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Pextos Lon, 
Ist Jany. 1798, 


My dear ond hond. Sar, 

idly and unprofitably as I shall in all probability pass the ensuing year 
L will at least hegin it well; and better f cannot begin it than by devoting 
to you, next to cur great and common Benefactor, that Almighty Being who 
los made you beneficent and me grateful, the first offices of It, Turner wiil 
liave told you that I accompanied him n¢ fur Bs Newbury for the Purpose ot 
junversing with Mr, Toomer on the subject of his Fishery, and if you dud not 
know that the mnemployed have the least Leisure you would perhaps wouller 
that I have not till now been ahle to find a moment for imparting to you the 
Result of my Enquiries. I fear it will uot afford you thot Fulness of Sitis- 
faction which your own keen and accurste Spirit of Investigation may hate 
led you to expert, nines, trom mine, Fortune selitom favours the [unetive 
The Day which after much, Provrastination f at length chose for my Joummey 
to Newbury was unluckily that of the market, Mr. Toomer not only keeps 
an Ironmongers Shop but # Bank und the Employments of both lett him no 
jeisure for attending to enquiries even on the subject of his Hobby Horse, 
and even coming from # person whom he so much respects as he professes to 
do you. By his watch he gave me exactly fen minutes, I shall be glad if 
they were eo well employed ae to effect In any tolerable degree your purpose. 
He anye he will most readily answer any letters you may writé to him on the 
mubject and I think you may from hie performance of his promise obtain 
from him that Commaniention. of his Discoveries for which you seemed to wish 
gud which will probably sie with him unless called forth by some anch 
Application, merely beonuse he does not think ihem worth the trouble uf 
imparting. 

You were certainly lad trom his canveyaation very much ta overrate the 
extent of his Plan, It was simply ‘ntended for fattening or as he termed ib 
growing Trout. fT mistake not he ead that in Seven Weeks he hand added 
fo the Weight of a single Trout seven pounds. Whes He entered on this 
undertaking T am convinced Le meant only fo provide a place for the eonfine- 
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ment of the Fisk, and that it wae by accident he aftorwards discovered that 
the Structure of his Building wae calenlated to reveal to him all the “Seerets 
a} their Prison House.” Iwill attemp! to give you a drawing of it. 








Mle || 
EE A wea 


A. Describes the Groand Plan of a stall wooden House covered with Tilee— 


Feet. 
Heighth of the Walle from the Eves W the Floor .. about 6 
Length — ... re oP dis .. ahout § 
Breadth ... about & 


No, L. Part of the ey A saparated lelow tiie Floor Nias No.2 hy 
Wire Work being merely a Receptacle or Stew for the Fish first 
destined tu the Kitehen, 

No, 2. The other Part of the House A separated below the Floor from No. 2 
(siv.) by Wire Work as sforesaid at ove End, und open at the other 
End below the Water to the Airing Court or open yard—B. When the 
House A is darkened ii is in this Part of it (wz., in No. 21 that 
upon opening the Trap Door D, the Fish are seen without being able 
to beholil UWieir Spectators. Mr. Toomer eays that amongst the 
Candidates for food he vould put it into the gaping mouth of any 
one he elise and thet os the Fish retired he haa freyuently stroked 
it with hia hand from the head ta the Tail. 

B. An Encliaure open at the Top, intended 4 an Airing Court for the 
Fish and to give them the Blessings of Air and Sun. 

C. Trap Door in No, 1. 

D.. Trap Door m No, 2. 

FE. A. pair of folding Doors—resoliing from the Eves of the louse to the 
Surface of the Water, and seporating it above the Walter from the 
Airifng Court], “B, These Doors are shut only for the Pur[ pose} of 
darkening the House, af other times they nfre] open 
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FF. Two Trunks for conveying the Water to the filank] 
G@, <A Gratiiy for Admitting the Water. 
H. A Grating for discharging the Water. 

The depth of the water within the walls ie about four feet, Tlic walls 
of the Court and of the House are of the sane height viz. nhout 6 feet alive 
” the surface of the water and are built on Piles. A Plate of limber runs along 
the top of the piles. and an this plute the walls are erected. From the surface 
ol the water to its bottom the enclosure is perfected by what 
Mr, Toomer calla pugged Paling, that 1s, by Hours fasten!) oD 
the outside of the piles either at right angles a parallel with them, if the 
latter, the lower ends of the Bonnils are driven into the grownd, and their upper 
ends are nailed tothe plating, Beneath the water consequently there are 
entig recesves, Lie aides of whieh are formed by the piles, the backs by the 
pugged piling, (sro) and the tops by the plate nl timber, It is into there 
recesses presented by accident ond not into any holes formed a& you suyposed, 
for the express purpose, that the Trowts retired when olormed. Nor 
was it in these recesses ‘tliat iey deposited their Spawn, but on 
the gravel at the bottom of the ‘water, and emmonly in the Alrmg 
Court—escli pair of trouta vigilantly guarding ther own Spawn. The natural 
Thistory of the Animal you will get from. Mr. Toomer kimmeell, my enquines 
were limited to his Edtifice Me at tributed his success in breeding and 
fattening fish within this enclosure to the rapidity of the stream whieh run 
through it, the clearness of its bottom, tle nature of the water aud the proper- 
ties which it acquired by flowing so near a large town, He aol that they 
[fo]und in it « variety of substances anitod to their mointenunce, [but] that 
he wae still obliged to feed them plentifully, and that [it wns almost the Woss- 
ness of ne man to take care of them, [the] food he gave them consisted chiefly 
of worms. [The building still remains unaltared in every part of its 
[? coistruc}tion and the water still passes through: tt, but [the etrejam has 
lost its former rapidity and from this cause simply the Fishery is spoilt, The 
stream which before sat wilh oll its violence on thie bank,-1e now tamed to 
ihe other, leaving the walter near the fiahery almost stagnant, er at lew! 
movin but in a laey circle. The covellary from all this seems to'be 

let Thai at the Head ef your Water you may erect ihis Sort of Cage 

for Trout. 

2nd That ac the Water jast rising from the Spring caniol probably 

be impregnated with Subwtances suited Co ile Support of the Trout, 
they will require a greater supply from yet. 

8. That they will no doubt live in thi confinement as Birds do in a 
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cage bot thot ii is very wicertain whether they will either Breed 
or grow fat there. | | 
Yours most faithfully, 
Gao, Nessrrr THomrson, 

P.S—I received my letters and will poy you for their postage. You may 
receive 3 India Bonds belonging to Phipps’s Estate, and you shall have a full 
account, We uré all well and join in fervent wishes for the welfare wf Mrs. 
Hiustings and yourself. 





[Addressed to:—] 
Wanuen Hastixes, Eso., 
Daylsford House, 
Clipping Norton. 
No, 76. 


To Wannew Hastrxes, Msa. 
Pesxtox Loni, 
QWad Faby. 1798. 
My dear Bir, 

Captn. Thomss Denton rr the brother iu law of White in Calentia, who 
ty thi veey utmost of his power has shewn himself your Admirer, and who is 
much my friend. For miiny others alae of Onpta. Deiton’s near relations 1 
have a great regard, It ix some time since I endeavoured to interest you in 
bolulf of an Application whirl) He wae then making for the Command of the 
Sieallow Packet—untoward ciroummstances compelled him for a while to desist 
from his pursuit Dut be is now in w sitnution to renew it, Permit me to hope 
that-as faras you conveniontly can you will aid him in jt, and puirticulurly Jed 
me request that if the attempt is not improper or nopleasant you will try to 
procure for him the good oifices of Mr. Inglis; Capin. Denton (ella me that 
he hns been shove twenty yenrs in (he Ses Servioe of the Bart Indin Company, 
and ii is probable that-you ua well as invecif huve heard Lim spoken af as a 
goad officer: These T believe are the public grounds on which be principally 
tests his application, and I flatter myself that they will be rather strength. 
ened than wenkened) by the private consideraions which 1 confess help to make 
mie the humble Advoonte of his Pretensions [Le lina heen unfortimate, ia 
poor, und basa wife with family of five young children. All you con with 
propriety do to serve him I am-aure von will, and I love you too well to wish 
you should do more. | | 

Tam, my dear Sir, Your obliged and abdt. hile. servi, 
Geo. Nesmrrr Tuomwrsoy. 


—_—S 
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No. 77. 
Pestrox Lopoe, 
2th April, 1798. 
My dear Sir, 

I do assure you I never felt greater puin in any Application 1 ever made 
than in thut with which P troubled you when you were lost in town, I knew 
hinw anxiously both Mra. Hastings and yourself wished to procure a Writershiip 
for Henry Powney, and 1 al the same time felt in their full force all the 
considerations by which your generous nature wns restrained from so ourly 
o call on the friendship and gratitude of Call, Toone: The very critical situa- 
tion however of Elenry Powney and his claims on me muide it my duty to de 
for him that which T very much dlowbt whether I should have done for myself, 
and painful as was the duty I performed it, I saw, my dear Sir, the struggle 
of your mind, and my own deeply porticipatel in the pain of the eonttiel, I 
lieve often Lhiought tliat nothing could add to my esteem and affection for you. 
But your conduct on this us wo other oerasions lus taught me the Fallany of 
auch a conclusion, and convinced me that nothing isso great aa to preclude: 
the possibility of enerease, Your application ty Toone must have cost you 
wel, and I inow how to esiimate it i's failure instead of lessening adds 
to the weight of the obligation which ii impores on me. For I know that 
the il-snecess of your request roha you of that whieh could have best rewarded 
you for the pain of making it.. I flatter myself however that the saorifive 
which -you Lave made will not be wholly senttered to the winds, but that it 
will ascend 'to Tteaven, and that ae Toone now knows your wishes lie will sone- 
how or other effcet (heir completion. Tn January it seems he ia to lave a 
nomination either to Madrass or Bombay. Henry Powney will be glid of 
either, The age I widerstand] tu which writerships ore limited ia twenty-two. 
He will be then only twenty-three. [i ie possible that his nomination may 
pass without an examination uf his age, If the examination be male ils true 
end and object may perhaps be virtually satisfied by a statement that he has 
been actually in India above three years and that consequently the period of 
his superannuation haa been so passed us to fit rather than to disqualify him 
for his appointment. But if the objection with reapect to Tlenry slall be 
found altogether insuperable it will not exist against Edward, the youngest 
of all Mrs, Powney's Children. Ile is now at cea ne & Guinea Pig in the 
Lord Hawksbury, but upon trial of this profession he does not like it, nor do 
his hrother or his other friends think him likely to prosper in it. It is indeed 
determined that, to whatever other Pursuit he may be devoted, he aball not 
persevere in this. For Edward therefore, if poor Henry cannot possibly obtain 
it, a writership to either of the settlements except Bencoolen will be a consum- 
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muition most flevoutly {6 he wished, e I bili if tip tlerefore aa matter “if 
consolation to the truley benevolent Hearts of Mira. Tlastings: and yourself that 
thongh all your efforts to serve the family of your dereased friend tn the mode. 
of which she was peculiarly solicitens lieve litherte proved innffectunl they 
may yet by the Blessing of God attain their phject. The possibility «till 
exists, and knowing that you will if you can ovail yourself of it, T shull say 
nothing further on the subject. Bosanquet give me a writership for a friend | 
Ti T wanted bread for myself T sliould not hrough his influence lope lo procure 
it even ae a labourer in the India House. | | 

There 14 u sort of folality allending you, In your pecuniary concerns 
you are destined never to have » good bargain. Ti T werea Heathen 1 should 
say you bad never saerifived to Plutos and that the God was offended with you. 
You may recollect how scrupulousty I insisted on giving you Is. 6d. for Lord 
Clore’s speech. Bit a» the Devil would lave it whilst I paid you for one 
boak I rebbed you of another, Upon oppfying the next morning in the Stage 
Conch to my Pocket for ihe Chancellors Speech I fo my great mortification pull- 
ed ont the Casile Spectre. I hope there is nothing of evil Portent in the 
cirgumatonce., But consilering His Lards)iip’s influence at the Castle, and 
the Bloody ‘Tendency of hiv councils the Title [e-almost as well suited to him 
ati the play, To me lie does not appear.a Spirit of Health, bul a Goblin 
damned, and his intents most horrible. He thet wins may laugh, and I 
confess T could not help chuckling to think how completely T had deprived 
you of both the Books which you provided for your Amusement in London. 
Remember us moet kindly to our dear Mra. Hostings and helieve me, 

Truly Your's 
Gzo. Nesmrt Troursox, 


Pesxrox Loner, 
No, 78. Monday, 1th June 1798. 

My dear and hound. Sir, 

fhave employed the greater part of these three or four lost days in trying 
to find amongst my papers evidence of the circumstances under which I found 
and transmitted to you Nobkissen's Bond, but without suceess 

I find the copy of a letter which T wrote to you from India om the 18th 
Septem ber 1787, It Informed vou that T had found apverul nf your private 
papers and that Thad sent them to you under the cure of a Mr. Young who 
was going to England in the Harensworth. 1 at the same time sent -you-as 
an enclosure in my letter a list af those papers, The list was numbered 2, 
but unfortunately T kept no copy of if. Aa the litfer besides giving yau a 
full account of the methols had taken to find a Thureati which your had Lost, 
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detailed also the steps I had taken and those which I intended to pursue for 
ohtuining the Testimonials of the Natives in your favor, it iv possible that 
you may have kept the letter and that with it-yvou may find it’e-enclosare No. 
2. Uf you doI flatter myself i will mention Nobkiseen’s Bond es one of the 
papers which I had go recently liseoverel and then transmitted to you, Uf 
it does not, I shall be able to give no evidence on the subject. Permit me to 
request that you will be at the trouble of looking for the list and that if you 
find it you will send me a copy of it, with any suc hints a2 Mey oocur to you 
for aiding my récollection of 4 circumstance which being of importance ta 
you LT ought I confess to remember better than Pdo. Ishall try by my own 
efforts to procure the information which Shawe wishes to obtain from tie. 

Mrs. Thompson 1 thank God continue: ty enjoy her usual gor! health 
_ear children for this fortnight past have been afflicted with the Hooping 
Cough, bul notin m very violent degree, I was last week in London for a 
few days, and wae lappy to fenrn not only that Mrs. Hastings and yourseld 
were in high heulth and spirits, but that Mr. anil Mrs, [Imhoff were returned 
from Lisbon happy in the great Dlessing which they hud songht there 1 
sincerely hope that they may long and uninterruptedly enjoy it. Tam so busy 
in making my Hay that I scarcely allow myself time to think whose Horses 
are to eat it, whether my own or those of France, or of the English Army or 
of English Rebels. Where do you suppose Bunoparte ia gone? TET had 
heard any ane say to Asia I should not haye thought bim mad. but I am 
afraid to say so myself lesai others should think me mad. You were right 
wlien in Allusion to Strafford’e trial you though! your own the prelude to 
great calamities. 





GN. 8, 
Toone has behaved nobly and hae filled us with gratitude to you end 
Mrs. Hastings as’ well-as to limeell. 
' Wanrnex Hasirxas Ese. 
Daylsford House, 
Chipping Norton. 


No, 79. 
Pestox Lovpar, 
Tuesday 2st August 1798, 
My dear and hond, Sir, 
My remissness iu thanking you ar your last truly kind letter, ie hut 
J] caloulated to oonvinne you of the delight and gratitude with which I 


read it, One of the advantages of your present situation is that you may 
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listen to the professions of your admirers withowt any distruet-af their 
sincerity, and T avail myself of it (o assure you that there is no human being 
for whom I have halt the veneration I feel fur you. You may 
therefore conceive ow lappy I was rendered) by your approval 
of my conduct on un occusion by for to methe most interesting and import- 
ant of my whole life, It is I believe a truth that without thy efforts you 
would not hove received the testimonials of the Natives, but it is I am 
thoroughly convinced a much mere indisputable truth that such efforts ne 
Mine multiplied o lundred fold could not have procured them for any 
other mun in existence, Pranun Kisshurn Sing when he brought me some 
of them asid—“ Jt is for Mr, Hastings only that the could be performed. 
Lord Cornwallis though he is new in the Government could not obtain such 
durements in his favor were he to seek thom vwith-all his influence.” 

Though I have not elevation of mind enough i cpvet fame T confess I 
am wiliottous of the good opinion of the few who are dear to me and laudare 
@ te laudeto wire ¥ shall always consiler as my hiphest Loney and greatest 
happiness. It is I acknowledge 40 wilvance syseld in your esteem that I tell 
you L had much to stroggle with in the Execution of the Commission you 
assigned me; Both Shore and Varkins trevted ft we impancticnble. Lord 
Cornwullis mod Col Ross affouted'to consider it as ill advised, and inilisereethy 
conducted. Thouwh you lal left very few enemies there worn still enough 
of them to thwart and impede the progress of an individual so humble and 
unsupported on myself in an tinlertaking of wo inch delicacy and difficulty. 
In illustration of the latter position L will give you one inatunce which J 
solect not bocavae it is phove all others the most convincing, but becouse it 
i¢ the most simple. 

Cowper was in the Board of Revenue, and if I mulstuke not the President 
of it, he was cortuinly its most eficient thember, he was become the only: 
powerful protector of Gunga Govind Sing and Prann Kissurn against w com- 
bination of villains almost ns rancorous and unprincipled as those who were 
‘opposed fp yourself in England.. Without his approbation Prawn Eilsshurn 
Sing could render me no effectual gasistance, and Hatch the Collector of 
Dinnageywor ond others of his dependents consulting what they conceived 
would ‘be his wish hud, I found, under a variety of fatile pretexts refused 
to forward to the Presidenvy Testimoniale which bod been tendered ty them 
for that purpose. Tt hooame necessary for me therefore to conciliate to 
my undertaking the Good Will of Cowper. Fortunately T had entertain: 
for him those sentiments which facilitated the attempt, Even when you 
were in Indias and during tho height of those animosities which his intem- 
perance aud I fear the evil designs of others had generated between you, I 
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attributed much of Lis misconduct to mistaken nolians of loner towards 
Byisiow and after your departure 1 had admired Lim for hie manly support 
of many of your native friends. In our common dufenve of them I had fre- 
quent communication with him, and P found Lim capable of much elevation 
of sentiment—animated in the praise of virtne, and indignant against every 
thing hese and mean, T therefore ventured tu write to him the fnllowing 
letter. 
(Copy.) 
| Alanoor, lith Octoher 1787. 

“Dear Cowper, 

“J will not apologize for the Liberty 1 take in addressing you on the 
“subject of this letter, sinee it is a liberty prompted by the very favourable 
“opinion whieh I entertain of your eharacter, Mr. Hastings in letters re- 
“coived by the Minerva wud aidressed to Mr. Shorea and myzelf hus appealed 
“(hrough us to ihe Natrves of this country for their opimion af his condurt; 
mot doubting that their testimonies will clear ai least hi# fature Fume from. 
‘ynany of the aspersions with schich his enemies in England have laboured 
“to, blacken. it. 

‘Praun Kisshun Sing hans. promised lijs oeaistance in collecting the 
“suffrages of the inhalitants of Bengal, but impressed with a grateful sense 
“of dle patronage with which you have Lonoured iim, He thinks thot he |. 
“in candour bound) te make known to you the part he is prepared to act. 

“Par from discouraging this proof of his attachment te an absent and 
“nersecuted benefactor you will Lam convinced approve it, and, unless Tam 
‘onneh deceived, his contlyeh on this Keenston will serve ta confirm the 
“¥avourahlé opinion which you ulready entertain of him. 

“To many minds T might appear to be acting a very hasurdouy part im 
“tins freely commimicating to you. a design «hich hae Mr. Hasting’s mter- 
eat for it’s object; but it ia not the interest ot Mr, Hastings alone—cireums- 
‘ianced ad He is, it is the common interest of Truth, of Justice, of Humanity, 
‘and 1 am sure therefore that in you i will not find an enemy. 

ify truth Cowper I feel a conviction grounded on my observation of you 
“Juring the time F have known you, that however causes originating more in 
“others than in yoursélves may laterly have placed you im opposite Lines of 
“Politicks you cannot approve the conduct of hia enemies tm England, nor wish 
“to deny him any fair and honourable. means of doing Justice to his imjured 
“Reputation, It is in this conviction that T have ventured to write to you 
‘ond that I subsoribe myself with great esteem, 

“Most truly your's 
“ Geo. NEsvITT Tnourson.” 


uti 
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Phe letter produced ite intended effect. He encouraged Prawn Wisshurn 


Sing to procéed and wrote to Hatch. He showed me his letter, I did not 
request a copy of it, but from memory submitted tts substance to paper, antl 
(his so copy of what I find written on the orcasion i my hoole al 
renown ek. 

Substance of Cowper's letter to Mate. 

“Yours of the found me returned to Caleutta, 
“yothing the better for my late exoursjon, My eyes are still eo bad “that 
“T donot believe I shoulil write were it not-that what you tell me of Tham 
“Cntnt absolutely requires me to do #0, 

“Mr. Hastings in vindication of his character las appealed to the Natives 
“ot this country. Government knows that bo las done so, and does wot 
“oppose it. Nothing iz les intended than to influence the suffrages, Tell 
“Ram Caunt that any amongst the xemecndors (for the requisition is | 
‘‘helieve addressed toall) may either «ign it a it is, or ulter it, or rejert it 
“altogether without fear of punishment or hope of retribution. 

“Tt, js dae to Justice that Mr. Hastings should have the benefit of any 


“pyjdence which he thinks may serve him, Il is due to common Justice that 


‘dhe Natives in giving that evidencé shoul be lefi to the exercise of therr 
“own choles,  Whiitever may be the euccess of the attempt Mr, Hustings’s 
“trends will anxiquely wish for if, anil you will conenr with me in thinking 
“(hut his énemies cannot honourably oppose it, Signed Wm. Cowper.” My 
journal then proceeds in these words, #ies— 

“1 was much pleased with it (with Cowper's letter) and by the lihern- 
“lity of his condact upon this oceasion was confirmed-in my opinion that had 
“not artin] men laboured to sever him and Mr. Hastings they would always 
“have continued friends” 

Thus my (lear Sir Lave I given you u very long story solely for the porr- 
pose for which Folatatf supposed Hal had given him Physie—namely, “to 
make him lord hin. 1 wish my soocess may be better even than that’ ot 
the young Prince, though T ennfess thal neither Physic nor long stories seem 
to be the ineass Lest culoulated forthe purpuse. Towrite in haste—for F-was 
farming al} the morning. 1 hove been with the bogs to Stockbridge Maces 
this afternoon, oni Powvey goes away early to-m0rrew morning. The fow 


minutes T have yet to spare T hall devout fo Mrs. Hastings, and thus take, 


my leave ef you—fervently praying God to bless you. 


Geo. Nesurtr THomrson. 





oa 





a” 
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No. 80. Pexrox Lavat, 
Friday, thet Auguet, 1798: 
biy dear and hid: Sir, 

T reached Lome yesterday ly Dinner Time, ood had the Happiness ta 
find my Wife and Children well. She 1s to set out this Evening luv 
Newhury in hey way to Bisham Abbey, and ler Departure cunsequently 
gives additional value lo the very few Hours which are yet to. precede tt. 
I cannot however help devoutmge a small Portion af ie Interval ta my 
Friends at Daylsford, especially as there will be no Post tomorrow. 1 thank 
both Mes, Hastings nnd yourself for your kind Attention. to me. When you 
want next to enforce ney Attendance by o Summotis that canuot be Tesisted 
tel] me you are alone. Never again present the Cup of Friendship to me 
with any Alloy, Lel me drink of it full only of the pure Delights which I 
find in lier Conversation and yours: J am not made for great Men. I receive 
eo little Pleasuré in their Company that T om sure they can recerve none in 
mine, “ Priwitus ptacine Verve” will never be either my Praise or ty 
Tiiszriee. 

Dr. White ia sure that your Book ha been receivell aud vitel ial 
Christchurch, bat whether il has been deposited in the publick Library of 
ihe College; or in the private Library of ihe Dean or any other Person ile 
new not, He promised to make te Enquiry by erayuning the Catalogue 
of the Public Library and to aoquaint you with the Result of 1. Tu this 
Mode the Enquiry con offend no one, and will be attended with all the 
Certainty you can wish. Lf the Pook ix nob yet in the Public Library Send 
one to Dr. White and He will deposit it there. | 

Bogles Narrative contums 00 Copy of the Letter from the Tealioa 
‘Lama, ner av 7 ecoulil find, ony mention of if. Bogle left Bahar on his 
Mission in Jime 1774. It is but fair to fell you that Turner hed intended 
to prefix li iis’ Narrative an Introduction of the Sort which it seemed to 
me so much to want. This perhaps may absolve you from a Part of the 
Burthen with which | so presumptionaly endeavoured: to lond you. Hut 
eettainly not from the whole of it, «ince the whole University will nbver 
he able so well as yourself to explain your Objects in seeking an Intercourse 
with China through Thiber and Botan, nar the Unnses which led rou to thine 
the Attempt pitatticonhle Moy God Wess hoth you and Mrs. Hastings, and 
rewaril your Virtues: Gee, Nesurrr Tromrsox. 
[Addressed to—] 

Wareen Hastras, Esq, 

Daylsiord Honse, 
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Sth Sept, 1795 





My dear Toone, 

L have had the pleasure to lier of you both from Daylseford and Bishum 
Abbey, and it is with unfeigned joy 1 congratulate not only yourself but 
Mre. ‘foone und all your little ones on your returning health. I sincerely 
hope that it will be soon perfectl> reestablished. 

By the directions of Mr. and Mrs. Hastings transmitted ta me through 
George Powney who lately culled on them, E send you the enclosed papers, 
most earnestly hoping that the admission of Henry Powney to the service 
will prevent the necessity of recurring to the certificate of his younger 
Brother's Age. 

Befure the ddath of Mrs. Powney, [ veceived from her a register of the 
ages Of all her children. By thie it appears that Tenry George Claud 
Powney wae horn 6th January 1776. He consequently will not he trenty 
Hitee years-old till the Oth January 1709. 

I Leve uo menne of recurring to the Act of Parliament which prescribes 
the Ago of Writers, but according to my recollection of it, if can be only by 
& severe euforcement of it's letter against ity spirit (int Henry can be oonsi- 
ered as too old for.an appointment. Till he has attained the age of twenty 
three years, he-van not be ssid to have completed more years of his age than 
twenty two; consequently if his nomination is made uny time belore the 6th 
Joutinry ITI he will wot be too olil io receive the henefit of it, Besides the 
epirit of the Act, and I admit it to be a wise nnd wholvscme spirit, was, to 
punt! the service on the ene hanil against boys. too mw and young to have 
received the mdiments of 9. aseful education and on the other against men 
too nld and hackneyed. in the ways of the world tn bring with them into the 
service dispositions suited to the duties of it—oconinut rung! Gamesters, 
bankrupt speculators, despernte adventurers and the outcasts in short of 
all other professions and pursuits, If euch be in truth the apirit of the Act 
Henry comes not within the prokjhition of it} He wae educated with a 
direet view to the Service, At the age of sighteen he went to India with 
the reasonable assurance that a writership would soon follow him and he 
his ever sines resided there requirmg (sic) the knowledge and the habits 
suited to sneh an appointment. The Act it ja true requires that no person 
shall he appointed a writer who hss numbered more years than twenty two; 
Henry bas not yet numbered twenty three and even according to the Laws 
of the Turf whore the question of age is considered with the utmost possible 
arumen no horse is reckoned more than thee years old, till he is fall four. 
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With all these: circumstances in favor of my friend T do earnestly hope my 
leur ‘Toone that you will be able to prevail on the Court of Directors to 
avcept 3 your nomination of him, especially as I underiand that they 
lave in. some few other instances thought themselves at Liberty to give-an 
enlarged and liberal construction to this part of the Act of Parliament 
rather than a strict wad literal one, All you can do in favor of Henry T 
am aure you will and if the poor fellow must inevitably loose the benefit af 
your kind intentions I have still the consolation to assure myself that they 
will be extended to his younger and more fortunate brother Edward anil 
iliat fe will receive your nommation. Do not conceive that Iam eo unren- 
amahle ae to ground these expectations on any pretensions either of Mrs. 
Thompson, myself or her relations. I -am encouraged to entertain them 
solely by the generous attention whick you are disposed tv show to the 
wishes of Mr. ond Mre. Huastings.. I know how muoh it cost them to apply 
te you an this oecasion,-nor dou I believe that they could have been induosd 
to impose this Tax en your goodmess by any motive lees cogent than the pious 
regard which they bore lo the meniory of their decease] friend and to the 
aseurances they had given her, It was an effort of virtue in them to make 
the request and circumstanced as [ hnow-you were it. aa an effort of virtue 
in vou to comply with it. I should be guilty of presumption and impertin- 
ance were 1 to thank either them or you for an act of kindness which in ov 
view of it ail me for its object. Unt I hope I may without offence for 
fam sure] can with great truth wesert that i has increased my regard and 
esteem for all of vow. 

Mrs. Thompson was in London for a few days, she wished to have. enlled 
oy you at Hpsom, but dented herself that pleasure from a belief that your 
children had sever had the Hooping Cough, she having as « companion 
whom she could not leave behind her our second daughter Louisa, who is 
not yet poirfestly recovered from that disorer, Present our regards to Mrs. 
Toone aud believe me 





Very sincerely yours, 
fico. NW: Towson. 
[This copy of letter was enclosed in G, Thompson's letter to Warren 
Hastings, dated 27th December [17081]. 


No. 82. 
Thursday, 6 Nov. 1708. 
My dear Madam, 
Powney informs me that you ond Mr. Tastings are in London and that 
4 
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one of your motives op going thither was to see Mrs. Grindall. Swift or 
Rochfiold has observed that in the misfortunes of our best friends we com- 
monly find something to comfort ue, and im your disappointment I am 
tempted to look for my own advantage. Aa you have not found Mrs. 
Grindull in London may I hope that you will come and meet her here. Our 
company left us to day, and Mre. Thompson does noi expect to be confined 
hefore the 20. Within this interval you will probably return to Daylsford 
and very bappy will you make neal] if in your way thither you will call on 
us. It is presumption in mortals to talk of Happrness; but 1 think you will 
find « cheerful and comfortable family, and both you and Mr Hastings may 
enjoy the satisfaction of knowing that you have helped to render it such. 
I write in great haste, in the shori interval between hunting and dinner, and 
with an attention solicited by the clamoroun aud importunate endearments 
of my dear boy and six or seven other children. 

For Powney, Harry Vansittart, and myself I received from Mr. 
Hastings three copies of the proceedings on hia trial. The paper of that 
given to Powney differs fram the paper nf the other two. Tt seems of a 
superior kind., ‘This copy has a proof instead of-a print and the text is in 
several places corrected by Mr. Hastings’s own pen, ‘Tell him this—that if 
the mformation is of any use he may whilst in town avail himeeli of it. All 
here unite in affectionate repards both to him and yoursell and I am my 
dear Madam with real gratitude your obliged and faithful servant. 

Gro, Neserrr Toompsor. 
[Addressed ta:—] 





Mes, Hastics. 
Thomas's TMotel. 
Berkley Square, 
No. &3. | 
Pewros Lonae. 


Thursday, 2ith Deer. [1798.) 
My dear and hond. Sir, 

I write to tell you that Mrs. Thompson wus safely delivered of a fine boy 
on Amasq Eve, or according to the computation of seamen on Kmass day, 
for he came into the world affer 12 o'clock at noon. May God so bless the 
child as to make the return of the day welcome to me not only as a Christian 
but asa Father. He and his mother continue to do well. You may venture 
to congratulate me, For I am fortunate enough to think that even im theee 
bod times large families do ag well ns amall ones, In times almost as bad 
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it was Little Joseph the youngest of twelve sons who saved the lives and made 
the fortunes not only of all his brothers but of his aged father. Upheld by 
this consideration I dare believe my wife will concur with me in still labour- 
ing for 2 yownger sun. 

I send you the foregoing copy of a letter to chow you how exactly my 
thoughts are in unison with yours on the subject of Toones conduct—Powney 
chewed me your last letter—Toone in reply to mine gave me no hopes that 
be could effect the appointment for Henry the elder brother, and I presume 
therefore though your letter does not say 20, that the younger brother haz i. 
Remember ue most affectionately to Mrs, Hastings. 

Yours gratefully, 
(Unsigned. ] 
[Addressed to:—] 
Warrex Hastines Esa. 
Daylsford House. 





No. 84. 
Pentox Lover. 
Thursday, Tith Jany, 1799. 
My dear and hond. Sir, 

At home T never read, not because | dislike it, but because T can find 
no Jelaure for it. My regret on this account would be much more hitter than 
it is did I not recollect that “ Virtes in actione consist tt” and did Tnot accord- 
ingly speak peace to ny-soul by assuring it that my time ix better employed in 
taking care of iny farm and my family then in the more voluptuous tmprove- 
ment of my mind. 14 happened however about a week ago that I had an 
evening to pass alove at an Inn ot Salisbury, and for the enjoyment of it I 
bought a book entitled “British Pablio Characters of 1798." In the tntre- 
duction I see that your name ie mentioned as one of those which are to give 
value to a future volume. I tell you this that you may if you please take 
care of yourself, “Communications for the second volume or corrections of 
the firet are requested to be addressed to Mr. Phillips No. 71, St. Psul’s 
Church yard.” Though the publication does not from ite outeet seem ty 
promises much gratification to the malicions, yet as it treats of living charne- 
tere it will probably be much read, and afford perhops to many a man all the 
knowledge he will ever have of them, IT wish I had knowledge or genina or 
industry enough to become your Biographer. But alase! whilst no man 
lass more exalted idea of the aublimity of the task, mo man lias fewer of 
fhe requisities suited to the adequate performance of it) Tn thie respect I 
know myself, and you may take my word. 
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E failed not duly to inform you that Mre. ‘Thompeon wor safely delivered 
ef 4 fine boy on Ubristimus Kve T hove oow the pleasure to: tell you und ons 
truly good friend Mrs. Hustings- that both the mother anid the hild hove 
continued to-do well, Mrs, Hastings and youtsell have so taught me to look 
up to you for Acts of kindness, that upon all ovewsions | expect it as natural- 
ly ae I do light and warmth from the blessed son, or futuess from the lowly 
To anticipnie that kindness which your goodness might: apen thin ocoasion 
prompt you.to shew ae, 1 have to tell you that the litile Pellow’s Sponsors 
are engaged and that in homage to one of then he is to be called Cliristoplier. 
Ansley, Geo, Powney, Mrs, Grindall, Ned Powney and erry Vansittart ‘t 
unite with Mes, Thompson-and myself in affectionate regards to you and Mrs 
Hastings and Tan Dear Sir, . 

Yours most faithfully, 
Geo. 8. Tooursan. ‘ 
1f Mr. and Mere. Imhoff are with you remember us to them. 
Warners ILastives, Esa... 
Daylstord Hotse, 
Chipping Norton. 











No. 80. 
Copy of o Leiter trom Geo, Booth Tyndale, Eaq:, a young Solicitor 
Liscouns ben, 
hth March, 1799. 
Déeur Sir, 
You will oblige my Colo Mr. Warre as well-as myself by writing to , 
Mr, Hastings on the Subject of the Letters, ete, on the ollier Side ani 
when you receive his. Anewer to faror me with it. 
l avi lear Sir, ate., 
Mayet. Giro, Boor ‘Trxpate. a 





First Eneloaure i in the above. 

Copy of » Latler from Jehan Tyndile Warre, Bey. to Geo, Booth Tyndale. 
My dear Sir, 

Having waited in expectution of hearing thal something might have 
been done relative to the late Mr. Jones's Demand upon Mr. Hastings from : 
the Conversation [held with Mr. Thompeon in 1793 T have nme bo request 
the Favour of you to see Mr. Thompson if in Town or communicate my 
scutiments to him and vequeat his kind Interference. Understanding 
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Mr. H. is now fully competent to discharge the 2004 and Interest. I desire 
uo more than the usual Rate of Interest from 1748 to the present time for 
the Money, which considering the AvJvantage Mr. Howsrd Hastings mule 
of it L conceive not unreasonable. If you think it necessary to stute any 
Part of the Conversation that passed between Mr. T. and myself upon this 
Subject I refer you to my minutes taken In 1793 which are in your Possession. 
I shall hope to hear from you soon, and believe me sincerely yours 
Signed, Joux Trsp4re Wate. 
4 Mareh, 1799. 
Second Enclosure in Mr. Tyndales Letter to Mr. Thompson. 
Loxpos, 18th Feby., 1793. 

Mr. Huastinga having been informed by Mr. Thompeon of Mr. Warre’e 
Application respecting the £200 due from tie late Mr. Howard Hastings, 
Mr. Il. desired to see all the Papers relative to the Transavtion between 
tha late Mr. HL TH. and the late Mr. Chs. Jones. Mr. W. in conseqnence of 
a note from Mr. Thompson sent them for Mr, H's Inapection. The Papers 
wote returned Mr, W, by Mr. T. in o Coach from the Mount Coffee Hote 
to Cecil Strect Strand. Mr, T. declaring ifr, He's Sentiments to be that 
he knew the Letter dated 6th May 1748 to be the hand of his late Unele 
ii. H. thet he would enquire into the Clain’ from Mr, Woodman who 
pomesses Mr, Creswick's Papers or hnew his Affairs, Ar, TL. H. died per- 
fectly solvent and there was sufficient to pay all bis Debts. Mr. H. declared 
ta Mr. T. that he should be glod to discharge the £200 whenever he had 
it in his power, provided the Demand appeared unsatisfied, and he would 
embrace the earliest opportunity of so doing but from the severe Trial he 
has undergone his Cash was nearly exhousted. 

Mr. Thompson desired Mr. Warre to reat well contented that Mr. H. 
had promised him the Money should be paid as soon as he had it in bis 
Power. 





Mr. Thompson's Auswer to Mr. Tyndale. 
Pestox Lopvok, 
Oth March, 1700. 
Dear Sir, 

Upon coming home after an Absence of some days I have received your 
Favour of the Sth Instant, containing Copies of Mr. Warre’s Letter to you 
dated the dth Inst, and of Aus minutes of the Conversation which passed 
between him and myself in 1793, relative te his Demand of » Sam of money 
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from Mr. Hastings. I confess the Perusal of theee Papers much surprizeil 
meé, a8 they placed the Transaction which they concerned in-a Point of View 
different from that in which it appeared according to my Recollection of 
it. 

From Mr. Warre’s Letter to you it-would seem that he has not only 4 
fegal Demand of the Principal Sum of £200 against Mr. Hastings; but that 
he displays some moderation in desiring "no more (hon the usual Rate of 
Interest from 1748 to the present time.” From his minute of the Conver- 
sation between him and myself it would seem thai Mr. Hastings throug) 
me had simitted the Demand as thue stated, and bad promised to satisfy 
ites. goon as he should have it in lis power so to da, 

In this View of the Subject I cannot pessibly acquiesce. Upon recur- 
ring toa Diary which I have heen long in the Habit of keeping T find that 
Taleo made » memorandum of my Conversation with Mr. Warre jn 1793, 
4s it throws come Light upon the minute taken ky Mr. Warre F will sub- 
join a Copy of it for his Pernsal sincerely wishing that it may afford 1) 
bis Mind aa much Satisfaction os it does to mine. 

When wt the Reqnest of Mr. Warre I formerly undertook to lay his 
Claim before Mr. Hastings T had frequent opportunities of seemp that 
Gentleman, and I hoped that by my Interference I might save Trouble to bot) 
Parties. This Motive for my Interference exiata no longer: For living, as 
T now do, wholly in the Country at a Distance from Mr. Tlastings T have 
seldom the Happiness of seeing him, and cansequenily have no other means 
of communicating with him than by Letter, a means which Mr. Warre 
possesses ne well as myself and to which I take the Liberty of referring him. 

With my Compliments to Mr. Warre I remain 

Dear Sir Your obedt. bbls. Serrt. 
Gxo. Nesrirr Troursos, 
Extract from Mr. Thompeon’s Diary referred to in his Letter to Mr. Tyniale, 
18th Feby., 1793, 

“Met Mr, Tyndale Warre by his Appointment at the Mount Coffee 
“House and returned him his Papers—telling him a» my own opinion that 
“should Mr, Hastings upon Inquiry be convinced that the money had not been 
“repaid, He would, if it were ever in |i Power, pay to the Representatives oi 
“Air: Jones the principal Sum of £200: not from any Belief that 
“it was borrowed to send him to India, but solely from Respect to his 
“ Encle’s Memory.” 





[These copies of letters were enclosed in G. Thompeon’s letter to Warren 
Hustings, dated 12th Murch, 1799.) 
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No. 86. 
Pexrox Lopar, 
12 March, 1799. 
My dear and hond. Sir, 

The foregoing Letters will explain themselves, and bring to your 
Recollection a Transaction which haa probably escaped it. Mr. Warre’s 
Statement of it is correct as far oa it ia wot contradicted by my Memorandum. 
That is, if is true you read the Papers; that you said you would eonaull 
Air, Woodman on the Subject of them; that you expressed your Conviction 
that the Letiey purporting to be written by Mr. Howard Hastings was in 
his hand writing; that he died solvent; and that if the £200 remained un- 
paid you would he glad to pay it whenever you should have the means of 
doing so. Mr. Tyndale is a worthy young man not long established as a 
Solicitor at Law, His Uncle Mr, Warre waa » Schonlfellow of mine. Bul 
no Intimacy or Friendship baa ever subsisted between us: He is a man of 
Fortune, and about three of four years ago succeeded to the fine Howse 
and Estate of Coplestone Warre Bamfield in Somersetahire. You will 
no doubt hear further from him, and you liad better therefore prepare your- 
eelf with all the Information you cun obtain from Woodman or elsewhere. 

You see you have not yet been so long remembered as to he forgotten. 
The Bingraphiana is out and your Life is pul forwanl to recommend {he 
Work. Iam pfrail to look at it for it ia probable they do not wish to do 
you Justice, and quite certain that they cannot if they would—You niwst 
do Justice to yoursel!, and be your own Historia. We are all well. Give 
eur love to our dear Mrs: Hastinge: 

[unsigned] 
fAddresse] ta—] 
Wanrex Hastiscs Esq, 
Daylatord Honse, 
Chipping Norton. 


No. &7. 
Db. Horse, 18th. Mareh, 1709. 
My dear Thonxpeon, 

Your letter hae brought to my recollection, though imperfectly, the 
communiontion which you formerly made to me of Mr, Jones's demand. I 
trust implicitly to your memorsndum, except a slight mistake 
which you must have male of my words. TI eonld not have 
expressed even (he doubts implied by the words ‘pot from any belief that 
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it was borrowed to send “him to India;’ becnuse my Unele never had the 
most distant intention of such a destination. [4 originated with mysel! 
after my Uncle's death; and Mr. Creswicke, who was a Director of the E. 
1, Co. gave me his appointment of a writer, at my request <o suddenly 
made, that it wes proposed and passed nlmest instantaneously, all the other 
nominations having been previously made. This jlifference in the fact 
makea 4 wide one in the right deducible from it: for if my Unele bad bor- 
rowed the monsy for my use in fitting me out for India, I am in conscience 
hound to pay it; cerfainly not if it was borrowed for any other in which 
L bad no. concern. 

T could not possibly lave said (ae Mr, Tyndale asserts) that My, Wond- 
man had Mr, Creswicke’s papers; because I am morally certain they were 
never in his posseaaion. 

Mr. Creawicke was my Unele’s Executor; but never gave me any account 
of the estate; nor is it in my present knowledge, or even belief, that I ever 
received any thing from it, except two housea at (heltenliam, since com- 
posing the plough Inn, which I son after made over to my ester, Mrs. 
Woodman. T have reason to believe that Mr. Creswicke bomsel? disbursed 
the expense of fitting me out to India. IT have an indistinct recollection of 
wn answer of lis to a demand made by me of an account of lis adminiatra- 
lion, in which he peevishly declared that he had paid more than he had 
received from the assets of ihe eatate. 





If the estate continues indebted to Mr. Jones, or any other creditor, 
Mr, Creawicke or his heits are answerable for it; he was the administrator, 
not I; and I ahall be almost inclined to pul it to te conscience of Mr. Jones 
whether he does not know that such demand was made by his father, and. 
whether he has ever seen or has in kis possession any letters from Mr, Cres- 
wieke in answer to it; these, if he haa, would place this affair in its moat 
just light—indeed it seems improbable, ani next to an impossibility, that 
# person in the possession of « bond for such a sum as two knmdred pounds 
should neglect to demand payment of it fom the principal, or from the 
known representative, and that it should lie dormant upwards of forty years, 
to make its appearance as a claim upon an individual, who had ao original 
concern in contracting the debt, nor derived any benefit from it; and who 
pertiaps hae himeelf claims to ao larger amount in the asme property from 
which this debt ought to have been discharged. 

I do not mean by what I have sail tp diceluim all obligation to discharge 
thie demand; but the obligation, if any, rests on my own sense of it, aa due 
only to my deceased uncle and to my respect to his memory. It cannot, 
either, in law or equity bho binding on me. 
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Having said thus much upon the subject as it respects Mr. Jones, 1 
must add a few words ss a justificution of myself. for desiring to leave this 
affair in its present state, for the present time and, I much fear, for ever. 

[Mr. Warre has good grounds for his conclusion that “ I am now fully 
competent to “* discharge ihe 2002, and interest,” ie, TIOL, This belief I 
owe to the deceptive manner in which the Directors modified their bounty 
to we; from which it publicly appears that they bestowed upon me an 
annuity of 4,000.2, and a loan without interest of 60.000£. The truth is, 
tint af this moment I am worth considerably less than nothing, My annuity 
is reduced to 20008, but of that I pay 1,0002 for interest on 2), 0002 which 
I owed beyond the 40,000£ which they lent me to pay my debts. My 
Daylestord Estate (which I overrated at A002) yields me 1502 from my 
tenant, and the remainder in my own possession, if rented, would produce. 
210£—together, 360£. Mrs, Hs, has 22,000£ whieh yields her an interest 
of 1.1004 out of which she transmits annually te her mother 200L£. I owe 
besides 1,000.2 to my bankers, and I have owing to me 4,600£, of which T 
ean get neither principal nor Intt. 1 think these items leave me a clear 
income of 2.2102 for taxes and all expenses, with a debt of T1L0002 to dis- 
charge in December, 1813, and my annnity at the game time to cease. Now, 
my friend, tell me whether with such present means, and such a dreadful 
prospect of insolvency at the expiration wf 14 years and a half, I can con- 
seientiously, or honestly, pay the debt of another person, how dear to me 
ssever from my obligations to him while living, especially on « claim 40 
vague and doubtful. | 

I beg your pardon, my dear Thompson, for having trespassed the limits 
of a single sheet; but I have had my attention withdrawn by interruption, 
anil not a little by pain: for my wrist, hand and fingers have been crippled 
by rheumatism now exactly 3 weeks, and T am obliged to pause some minutes 
after writing a line, sometimes two, and snmeétimes more, oF the pain 
becomes top acute to be borne with patience, 

I have however, another fetter to write to you, which shall serve for 
the cover to this. Observe that the parngrapl included between brackets 
is for your own inspeotion only. Tho rest you may communicate as you 
plense. 

I thank you for the cheering intelligence in the close of your letter. 
Give to your dear Lady, and acoopt from Mrs. Hastings and myself, and 
from owr dear children the ussurance of our affectionate remembrance, and 
fervent wishes for the happiness of yourselves and yours, 

¥r. affectionate, 
Wanzen Iastrvas. 
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drd Oetr, 1790, 
My dear and hond. Sir, 

Either Powney or Harry Vansittart 1 think must have told yon that the 
Mumpe a Disorder which is perhaps uiknown to you, but which is in it’s 
Effects much more serious than in its name was making ite Progress through 
our Family, On the very Eve of Mrs, Thompson'y intended Departure for 
Bishum Abhey the Disorder seized our principal Nurse ninid, and fearful 
that it might soon attack onr Children; Mrs. Thompson determined not to 
go from heme, Though the Children aa well ws ourselvea have bitherta 
escaped this Complaint, yet our youngest Hoy hos lately suffered so much 
Pain from cutting Six of his Teeth wljvh pre all advancing together that 
She thinks herself fortunate in being at hand to comfort and take care of 
him. Did I-not think you possessed 4 Heart capable of sympathizing with 
us it all our Interests 1 should not trouble you concerning these, well know- 
ing that they would otherwise appear to you us trifling as they are to us 
important. T gpesk of them besides to acoount far my nol having yet 
received your Book. By my Directions Hatry haus sent it to Mrs. Grindall’s 
Howse in London there to remain till I shall have an opportunity of super- 
intending the Binding of it, These Directions were given before I received 
your Letter, nor have TF aince superseded them notwithstanding the additional 
motives by which T am now impelled to seek the eafe and speedy Possession 
ef the Book. T anticipate in vour Address af it to me every thing that is 
kind in Sentiment and elegant in expression, But as you justly observe, 
nothing of thia sort jis wanting for my own Information. The Sense of 
your Friendship for me is constant and habitual, it forms indeed a Part and 
the most delightful Part of that Consvioumess which tells me I exist, But 
though no Professions of your Regard are now necessary for my own Insiruc.. 
tion, I do indeed highly value them as they ure caloulated to exalt me in 
the Estimation of my Descendants It has been my Lat to have knwen 
only one great man: to hove plensed him has gratified all the Ambition T 
have ever been capable of feeling. and to have my obildyen assured lipon 
hie own Authority that such bas been my proud Distinction will completely 
satiety my titmost Love of Fame. In saying is IT do not méan to affect 
Humility, or to insinuate that I am Stranger to the watversal Passion, T 
feel it, but in its utmost Purity, For “ Laudari a fe,” ete., ete, you know 
the Rest, 

T too have harvested not only all my Wheat but all my Oats. My all 
of both in thé most abundant Seasons is but little. In this my Wheat is 








ie 
Ty, . Higa 
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only half it’s usual Quantity. My Barley is still at the mercy of the Weather. 

I have been reading Lord Murnington's Letier—I like it well and J 
should like it better if be had aseribed the Defects of the military Establish- 
met wt Malrass to the Want of Bullocks, for such I have no doubt was 
ihe Fact: You see I can judge of no subject without considering how it 
affects yourself. Tam glad to know from yourself that Mrs. Hastings in 
pretty well. .A letter I received from Cheltenham led me to apprehend the 
contrary. Present our most affectionate Regaris te te plier ani) believe me dear 
and bond, Sir 

Yours faithfully 
Giro, Nestarr Tuomurson. 
[Addressed to—] 
Warnes Flastixes, Esq, 
Dayleford House, 
Chipping Norton. 
No. 89. 
Prenton Lonaz, 
Wed, 22nd Jany., 1800. 
My dear and hond, Sir, 

Though I heve long wished to hear of Mrs. Hastings and yourself, I 
know not when IT should have written to you if I had not been ealled upon 
to do so by the Letter which I enclose for your perusal. I do not attempt 
to send you it’s Substance merely, as I om convinced I could omit no 
Expression in it without Prejudice to it’s Writer and hia Object. I can 
however venture I believe to assure you in his name aa I sincerely do im 
my own thai We wish you first to consult your own Feelings, and if without 
Violence to these you can serve Mr. Porcher it is then only that We wish 
you to do so, If 1 mistake not I must before have told you, for it is a 
Truth familiar to me, that there ia no Man on Rarth wliose Happinesa I 
would promote at the Expense of your's, With this Aesorance TF will now 
venture to menbon a Subject which upon my Honor IT ball no Intention or 
Thought of submitting te you when I began my Letter. 7 know you have 
now little ieft of the Great Man, but his Soul: and that the Power and 
Inflnence which onght to belong to you have like ather worldly Goode de- 
volved to Persons lese worthy of them. I formerly adidressed you in Behalf 
of Thomos Denton, the Brother in Law of our common Friend John Wiite 
of Calentta. He ia deal and has left » Widow and five young children 
ahanlutely ilestitute of all Provision or the prospect of any except that which 
they may derive from the hounty of the Company. To this fund sh® has had 
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recvurse in a petition of which J will add a copy,” sincerely hoping that you 
tay have the power ae] am sure you will the inclmation to promute its 
success. And now my dear Sir hayvmg disolarged the task of a wupplicunt, 
which, offen ay you have seen me in the performance of it, ie still I assure 
you verry irksome to me, let me huve the plensure of enquiring after Mrs 
Hastings and yourself—how are you? Does your Paradise at Dayleford con- 
tinue o furnish you wil pew Delights? Surely they msi better satisfy 
your soals than if you had never tasted of that Tree of Knowledge whose 
fruits during your late trial were so plentifally foreed upon you beth, by the 
Devil und his Agents. For my own part I can very honestly say that all I 
then saw of the world endears to me my preeent retirement. My children, 
my farm, and a little hunting supply me with employment ample and pleasant 
ensugh—it is only when I think of my dent babes that I ever regret my 
occupations are eo unprofitable. Mrs. Thompson you may perliaps recollect 
ling already presented se with two girls and two hoye—relying on ithe bounty 
of that Providence which feeds the ravens, I expect the speedy coming of 
fifth child without despondency, She is well and joins me in kind regards 
lo Mrs. Hastings anil yourself Lam my dear and howl Sir 
Your obliged and faithfal servant 
Geo. Nesorrr Tuowrsos. 





No, 90, 
Pesos Lopez. 
23rd Apri? 1800. 
My dear and bond. Sir, 

By a letter which I have this moment received from George Powney I 
find flint Mrs, Tastings left London dangerously ill on Friday last in her way 
to Daylsford, purposing to remain at Salthill till she should he able to prose- 
éute (he remainder of her journey. Most fervently do I hope that in this 
enfechled state she has not received the melancholy news which reached me 
only yesterday, ond which I am eure it would require her very beat of health 
to bear, You can by this time be no stranger to it; but I comfort myself 
in the heltef that you have hitherto been «able to withhold fram her the 
knowledge of it. Yet awhile the very praise bestoweil upon. his memory 
woulil Wut serve to aggravate her sense-of her loss, and if is not therefore for 
her present perusal that 1 now send you the extract of  letier which I yes 
terday received from White. It may at some fotnre time help to heal her 
wounded mind, and eten at this time it may te your's aNord wotives of 
consolation. 
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xtract of « falter from Guo, White, Esq, 
Dated Catoutta, Srd Ovt. 1709. 


“Civil changes have been few indeed m |e ¢ourse of the year, and 
“cosnalties aa rare, though we have had an enormously hot and oppressive 
‘season, Amongst the latter it grievee me to iiform you of the death of 
“yoor Tulius Dohoff in the lact- week; He we a worthy honest fellow, 
“rently esteemed, and as sincerely regretted. He hae fallen « sacrifice lo 
“hia seuse of duty, in remaining at Midnapoor, where his active:and zealous 
“services were conspicuously employed in quelling insurrections, and quist- 
“ting a long oeplected district, when liis own personal suffering from long 
“ahd severe indisposition required change of situation altogether. His 
“Ines commenced in Tannary last when he waa um the employment of Col- 
‘Yeotor, and aa he had no assistant to leave in charges of his office, he con- 
“tinued to carry on the duties himself In April the insntivity and nogli- 
“cence of the Magistrate, Gregory, induced Government to recal Arm, and oe 
“Tmboff's conduct wae of different, nuy opposite stanip, he waa appointed to 
“act judicially and magivterially, which in spite of il health, ani 
“in defienee of foreboded oonsequences, his disorders duily encrene- 
ing, he persevered in till be was ultimately compelled to 
“quit the place. Alass! it was then too late. ‘The most experienc- 
“ed medical men pronoun¢ged so when they saw him, and 9 few days verifie! 
“their declarations.” 





Surely my dear Sir it will be matter of some consolation to you that 
even in the circumstances of liis death be proved himself worthy of his mother 
anil yourself. I can from my eoul affirm, as [ have often done, that I never 
know @ man of a mordé feeling heart, What White hes said of him will shew 
that he possessed! A firm anid honest one. 

A letier from you if it be but a: line will help to relieve the anxiety and 
apprehensions with whick I shall regard your total silence. That God may 
hiess you in the preservation of her without wliom in thie world there can | 
know be no blessing for you is the ardent wish of dear sir 

Your obliged and faithful servant, 
Geo, Nesmrr THourson, 








[Addressed to+—] 
Wanner Tastrxes Esu,, 
Daylaford TTouse, 
Chipping Norton. 





26 BENGAL: PAST 4 PRESENT. 
| No. §1, 


Tuesday, 10 July 1800. 
My dear ani hond. Siz, 

it will be a fortwight to-morrow since Mrs, Thompson presented mo with 
one of the stoutest gitls I believe that ever was born. The midwife eays that 
children st their birth commonly weigh between eight und nine pounds: This 
she conceived weighed full fifteen. Mrs. Thompson and the child I thank 
God have both continued fo do well, exeept anly that J have not yet been able 
to find a Nurse with milk enough for the infant. I om now going in seurch 
of ne, to supersede her whom J have already procured. Urgent however 
aé ig the nature of this business, I suspend it whilst F write to you upon 
yours. Shawe has summoned me to London to identify Nobkissen’s Bond 
and to prove where and when I found it. I Lave looked amongst my papers 
for evidence of this fact hut can find none. 

] hove copies of two letters which 1 wrole to you by the Ravensworth 
ene dated 15th September the other 26 September 1787. The first was ne- 
companied by un enclosure No. 2 being o list of some private papers which 
T hud found in your chests and which atoording to the second I sent you by 
Mr. Young who went passenger on the Mavensworth. Of the enclosures T 
have unlockily no copy: Tf you have the letters let me request that you will 
turn to them and see if the list No. 2 is amongst them, Tt would give me in- 
Gnite satisfaction to find that it made mention of Nobkissen’s Bond. 

At present IT con only say “that you had written to me to look: for Nob- 
kissen's Bond; that I perfectly well remember that I found many of your 
private papers; that I sent them to you; and that I believe Nobkissen’s Bond 
was amongst them.” I wish you could assist my recollection, and I shall be 
much obliged to you if between this and Sunday next you will at all events 
Write to me on the subject directing your letter to he left for me ul Mr. 
Shawe's. Thal be there next Monday evening. 

I hope to hear that Mrs, Hastings and yourself are well, and that she 
bere the snd tidings of her loss with as much firmness as tenderness, Remember 
meé to her affectionately and believe me 


Your obliged and gratefol servant 


[Addressed to :—] Gxo. Nesmrrr THowrson, 
Watsew Hastixcs Esq. 
Dorants Hotel, 
German Si. 


St. Jamey's London. 
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Ny. B2, 
Wills Coffee Ho, Serle Street, 
Lrxcotxs Isr, 
Friday, 18th July 1800. 
My dear and hond. Sir, 

The liberality with which you decline my humble services gives you the 
betier caim to them, and if possible encrestes my desire of rendering them to 
you. I have always thought that he must be a torpid wretch indeed who 
evuld know you intimately and not catch a little of your disinterestedness. It 
is not saying enough of you to assert merely that of all human beings you are 
tle least selfish. 

If the papers are found T had better be » witness of their discovery that 
as such you may have the benefit of my evidence. Desules thai I think I 
may contribute to the success of your search, or lessen at least the trouble of it. 

You will probably receive this to-morrow so that I shall confidently ex- 
pect to receive a letter from you on Monday morning. Let it tell me only 
whether you abide or not by your intention of setting out for Doylsford on 
Sunday. Ii you do, I will please ¢ God be with you there either on Tuesday 
night or early on Wednesday morning. I allow myself this Intitude because 
I rely on the public stages for my conveyance. When you retarn from 
Daylsford I shal! lope to tempt you by the way of Penton. Such you see 1s 
my disinterestedness. If the letter which T expect on Monday tells me thal 
from any eanse you have deferred your visit to Daylsford I shall then go 
home immediately, I rejoice to find that my truly dear and valuable frientl 
and patroness already receives benefit from Bolling, ond am sorry to be any 
ways inetromental in robbing you of the pleasure of watching her recovery, 
and of contributing to it hy your presence. Thut God may bless you both 
is my Dear Sir the fervent wish of 

Your obliged and griteful servant, 
Gro Nesurrr Tuomrsox. 


22nd Sept. 1800. 
No. 83. 


My dear and hond. Sir, 

The reports which I lnve received of your health do not satisfy me. I 
find that you aré stil] afflicted with the pain in your head. Ti ia the last part 
about you except your heart that I should have expected to be ibe seat of 
pain, conceiving that the perfect organisation of both would have excluded 
it. But of these matters we know very little, Thai inlellectual Creature 
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Pope lived with o constant head ach, and I dare assy you recollect many more 
mstinces of the same sort than-T do. 

Whon I was in London I read your letter to Shaw with a full conviction 
of all the trutha it was intended to establish, But “the Law te the perfection 
of Jtcazon,” and as T have never attained to this perfection, it is no wonder 
thst Iam inenpable o£ discerning the principles by which it supersedes the 
chetates oF common sense. 

You forgoi or omitted to leave with me your wiilitions tu Mr. Austey’s 
Poem on Contentmen!, and the recipe for preserving Potatoes. (if the latter 
[ remember the outlines: The Potatoes are ta be treated like apples—wiili 
thie difference (hat of the apples you preserve the juice, and of the potatoes the 


prin! p. 
Now to besiness—Towards many men your relation, Heaven lmows, is 
strangely changed. Between us it remains the same, You are stil] the 


patron amd Dam still the client. Were I to paint Bellisarius, his dog should 
still be looking up at him with undiminished prdowr of attachwent, ond 
eageriess of expectation. Henry Powney you know whe to hove had the 
writership which Col, Toone so generoualy left at the ispciayl of Mra, Hustings 
nnd yoursel! but bemmg too old by two months to take it, it devolved upon his 
younger anil more fortunute brother Edward, It ia now above six years 
since Henry lins resided in Indio, Soom after his arrival there he weut 
to his elder brother George at Ramnod where he applied ‘himself with grent 
diligence to business and to the sindy of the Languages uf the Country, 
Soon ifter our late gequisition of Ceylon le was engaged by Frederick 
North in the Service of the Company at that Place, and Frederick North 
it seems line strongly recommended him tothe Court of Directors for a per- 
manent Employment, Toone-tells me that the Fate of this Recommendation 
will principally rest with the two Chairs, and it iv to request your Interest with 
Taehs, aod with him only that I now trouble you. Wndertatand also that if 
for any Reason you feel a Difficulty in applying to him on. this eccmsion, it 
is my earnest Wisk (hat you will decline doing so. I have often «sid and 
always with truth that there is no Person living whese Welfare I would 
promote at the Mxpense of your Peace: Remember ne most affentionately 
to Mrs. Hustings. She os well gs yourself will be glad to know that 
Airs. Thomypwon and oir Children are. well, For my own Port I eontinne bo 
have many “~ Monitiure which feelingly pernunle me what Tam," but whilat 
they remind me of my mortality, they make mo rejoice in [t, My «weet Boy 
who is at my Elbow forbids the Tudulgence of thie Sentiment; for his Sake 
ond thet of hie Brothers and Sisters I ought coutentedly to bear tle Load 
of Life as long a9 IT can be useful in lessening the Weight of theirs, or 
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contributing to. the Strength und Fortitude by which they are to sustain 
the Burthen of it. Iam Dear Sir most truly yours 
Gzo. Nussrrr Taomrson. 
Remember us to the Imbotfs, 
[Addressed to] 
Wanrey Histives, Esa, 
Daylstord House, 
Chipping Norton. 





No. 94. 
Pextow Lopar, 
10th April 1801. 
My dear and hond. Sir 

I have just now recerved your Letter of the Sth and infinite is the Happi- 
ness whicli it affornls me. Amongst the many Sinw Negligendies and [rucran- 
ced with which I have to reproach myself none hes lately laid with heavier 
oppression on my Heart than my long Neglect of you. I have owed you a 
Letter ever «ince November last—I at first deleyed to write it to you not 
because I had little to say but becanse I had much, Delays are indeed 
Dangerous—and for this reason especially that if once yielded to their 
Dominion is not afterwards essily disputed—Indolence comes to their aid, 
and such ie the painful Sort of Sleep in which that half torpifying Devil haa 
laid my Soul, that whilst I have felt the Weight which lay so heavy on my 
Brenast, and knew the Means of removing it, I have not had the Power to use 
them—Your Letter has awakened me, not by Reproaches but by a Voice aa 
kind as that with which Adam dispersed the distresaful Dreams of Eve. 
Others talk of the Principles of Christianity—you practise them—and are 

amongst the very few who return good for evil. 

Though I know not who may reap, I am willing to sow. We cannot 
continue to live at Penton—I am not ashamed of this, but Mrs Thompson 
feels co much Humiliation in the Idea, that I am not sure ale would pardon 
me, for imparting it even to you—Keep it to yourself and assist me if you can 
im procuring o Purchaser for my Property. It certainly has much to recom- 
mend it. A good House in «a ¢rouded Neighbourhood, only 67 miles from 
London ond 45 from Bath—with all ite excellent Furniture; 150 Aores of 
Land of different Tenures, Farming Stock of every Description, with the 
Qrops upon the Ground would all come within the Price of fifteen thousand 
Pounds. To apply however the Doctrines of Krishan, I will use this Place 
as if T waa to live here for ever, and I therefore repeat that I will cow whoever 
is to raap. Be so kind as to send me three Bishele if you CAN Apare as mind 
of your Barley Wheat, and direct that it may be forwarded to me from 


§ 
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London by Cook's Salisbury Coach, which sets out every day at 2 o'clock from 
the Belle Savage Ludgate Hill, How many Bushele of this Grain do you 
suw to an Acre? of the Common Barley we here allow 5 Buahels, 

Not to lose a Post I write in great Haste. It is indeed to be lamented 
that whiist the Vessel of our State is in so much Danger, you should be con- 
fined to your Cabin—yet T wonder that-you can bear to go upon Deck, and vs 
« Passenger merely to behold the Folly Rashness and Wickedness of those to 
whom it’s Safety hus been 40 long and so unhappily committed—for the lute 
Change ie but a Change of the Watch, and not of the Officers: 

I rejoice that Mrs MWustings anjoys good Mealth—Assure her that 1 
ehnl] nover forget the generons Patronage with which She honoured me. 
To her am I indebted not only for her own Friendship but in great Measure 
for your's also, Mrs. Thonipson and our Children 1 thank God are well, and 
1 am Dear Sir 





moet truly yours 
[Addressed ta:—}] 
Wantex Hastixas Esa. 
Dayleford Tlouse 
Chipping Norton 





No. 96. 
No, 63, Lowes Gaosveson Sreenr 
Tuesd. 2d Fetry, 1802 

My dear ond hond. Sir | 

I came to Town two or three days ago upon the Business of an Estate to 
which I am Executor, and in Consequence of a Cold am now confined to my 
Room by a slight Fever. I do not know that I should now have written to 
you, were it not to tell you that in a Parcel of Booke which Becket is sending 
you T have enclosed one that you left at Penton—namely your Proposal for 
establishing a Persian Professorship at ont of the Uutversities—A Proposal 
which ssems to comprehend almost all the Good of that coming from the 
Marquis of Welseley without its Expense and Inconveniences. Ware [ fond 
of heing my own Historian, I should not have lost the only occasion which 
I ever of being such, but should have duly informed you Jong before this 
lime that Mrs Thompson waa safely delivered of another fine Boy on the Ist 
of Janusry—this being our third Son and onr Sixth Child. If we go on Lins 
I shall not “ be avhamed to speak with my Enemy in the Gate"—of the Kings 
Bench; for suoh a Family will be a plausible Pretext at least for getting there. 
it ts paradoxical that We should take Liberties with Things in Proportion as 
We venarate them; but the Fact is that I hove veniured with Mre Thompeon's 
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hearty Consent to invest our last Boy with the honoured names of Warren 
Hastings. You have nothing to pay for it, The Priest blessed the Boy with 
tliis gratifying Beneidiction—" May he be aa great a Mow ox his: Godfather,” 
Don't be angry—Consider I have nothing to offer you but my Children. | 
liu indeed four other great Men to choose out of—Lord Thulon Buonoparte 
Neloon und Sir Sidney Smith, Those whe know you thoroughly and my 
Obligutions to you will on no Principle condemn my Choice, My Stay here 
nitist In some meaaure depen! on the Cantinuavee of my Indisposition—tt tt 
leaves me within these two Days I shall hope to be at home again within ten. 
Present my grateful Remembrances to my Friend and Benefactress Aira 
Hastings and believe me 

Dear ond honil. Sir 
Your infinitely obliged and faithful Servant 
Geo. Neserrr Tromrson. 


= 


atv. 
No. 69, Lowen Grosvexor STREET 
Saturday [Postmark 1802.) 

My ilear and hom. Sir 

The Business which principally brought me to London was that of my 
late Frignd Davies. Whilst here I have also employed myself in looking 
into the Concerns of poor Turner. We cannot find any Will subsequent ‘9 
the one which He mado apou leaving India—Under this lie Property after 
the Payment of a few Legacies will all go as / conceive to his natural Son, 
In his Pocket Book waa found a Paper in his own hand writing without-either 
date or Signature which was in my opinion the Sketch or Plan of the Will 
which T have wbove mentioned, But to ascertain whether this Paper should 
hare avy operation in modifying or explaining hie Will, and to instruct us 
as to the manner in which we ought to prove the Will and to act under it We 
have prepared o Case for the Consideration of two great Chancery Lawyers. 
This Case contains a full Statement of the Will, and the unsigned Paper; 
of the Situation, and amount of lis Property at the time he made lis Will, 
at the time of his Death, and at present; and every Question thal can arise 
upon these Fuoth is submitted to the Consideration of the Council. I have 
directed, a Copy of the Case and of the Opimimis lo be sent to you—in the 
ineantime it may be proper for mie to odd that your Name is not mentioned in 
the Will, and that in the unsigned Paper it ie only mentioned aa the devisee 
of his Thihet Papera. Tis Exeontors in India are White and a Mr Martya, 
and his Executors in England are Mr. Sadler Mr, Wroughton and myself, 

Tom very glad to find that you are coming to Town, as T hope I shall 
have the Pleasure of seeing you before my Departure hence. 
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I beg you will present my Complis. to Mr. & Mrs. Woodman and that 
you will believe me mual truly yours 
Geo. Nzsarrr Trorsos. 
[Addressed to :—] 
Wazeenx Hastrvas Esq. 
at. 
Juco. Woodman's Esq. 
Ewell 
Surrer. 





No, 97. 
Pextos Lonoe 
17 Mey 1802 

Afy dear and bond. Sir 

Upon leaving Daylsford I met Mr Penmiston's Mare, and prudently as 
you will think declined the Purchase of her. T got to Shrewsbury that Night. 
and to Chirk Castle the next morning, Tell my dear Mrs. Hastings that I 
am now hetter nequainted than Twas with Mry Biddulph, and can pronounce 
her to be not equivocally a good Sort of Woman, but positively a good one— 
Such a Woman as would le a valunble Wife did She bring with her no other 
Dowry than her amiable Dispositions, But in Addition to these She has made 
Hiddolph the Lord of noble Mansion, an extensive Estate, and nomerons 
Depenlants. The Property is no Doubt incumbered, but in its greut 
Capability of Tmprovement i) possesses the ample means of speedily liberating 
itself, Tt ie indeed a highly interesting Country—Nature reigas there in 
all her Dignity, but not to the Preelusion of Art. The noblest Aquetluct cer- 
tainly in England if not in the World carries a Canal across the lovely Valley 
of Liangollen—The Forges smoke amongst the Mountaine—and whilet the 
Miners are toiling within the Bowols of the Earth, an industrious Péessantry 
are not only inborinusly but skilfully cullivating ites Surface. I doa not 
wander at the proud! Attachmerit of Welshmen to their native Soil. A dingle 
View of their Country hes made me discontented with the Tameness of my 
own. Un my Return I dined with Jonathan Seott at Shrewabury—a man 
whom I have always loved for the Singlenass of his Tleart and the Simplicity 
of his manners—tIlis Business seams to be the Education of his Daughter, 
the only original Work with which his Labors have ever presented him. He 
seems to regret the litild Saocesss that has attended his Tranalations, and 
laments that at Shrewabury he hae not a single Son! with whom He Man com: 
municate on the Subjects which have so long employed his Thoughts. It is 
possible my dear Sir that you may help to make this good little Man useful 
and happy. Upon coming to Oxford T dined with the learned Dr. White 
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Professor of Arabio and Hebrew, and Canon of Christ Church—t found him 
ambitious too of being useful in his Office if not in bis Generation. In his 
Desire of promoting Oriental Literature in general, he is aolicitous of form- 
ing on Establishment at Oxford for teaching the Persian Language—To 
this End all he wants are Funds for the Payment of an Englishman a» 
Professur, anil of one Mahomedan aa his Assistant. From three to Five: hun- 
dred a Year he thinks would be sufficient to pay them both. He thinks the 
very success of the Attempt would depend upon the Character of the Man who 
is to be firet made the Professor—and little Jonathan, « Name honorable in 
Hebrew Lore and perieps therefore dear to the Doctor ia the Man of his 
Choice—Jonathan with a Humility which becomes him is willing to accept 
the (fice even at the very low Salary which the Doctor thinks of annexing 
to it,. To you I need say nothing in favor of the Attempt. Ii meets your 
early Proposal, and avoids the Expense uttending the splendid Establishment 
of Lard Wolseley. Tt furnishes too to the Directors an opportunity of proving 
to the World, that in rejecting his Lordships Plan they were really actuated 
by a necessary Regard to Economy and not by a onlpable Disregard for Liter- 
ature or the Qualifiontions of their Servants. You will see that the we of 
the Moonshy is principally to teach the Pronunoistion. I write in Haste, 
having always too little ta do, to do anything leisurely and properly—But 
shall have done enough if T have succeeded in recommending the Subjeot to 
your Attention. In your maturing Mind it will receive all the Improvement 
and Effect of which it is capable. 
Remember us to Mrs. tastings and the Imboffs. 
Gieo, Neserrr Trourson. 
[Addressed ta:—] 
Warnex Hastixcs. Esq. 
Farm Street 





Jolin Street 
Berkeley Square 
London. 
No. 98. 


Pextos Lopur 
Friday 30th July L802. 
My dear Madam 

Mirs Grindall arrived here a few days ago. Amongst the Schemes which 
She and her Sister have formed for the Improvement of the Happiness which 
they enjoy in each other’s Company is that of securing to themselves, the 
Pleasure of your's and Mr. Hastings’s. They both remember with Thankful- 
ness the repeated Invitation you have given them toe Daylstord ond they are 
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now se fortunate as to be able to avail themselves of it. If perfectly conve- 
nient to you to receive them they will he with you on Thursday next by Tes 
Time, They purpose dining at Oxford. Their Party will consist of them- 
selves, the two Mise Grindalls, one Maid and one Man Servant. ley have 
allotted » Week to thia delightful Visit, and about the Close of it Heary Van- 
sittart will perhaps pay his Respects to you fora day or two, I um myself 40 
stay at home to superintend the Nursery and the Farm, They have fixed sa 
remote a day for waiting on you that you may have full time either to decline 
or accept their Oompany, which (hey enrnesily request you will do as chal! best 
suit your Convenience. You may tell Mr, Hastings that I do indeed behold 
with Indignation the different Treatment which He and Lord Wellesly receive 
from our leading Men. But Sensutions of this Sort I should no longer feel 
could the Frequency of their Reenrrence have blunted my Perception of them, 
But my Feelings upon every thing that concerns my much honoured Patron 
areas acute ag ever, Heflection only serves to heighten my Love of him, and 
my hitter Detestation of the Villains high and low open and concealed who 
have concurred in rewarding his unexampled Patriotism, his important Ser- 
vices with Poverty Neglect Calumny and Persecution, This World certainly 
isnot made for him. ‘There must of Course be another and a better, All ory 
Reasonings about him terminats in this Conclusion and I confess it ja the only 
consolatory one they afford me. Pray give him the enclosed Bank Note and 
Fescue Grass. Tt grows in greater Abundance and less mixed with other 
Grasses nner the Walls of the new Inclosures about Addlestrop Downs (han 
I have seen it elsewhere, I hope He will be able to send it to me by Mfrs 
Thompson on her Return. ‘We are all well and unite in kind Regards to Mr 
Hastings and yourself. If Mies Payne is with you remember us to her and 
believe me Dear Madam 
Your infinitely obliged and faithful kble. Servant 
Geo. Nesorrr Toowrsow 





[Addressed to :—] 
Mas. Hiastings 
Daylstord House 
Chipping Norton 





No. 99. 
Pestox Lopor 
lat Octr. 1802 
My dear and hand. Sir 
Your last four Letters are now lying before me. "Though they were all 
written solely te accomplish my Wishes, and to promote the Happingss of 
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myself and oy Friends yet have I not had the Grove fo thank you for one of 
them. It ja because I love and reverence you that I have thus neglected you, 
If T had thought you to be ae other Men are, proud, eaptious, ani prone to 
Suspicion; had 7 not kmown it was by the pure example of your ww Heart 
(lat you judged the Tearts of other Men T should not have dared to have left 
you such ample Motives to question the Gratitude of mine, But it i not of 
the Truth that We are best convinced that we are most anxious to establiali 
the Proofs, Assired in my Soul of my high Regard for you, I feel no more 
Necessity of proving it than T do the Love which I bear myself; and next to 
myself you are consequetily tht Man whom upen many oceasions I have 
moat neglected. 

My Paper lise not given the Proceedings upon the late Disposal of the 
Nabobship of the Carnatio with any Regularity. Bui I have seen enonpli 
of them to know how lo apply your very apt Quotation from Tuvenal, and to 
confirm me im the Truth of an observation which I myself made in an early 
Period of your Trial. You were offered up a spotless Sacrifice and Propitia- 
tion not only for all the offences that ever had heen committed in India, but 
for all that were to follow. You have redeemed the lost Character of Indians, 
and are become the Sanctuary to which as to the Altar of » slaughtered Saint 
real Culprits will in future fly for Safety, Who will henceforth believe the 
Delinquency of Tndiens, or hear but with Indignation of their Impeachment? 

I received the two Bags of Grass Seed with all Thankfulness, but not till 
8 long after their Dispatch, that the Plants whieh they contained were lilm ost 
dead, I am in hopes however of saving them. T have read with the most 
iiinute Attention all you have said wpon tle Subject of cultivating the Grass 
Seeds anil am so thoroughly convinced of the Truth af tat Doctrine which 
you call your own that T aim determined implicitly to follow it, The Piece of 
Land which TI wish io lay down adjoins my Lawn anil resembles it in Quality. 
The Herbage of the Lawn is in general very sweet, but one Part of tt ts #0 
particularly gratefal t the Cattle, that, though it has been for these two 
Months past eaten down closer than that of a Bowling Green, they nll, Sheep 
Cows and Horses continue to resétt to it several times in every day. This 
Terbage I intend to reserve for Seed, thresh it as soon aa it is ripe, and sow it’a 
Produce in August without any other Grain whatever, My Attention in the 
mean time will be equally directed t6 both Pieces of Land, so that the one may 
produce an Abundaner of good Seed, and the other be in the best possible con- 
dition to receive it: The Fesove I shall also sow as you advise, by itself, and 
on a Spot waited ty its Growth, : 

The Party returned from Dayleford enamoured of its Beauty, and thank- 
ful for all the Atfentions they received there—but not without some Portion 


of Remorse—They entered your House like “Thieves In the Night’; and 
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though they departed in the Morning it wns not altogether with a Change of 
Character—For upon their Arrival here they found to their great Mortification 
that the Servant had packed up two of Mrs. Hastings’s Music Books with those 
of the young Ladies—The one isa Psalm Book, the other Birds Hindostanny 
Airs. When I go to London which I fear | must do very soon I will deliver 
them to Becket so'that he may forward them to you with bis first Packet, Mra 
Grindall and her Family wre at the Isle of White (mc), When We last heard 
from Powney He waa al Geneva. We I thank God are oll well, Your fayour- 
able oponion of my dear Marian is highly enititying to mé—lI will endeavour to 
render her in ail things deserving of it, and worthy of the Tlouor Slio received 
when Mra Hastings became her Golmother—She unites with Mrs Thompson 
anil myself in the most affectionate and grateful Remembrance of Mrs Ilast- 
ings ond yourself, and Iam Dear Sir most truly yours 
treo. Neserrr THowrsox 
If Mrs Motte is still with wou, present to her our kind Regards. 
[Addressed to =—] 
Wanrees THastixus Esq 
Daylaford Howse. 








No, 100. 
Pesxtor Lopes 
Mond. 18 July 1803 

My dear and hond. Sir 

The Kindness I have invariably received both from Mrs Hastings and 
yourself convinces me that nothing which much concerns me will be quite 
indifferent to either of you, and therefore though the Rvent lias nothing very 
extraordinary in it I think it worth while to tell you that Mre Thompson was 
on last Thursday Sent., the 7th, sefely delivered of a very fine Boy, and that 
both She and the Infant have ever since continued to do well—She enme down 
Stairs within the Week, nnd He went out undaunted by the Fear of Invaders 
when He was only four days old. All this is well, and I do most sincerely 
thank God for it, But considering the presen| State of Europe, it fs hardly 
enough that English Women should produce “Men Children only,” they should 
bring them inte the World like the Progeny of Cadmus, complete Warriors 
with Arms in their Hands, Evyen this I fear would be insufficient to defend us 
against the Enthusinsm of the French and the extraordinary Talents of their 
Leader unless the upper Ranks in Society can contrive to excite the Patriotiam, 
-and eall forth the Energies of those below them, and «wiless these powerfnl 
Principles when awakened are committed to the Disposal and Direction of a 
higher Species of Intelligence, of a more exalted Genius than that of our high 
born and royal Commander in Chief. A Gentleman who called on me a few 
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days ago wan stzpok by the Intelligence expressed in your Bust. I told him 
and opon my Honor most truly, that there was not in my Opinion ® man in 
England so fit to be placed at the Head of a Military Council as yoursell—l 
shortly told him what ‘you bad done when eurprized at Benares, and 1 repeated 
to him the only but emphatic Words which Popham uttered when He came ont 
from that Conference in which you had given him your Plan and Instructions 
fur the Attack of all Chiet Sings Forts at once. They were these—" He 
should have been a General.” Buonoparte is not a Man to be opposed by 
ordinary Means. It is the Poet which makes the Critic and not tho Critic the 
Poet. Buonoparte is constantly enlarging the military Code. lis Movements 
suggested by the Spur of the Occnsion ani adapted most minutely to its Exi- 
gencies will hereafter probably for duller Men become the settled Rules of 
War: but to anticipate them in their Conception and to counteract them at the 
very moment of their Birth requires Talents powerful energetic and creative as 
lis own, Were you to direct our military operations and Sir Sidney Smith in 
Preference to every other Man in England to execute them, Appreliensions 
which I feel for the Safety of my Wife and Children and for the Honor of my 
(iountry would not be so painful as TF confess they now sometimes are, The 
lower orders of my Countrymen are bold and generous, but they have been 50 
much abused in the late shumeful War info which they were #0 
wickedly trapanned for the Testoration of the Bourbons, and all 
ihe horrible Carruptions of France that they sre now beoome insen- 
sible to the truo condition of their own Country, We were yesterday to 
consider the Proposals and Plan wiliich have been circulated for the Defence 
of the Realm: None of the neighbouring Purishes have yet been able to do 
anything effectual for the Purpose. The Inhabitants of this Village I found 
cold suspicious anil very unwilling to assemble—I ot length however got them 
iogetlier, and before We parted hai the Satisfaction of seeing them almoat 
mad with patrintio Enthusiasm. I hope I shall hear from you, and thet you 
will tell me that both Mrs Hastings nnd yourself are well—I beg you will 
present my kind Regards to her, and assure her that I shall never forget my 
great Obligations to her. I very often lament that We are not nearer Neigh- 
hours. As T advance in Life I find myself less disposed anid less qualified for 
the Formation of new Friendships—l of course relinquish with the greater 
Reluctance the delightful Intercourse of old ones. Tow and where are Mr 
and Mrs Imhoff? Have you heard anything of Sir Elijah? Iam sure I 
wearied you when I was in London with my Visit. When I think how 
ardently I sought isaion. to you, and how little I had to say to you when 
I obtained it T am almost ashamed of inyself—Unlezs you made large Allow- 
ances for the Effects of early Attachment and old Habits, unless the Fulness 
of the Heart can compensste for all cther Deficiencies, you must have some- 
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Seipwer st your Disp, F asleud Jour Gaieny eras Dest ale 


vou lind to give. | 
[uisigned] 


ye, 





[ Addressel fo :—]j 
Wanner Hasrivas Esq, 
Dayleford House 
Chipping Norton. 





No. 101, 
Pextow Lopae 
Friday 12 New. 1808 
My dear wid Hond Sir 

I cannot tell you how thankful I am for your truly kind Letter. T take 
such a Share in your Virtues that instead of feeling myself humbled by your 
Surperiority T hm even prow] of 1+—Were not this the Case I should be mor- 
tified to And that in inquiring after my Condition you had anticipated a» 
Design which T had long formed, and too long deferred of inquiring afte: 
your's; bat Tam delighted to find myself thus kindly remembered im spite of 
omissions which ware ealoulated etther to render me forgotten, or hought al 
only with Reprelension. 

T hod indeed seen in the Papers:a Report of Saadut Allys offer to you— 
But this tough it did honor het to hiniwself and Lord Welseley fell so far 
short of my Idee of your Pretensions, that T could not ‘bring myself to con- 
gratulate yon upon it; especially too as I foresanw that to give full Effect to 
the generous [utentions of this Foreigner, this Follower of Mahomed ‘you 
would be again compelled to taste the Tasolence aud Ingratitude of some of 
your Christian Countrymen and the selfish Indifference at least of their most 
sanctified snd pious Sovereign. When Iwas in India I wished to procure for 
you some Donation of thie Kind, not merely for it’s pecuniary. Emportance, 
bot #4 cv nnquestionable Proof wf the Regard af the Doners.. The Wish was 
tonfined to my own Breast; and if I can rely upon my Recollection FE found 
it opposed in Embryo, by » new Law, wlich whilst I read it, I exclaimed was 
made entirely though covertly against youn—I ean not find it amongst the few 
Acts in my Pessession—Does any such Law exist—or Naya I been dreaming? 

Tam glad to find that you do not think Buonoparte will come—For +f 
you would find the Attempt impracticalle Me probably will—You are how- 
ever the only Mon in England of whom T em say 46 much—When ordinary 
Mon deride the Project, T eay it is ie way in which all Title Minds heya ine 
variably contemplated the Designs of great ones. YT live amonget Unhetio- 
vere—My Faith i» however better caloulated to make we wliole than their 
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Inoredulity. 1 do not think that the Invasion of England will wow form the 
pelncipel Part of his Attack—I¢ will however be made in such a manner as Wi 
aid his greater Objects, to save hie Credit with his Troops, and surrounding 
Nations, and to do na an Infinity of mischief —But Tom so vulnerable with 
wife ond seven Infant Children, thot my Fears perhape are Father of these 
Thoughts, Individually I should evan thank him for his Threats, since they 
have called forth a glorionws Spirit in the Country, and though they may not 
retard! the Decline of our Empire will I trnat give Glories to it's Setting. 
Tider such a Prince as Alfred it would have done both. Whael « People—if 
ihey had but Itulers worthy of them. T have written thie since E came home 
from hunting—for I am still an idle Fellow. Tmnade two Attempts to raise 
a Corps of Cavalry, but both failed—thongh the Marquis of Winchester off- 
ered himself for the Command ef the first, und Tom Smith s young Man of 
yreat Expectations, for the second. We are all well. Give our love to Mrs 
Tiasting=—and to Emhoff too, God for ever Liles you all. 
GN. Tromrsox. 








[Aiddvessel to >—] 
Wanren Hastixcs isa. 
Dayisford ITouse 
Chipping Norton. 





Na, 1M. 
| Pentor Loner 
19 Oetr 1804 

My denr and Hond Sir 

 -¥our Letter of the 1d came thie Morning, and it was the first of all your 
Letters which I ever opened with more of Fear and Trembling than of Con- 
fidence and Joy. I knew Thad sinued against your and T dreaded your Rebuke 
in Proportion as T was anre it would be milder than my Offence, Dog as I 
ani—t received your Letter of the 21- ut Septr Tam not however without 
Palliations of my apparent Neglect, The moment [t ame te hand I begun 
my Search. for the Papers which could beat enable mée to amesure i} My 
Search continuéd at Intervals for tre or (tree days bit without finding them. 
Unwilling to treat the Subjeet without the Lights whieh these Papers woul! 
shed on it, I deferred the Disctission of it i hopes of nding them. Delays 
are dangerous, other Concerns broke in. upon we—My Bankers broke, aid 
had nearly plundered me of Ten thousand Pounils of another Person's Monoy 
#3 it huppened I most fortunately lost only about £280 of my-own. To him 
that jiath shall be given, you have verified the remaining and more unintelli- 
gible Part of the Sentence as well as myself, Next I wae obliged to go from 
home far nearly one Week, Our Fair tlien came. and oceupied my time for 


—$—$—$——— 
almost the whole of another, Besides which I have been obliged to ride 
many Miles in Parsuil of a Wet Nurse for a little Creature who will probably 
come into the World crying for one within these few days, These Cirenm- 
sances will I hope mitigate my Offenco, though T um convinced ther do 
not wholly excuse it—Pardon me. 

I have just now hastily conimitted to Paper tle Heals of a Latter which 
if you choose you may write to Mr Warre, 1 am myself however a poor 
Creature atul so afraid of Disgrace that I should probably pay the £200. Ay 
Conscience howerer does not permit me positively to advise your doing bu. 
Though I cannot find any Copies of my Letters to Mr Warre I am 20 tho- 
roughly confident of (he Impressions under which 1 wrote them that you may 
safely call for their Production. I am going Nine Miles to Dinner, anil 
have sent four fora Frank. If ii comes Mrs Thompson will give you the 
Venetit of it. If not let ihe double Postage add to Mr Creswick’s Sins and 
not fu mine. Mrs Thompeon is well. Her Foke perhaps is not easy, but 
lier Burthen, lunge as it is, is light, so well does She bear it, Her Brother 
George is here. They both send their kind Regards to you and jom me in 
those which I heartily offer tomy dear Friend Mrs Hastings. .All our Seven 
Children I thank God are well, Harry the Bighth, or mther the firat is ot 
Deal, serving his Country in the Militia, and most patriotically with great 
Snorifice of his Pleasures. 








Tam most intthfully your'e 
Geo. Neserrr Tromrson. 
| Addressed to:—] 
Wannex Dastrus Faso. 
Daylsford Honse. 





No. 105. 
Pextox Lopce, 
Thurad. 8 Nowr- 1804 
My dear and hond Sir 
It is not by your Virtues that you will ever be able to astonish me, Tf 
know that Patience Long-suffering and Forgiveness are amongst the Number 
of them, and I am therefore not at all surprized to find that my Faults in- 
stead of drawing down your Censure on me, have only induced you to blame 
yourseli—so true it is that the wise and good are always more lenient to the 
Faults of others than to their own. But though T am not surprized at your 
Excollencies, I comfess I mm ot any thing like an Error or Deficiency. Tow 
ronld gow be ignorant that Taunton was in Somersetehire or fail to find it in 
any of sour Maps when Cary even in his little one of that Country has not 
poly laid i} down but Hestercomh also? 
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Your Comments upon Mr C. Jones's Letter w Mr Stratton has I confess 
altered my Opinion of it. Your Reasoning however very mach depends upan 
the Fact whether Mr Creswicke was or was not living when the Father com- 
muniouted with his Son, Tf he was living why did they not both apply to 
lim? That He had Assets for the Payment of this Debt seems evident frum 
your succeeding to the Houses at Chellenham utiless indeed they came to 
you under on Entail, But I write in Haste, and if I had Leisure it is nol 
probable that I should be able to afforl you any new Lights upon a Subject 
which you have so well considered, I am not only the Tutor of my Children, 
but their Plirymate, and they liave aleiost all Leen bere in Succession, to tell 
me that IT must make Haste and come out, for that it is getting late. Un 
lust Tues, Fortnight Mrs Thompson added another to these delightful Cares, 
these careful Delights. She was then safely delivered of another Son and 
loth have ever since continued to do well. We have now five Boyw anid 
three Girle. The God who has fed theiy Futher and who feeds the Ravens 
will I truat in his Merey take Care of them: 

Poor Mrs Rawlins, the amiable Sister of Mrs Thompson died early 
this-yeor in Child Bed, leaving Six Children. Tom Powney her Brother who 
went a Weiler to Bengal about 10 years ogo urrived a few days ago with the 
three oldest of them. They are all now here on their Way te London, Tom 
rame home partly to recruit bis Mealth, and partly to take Charge of these 
porn Children, their Father not being able ty leave India at present without 
great Injury to hia Concerns’ ‘andl eousequently to their Welfare. Mre 
Thompson and her Brother unite in kind Regards to Mrs, Hastings and 
yourself aud I am my dear Sir 

most truly and gratefully Yours 
Geo. Nesurrr THompson, 
[Addressed to : —} 
Wanees Ilastixes Esa. 
Dayisford House, 
Chipping Nortow. 


No. 104. 
Pasxton Lovee. 
A Deer. 1804 

My ilear sail Hond Sir 

You cannot be more tired of reading Apologice for my Silence than T am 
of making them, In Procrastination [ am absolutely meorrigible, for [ sin 
not only against the constant Admonitions of my Conscience but in spite of 
the bitter Pangs with which it incessantly punishes my Delinquency. 
Shenetone’s Division of Monkind can along account for my Conduct—He says 


1] 
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the World may be dlividod into People who read, People who write, People 
who think and Fox Hunters—I am in the latter Class—and it ia chiefly thot 
1 am writing to Night. 

T nannot conpeive that -your Payment of Mr Jones's Demand would in Low 
subject you to the Payment of all the othar Debts of your deceased Uncle, and 
were there anything which in Honor and Conscience made thie a Delt of pecu- 
liar and distinguished obligation om you I think it would he too much in the 
Spirit of that subtle Casnist Edmund Burke to refuse the Payment of it lest 
other Creditors of inferior Note should think themselves agrieved by your 
Partiality, But the Pretexta under which it has been attempted to make you 
responsible for this Claim are to your own certain Knowledge falee. They 
can of courses in your Mind add nothing toute Sanctity—If they were: talse 
alep to the Knowledge or Belief of those who ueed them thiy fa perhapa of all 
your Wneles Debts the lesat entitled to your Consideration. It became Mr 
Jones who was called upon by Mr Creswick to staie hia Debt, to lock after the 
Payment of it, and if he was im truth the Friend of Mr Howard Hastings it 
waa his Duty noder the Right whinh Me possessed as a Creditor to call for on 
Account of hie Estate. and in proveruting hie own Claim to have protected tho 
Interests of two orphan Infants. There certainly does not appear m Con- 
ecience any gtent Obligation upon either of those orphans to indemnify Mr 
Jones for an Induigence to Mr Creswick by which probably: they were ihe 
greatest Sufferers, Further Inquiry however will probably throw farther 
lights upon the Subject—In the mean time I would Advise you to impart to 
My Warre such a4 you at present possess, and) (o repeat to him in Substance 
all Iam sure that you area. present pledged for, namely, that if you shall be 
convinved that the Money waa in truth borrowed to send you ta India, and 
that it has never been paid, you will when your Circomstancea shall permit 
repay the Principal Sum of £200. 

I should be still less satisfied than I om with the very imperfect View 
whieh T have taken of the Subject were I not convineed thet you wil] want no 
Asuistance ty) see it in its proper Light—Ii ta one of (hose matters about which, 
if 1 recollect rightly, Solomon saye a Man'a own Mind will tell him more than 
Seven Men upon-e Wateh Tower. 1 have always been more anxious for your 
good Name, than for your Wealth, and I have always had the Satisfaction of 
sceing you deing everything 'o promote the one though IT heave very often 
beheld you extremely negligent of the other. 

Mrs Thompson and our Hight Children are well, Meury iv atill with the 
Berkshire Militia. Thomas Powney ono of Mrs Thompson's Brothers is lately 
returned from Bengal, partly for the Restoration of his Wealth, and partly to 
bring home three Infant Daughters of his deceased Sister Mra Rawling, I 
ast Week eaw Mr and Mrs Imhoff at Wallop, both in high TMealth and Beauty. 
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Mre Thompson unites with me im affectionate Regards to Mre Hastings and 
IT am my dear Sir your obliged and fatihful Servt 
Geo. Nesurrr Tuourson. 
[Addressed to:—| 
Waren Hastings Esa. 
Daylstord House 
Chipping Norton. 


No. 105, Prestox Lopes 
Tuesd, YO April 1805 
My ilear ani) Lond Sir 
For nothing in my opinion is thevuse of Letiers more desirable than for 
ile Means it gives us of communicating with our absent Frends. This En- 
largement of our polural Faculties, this humble Approach to ubiquity te. « 
Privilege which fow Men value more highly than I do, and of which probably 
no man more shamefully neglects the Exercise. Though a Day seldom passes 
in which I do not think of you with anshoted Affection and Esteem, yet have. 
1 suffered many Months to elepes with no more Intercourse between us than 
if We wore Inhabitants of different Planets, or Savages on the Pace of this, 
divided by impassible Wastes or by the insurmountable Obstacles of brutal 
Ignorance: It is long sinoe [hve been able to consider public Men or public 
Measures withoul » Reference of both to yourself. You may perhapa remen- 
her that L have invariably considered Dundass as the min though peere! 
Spring of your Persecutions, and you will therefore perhaps not be shocked 
that I rejoice in his Disgrace. “Even handed Justice has returned the 
* poisoned Chalice to his own Lips.” [like to behold Heaven thus. justifying 
te Ways to Man. The moral Turpitude of the offence for which Lord 
Melville now. sulfers perhaps does not jostify all the Clamour and Indignation 
whieh it has excited pguinst him. But no Severity of earthly Punishment 
can T am convinced be more than adequate to “his undivulged Crimes ae yet 
“unwhipt of Justice.” Tn every thing concerning India He has been most 
wicked and corrupt—a out Purse of the Stale—o Thief who stole the precious 
Dialem from the Shelf—In the whole of his public Life He has been actuated 
solely by the basest Selfishness, and to the Advancement of himself and his 
Connections wonld have aacrifived the best Interesta and the highest Honor 
of his Country, There is eamething singularly condign in lia Punishment. 
On many Ovessions he has mado Pit a Sharer in his guilt, and on this he has 
made him an ample Sharer in his Disgrace, He has contaminated every thing 
he has touched, Lord Lidmouth and hia Friends have injure! themselves 
yen by the “ holf-feced " Support which they have rendered him. The very 
worst which could hav+ happened to them from their mont decided Opposition 
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to him would have heew (le Dissolution of the present Ministry, Bat from 
this they would not long bave auffered: They would have confirmed the 
Upinion which the Public hue of their Virtue and would thus have strengthes- 

ed the surest Foundations of their Power, Supported by the public Voinw the 
King might soon and enaily have reinatated theni—They would I um convin- 
ced huve found Honesty the best Policy, 

Powney was here 4 few days ago. He gave us great Pleusure by his 
fuyourable Report of you—He told ua you were not only in excellent Health 
but had regained your Hearing Ef [ thought you were hall so Yinilictive as 
lam, 1 should congratulate you upon your Recovery of this Sense, when 
there was eo much to gratify it in the deserved and universal Opprobrium of 
your Enemies. You will live long enough to see your Triumph over them 
eomplete—Your own Worth has long since been wstablished—They ane hae 
fening te complete your Victory by the most damning Proofs of their own 
Delingmencies. 

I myself continae to derive so large a Portion of my Health and Ikuppi- 
ness from Horses that I hape your Love: and Uae of them still continue —J 
love now s Grand Daughter of your Aral-—She is tour years old, but by no 
inéane equal to the Expertotions I had formed of her from my Kuowledge wf 
his Worth. The Germe uf Excellence however is L am convineed still taut 
in Nis Breed, and T sliall persevere in my Attempts ty bring it forth, Lam now 
very anxiously considering whut will be the best Cross for my Filly, fas 
your Grey Mare borne any Produce to Tom Tring? hat is P think an excet- 
lent cross.—I do not osk vou after your converns with Mr Warte, or ot the 
India Hottee, for Leontess I wee in) neither much Prospect of Gratification: 
When I teat heard of Mrs Hastings if was in Terms thut pleased me eiiiech— 
I es Shs foes on (GO improve in good Health, and ita attendants, rood Looks 
nod good Spirits—Remember us ta her most affectionately. Mrs Thompeon 
and our Bight youny Olildren are I thank God all well, excepting only that 
sno or two of them hove slight colds. Your Godson Henry Vansittart is ‘very 
commendably doing duty with his Regiment im spite of the Dismust whinh 
Militta Officers might reasonably feel at their Treatment. and in spite of the 
Temptations which lis independent Fortune offers him to a Life of tnr- 
trained Liberty. When you particularly wish for that Spevies of Happin se 
which arises from conferring it an others write to me ond fell me ial you aul 
Mre Hastings are well, Tom your's anost faithfully 
| Addressed to :—] fieg, Nesarry Ti aipson, 

Warnes Hastrxas Faq. 
Daylsfor| House 
Chipping Norton, 
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No. 106. 
[The first page of this Letter is mascing,] 

cough: My grey mare, Ann, has disappointed me two years successively, 
and she it Iame. So I seldom ride now, but about my own grounds, and that 
commonly on one of Mra Hastings’s poneys. {I have some thoughts of having 
my mare chvered by one of our itinerant cart-horse stallions. I think it 
would prove s better cross than any with better blood, as she is rather too long, 
and wants whut ie called bone, If your judgment revolts at thie, you must 
make haste to forbid it. Is oot this something like sepulchri immemor struts 
domes?) 

Coll and Mrs Imboff were eo kind and eonsiderate a3 to give me their 
company in my return from town, thougl they could only stay with us just 
a week. They left ue both in perfect health, and were evidently the better 
for sven so short an enjoyment of our pure atmosphere, good hours and quiet. 
They too are umong those whom you ought to love on the credit of your own 
sentiments for them, This I take to be the meaning of one of Solamons 
proverbs, which Bishop Lowth in his lectures professes not to understand. As 
I have begun « new sheet without matter left to occupy tt, I will give you my 
version of the text, Ihave forgot the chapter. 

Seek you another's thoughts ty trace? 
Your own with calm reflexion sean. 
Asin the pool face anewers faea, 

So doth the heart of man to man. 

Mrs Hastings charges me to assure you and Mrs Thompson of her truly 
affectionate regards, and fervent wishes fur both and for your beloved chil- 
dren, ami io her assurances and wishes I bag leave to add mine, 

Lam ever, my dear Thompson, 
Your affectionate 
Warren Hastixas. 

Remember mo kindly to your friend, Harry Vansittart. Tam glad that 
he is eo laudably employed, and am nol sure that I regret his having totally 
quitted Oxford, if he hos quitted it. I shall tell you in my next what I have, 
—that is, what I shall have done in the affair of Mr Warre 





No. LO7. 
Pesxtos Lonas. 


Wed. 8th May 1905 


My dear and bond Sir 
I forbid the Bans) Both my Judgment ond Feelings revolt at the bor- 
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tible Idea of submitting your heuutiful- Grey Mare to wn. Itinerant Cart Horse. 
‘What onuld be expected from «uch a Junotion hut a Benat fit fir neither 
Waggon Coach or Saddle? I believe as you appear to da that She hus so mneh 
foreign Blood abont her aa to require for thi huprovement of her Breet some- 
thing more-indivenous to our Soil ian is te be found in the Grenerality of 
our high bred Racers, 1 am convinced ton that fram the great Age nt 
both her Parents She ie herself deficient in Vigor of Stamen and requires 
thereture for the Correction of that Defect a young and powerful Stallion, 
But surely all this is to be Mound without looking for it ma hairy legged 
lumbering Cart Horse. I haye no Doubt that not far from you, nest probably 
in Warwickshire you will find a large strong young half tred Horse of the 
Sort of the old English Hunter, fine in Shape of gol Action, and slove all 
with firm fore Legs who would prove an excellent Cross for your Grey Mare. 
I should indeed recommend Jom Tring were he not 20 years old, anid did I ant 
conjecture that he is the idention! Horse whom you have already tried and 
who lies for two succeeding years disappointed you. Hue and Cry, « famous 
Trotter and Master of great Weight covers at Uiington between Farringdon 
anil Wantage and probably attends Burford Market. Ewan Te would he 
infinitely better for your Mare than a mere cart Horse. You will see by the 
Importance whieh I give to this Subject that T do not approve your Ajpliog- 
tion of the“ Sepulchi immemor ete." Even if you had already one Foot in 
the Grave, which I thank God is apparently very far from being the Case, 
Tshould still advise you to keep the other in thi Stireup. ‘This Fust hold of 
the present World whilst a Man is looking steadfastly at the next is think 
rendered yery consistent in the Advice of Khreeshnu to Argoon. “'Think of 
“thia World” says that divine Preceptor “as if you were to live for ever, and 
“of the next as if the Angel of Death had hold of you by the Forelock.” 

I know the Fine Taste the active and disposing Mind of Mrs Hastings: 
T know too the enraptured Sense you have of these and «ll her other Excel. 
lencies—f con rewlily believe therefore that upon your Return to Daylatord 
you saw in wll its Features the delightful Traces of her Genius A Ride tu 
Daylsford ix amongst the Pleasures with which I feast my Imagination. By 
I find tho Dilticulty of leaving my home every Hour increasy. T miust go 1 
London for a few days, and hefore 1 married a Voyage to India would hanily 
have required a greater Effort. ’ 

Though Lord Melville is to be struck ont of the List of privy Councellors, 
Tahall still atten the Mesting at Winchester on Tharsday next. The Policy 
of the Minister in yielding to the public Sense, should pot prevent the Mani- 
festation of it; though I fear it will very generally have, os it was intended, 

I beg my Dear Sir you will present our affectionate Regarils to Mrs 
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Hastings and assure her that We are truly thankinl for ithe Kindness which 
She les at all times‘shewed we. Believe me Dear Sir | 
moat truly yours 
Geo, Nesarrt Taomrsos. 





[Addressed ty =—] 
Wanpen Hastixes Esa. 
Daylsford Louse 
Chipping Norton. 


No. 108, 





Prestox Lopes. 
Thurrd. 13 June 1800. 

My dear and hond Sir 

1 came home last Night, and this Morning Lrecerveld your Favour of the 
11. Tum fasttered by Mrs Hasting’s Choice of me for the Trust which you 
gs wellas herself are desirous of reposing in me. As far as that Choice pro- 
euéds from her Belief of my Attachment to both of you, I may confidently 
cay it ix amply justified. But if it be dictated by any (ipinion of me as 
Man of Business, | must with equal Troth confess that She has not in her 
Election af me displayed her usual Sagucity in the ~ Discernment of Syirits.” 
Tam naturally averse to Business, and had not Pride and Principle mode me 
through Life much more anxious and diligent when called upon to act for 
others than when required to act only for myself, [ought in conscience bi 
detline the Trust with whieh She wishes to invest me. IL will however ven- 
ture to accept of it, assuring myself that however I may im ythor respects be 
nnfit for [t 1 shall not neglect it's Duties, trom the Want of either Gratitude 
Zeal or Honor. | 

Tn the Reeommendation of a Coadjutor 1 know not whom I con better 
name than our common Friend, my Brother in Lew, Gearge Powney—It you 
vove of Lim, etther Mrs Hastings or yourself will of course write to him on 








1 ym glad to see you entering wpon a Task which too many Men. not on) 
of Genins and Talents but of Business have to the great Asionishment of their 
Successors frequently loft undone. Permit me to suggest to you that in tliewe 
Arrangements you ought to employ a Lawyer, and that you will not easily find 
one of gréater Skill or Integrity than Mr Forster. It_appears to me that for 
many Reasons the Trusteve for Mrs Hastings ought to be distinct from the 
Exeentors of your Will. But neither this tor any other Precaution necessary 
to the lucid Arrangement nf your Affairs or the easy Management of them will 
eseapo the Consideration of your Lawyer, i? you employ a proper one, and 
consalt hin freely. 
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Whilst in London I saw the Tmboffs louking extremely well and in high 
Health and Spirits, Upon my Return [had the Happiness to find Mrs 
‘Thompeon and our Eight Children eujoying their usual good Health. A 
Blessing of which I fally know the great Importance, and for which I hope 
1 om duly thankful to the groat and good Giver of it, Present our kind 
Negards to Mra Hastings and believe me 

most truly yours 





[Audiressed to >—] 
Wakres Eastinos Esa. 
Daylaford Tlause 
Chipping Norton. 





No. 109. 
Pextox Longs. 
Friday 6 July 1805 

Mv dear and lind Sir | 

L have just mow reneived your Letter dated, by Mistake I suppose, only 
yesterday. IT liad before duly rererved these of the 23d aad 24 June, the fer- 
mer accompanied by your lucid and liberal Observations on Mr Warres Claim 
—Before I wrote to yor on that Subject I thooght it expedient to wait for Mr 
Warre's Communications concerning it—I confess | expected he would have 
refused to submit it to my Devision Late on Saturday Evening I received 
from him the Papers which you hod transmitted to him, with a short Note 
simply requesting “an early Answer as he is under the Necessity of bringiny 
Mr Jones's Affairs to a Conclusion—" but without o single Document, State- 
ment or Observation in explanation of the Subject. 1 have great Reason to 
believe that I have already incurred his Displeasure by my Conduct in this 
Business—After T hal submitted his Claim to your Consideration, I reported 
fo him your Thoughts concerning it—He upon some s«nbsequent Oposaion 
recurred to this Heport, and as I conceived gave ita Construction which it 
woulil nob bear, attributing to you larger Concessiona than you had maile—I 
told him so, and when We next met Ho would hardly speak to me. This 
Cireumstance is wot eulenluted to render the Task which you have assigned 
to me 4 pleasant one, But I do not decline it, for it has never been A Micxim 
with me to decline the Offices of Friendship, bevanse they happen to be attend- 
ed with Difficulties, Were this » Question indeed of Right hetween yourself 
and Mr Wurre, in which he hal absolute and legal Pretensions, f should think 
it very unbenoming of me even under your commands to take upon myself the 
Decision of it, for IT am no more fit ta be a J udge in your Conse than my own 
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—Bui his is an Appeal solely to your Justice and (renerosity—It concerns. 
Your Honor only, and I ean truly assert that there is not a Man on Earth more 
tremblingly alive to the Preservation of it than Iam. My very Attachment 
to you in this Case is likely to operate rather in Favor of Mr Warre’s Claim than 
against it; Smee poor as I fear you are, [ woulil infinitely rather mulet your 
Pocket than rob you of the amallest Portion of your goo Name or subject it to 
any Doubt or Suspicion. With these Sentiments I shall to the best of my 
ahility endeavour to execute the Commission you have given me. I have re- 
quested Mr Warre to give me Information upon one or two Points, and I will 
bee you té Tet me know whether the Houses at Chelienham were Freehold 
Copyhold or Leasebold. 

With respect to the intended Arrangements concerning Mrs Hastings s 
separate Property, if they have for their Object merely it's Security againat 
the Casuulties to which it is liable whilst-in the Hands of Bankers or any other 
Men of Business, a power of Attorney witnessed or execuied by yourself as 
well as her may perhaps answer her Purpose. She would in this Case direct her 
Agents to transfer all her Stock into the joint Names of George Powney and 
myself; and We must either personally or by Attorney secept it—Bat if her 
object he to strengilien her Title to her separate Property, to guard if agaimet 
yourself your Creditors and all the World, this I conceive cannot be done by a 
more Power of Attorney, Such o Power as the very Words imply can impart 
no Authority of which She ie not herself already possessed—Tf She has a 
separate Property, this may enable her Attorneys to manage It for her; But 
whether She has such a Property or not will stil) remain ns much a Question 
as ever. In my very imperfect Knowledge of the Subject, this is all T.enn ut 
present say noncerning i4. But | can very confidently repeat that in all deli- 
cute Arrangements affecting Property it ia wisest to consult the best logal 
Authorities. Men seldom attempt to mike their own Slines without having 
learned something of the Art: Yet we often see them in matters of infinitely 
greater moment, and with almost an equal wnekilfulness in what they are about 
acting as their own Lawyers, to the great Injury of themselves and their 
Friends, and to the no less Emolument of that learned Profession. 

1 rejoice to hear that Mra Hastings ia well, and that the Imboffs are with 
you, for fam convinced their Company mast contribute greatly to your Hap- 
piness. Your good Head bas borne the Petting of many o pityless Storm, aud 
after Calumny has broken its Shafts upon it, you seem yourself to assail it in 
# younner that would addla the Brains of most men—Bnt temperate and natur- 
ally healthy ae you are you may de any thing» The Practice would be a dan- 
verous one to Men who have no Activity except in eating and drinking. Yet 
T huve Meard that in Russia it is extended to the whole of the Body, and that 
People there universally roll themselves in Snow the moment they come out 
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of the Hot Bath. Mra Thonipson presents her kind Regards to you and joins 
mé in affectionate Remembrance of Mrs Hastings and the Imhofs. We are 
T thank God all wall, Believe me dear anil hond Sir most truly your's 
(reo. Neserrr Taowrsox 
[ Addressed to :—] 
Wannen Hastines Esa. 


Daylsford Touse 
Chipping Norton. 
No, 116. 
Pextos Lona: 
Sth July 1805 
My dear Madam 


The Nomination of your Son as one of your Trustees is highly satisfactory 
to myself, and I am convinced will be no less so {to my Friend Powney: nor can 
1 for my own part seé that in samy possible case his Participation in. this Trust 
enn be prejudicial either to yourself or him. But Objections which estupe me, 
may he obvious to Men more conversant in Business. I have already advised 
yon to consult » Lawyer. If vou do so, let me request you will ask him whe- 
ther us your Son will probably succeed to your Property, there can be any 
Objection to his being one of your Trustees—I suggest this Question no lesa 
for his Benefit than your own, You will readily conceive that both to Powney 
and myself jt must be highly satiefactory to be joined in the Trust by a Person 
who has #o heneficial an Interest in it as your only Child. 

In my total Ignorance of every thing that regarde your Property I hail 
probably when I wrote to Mr Hastings on erroneaus Idea of yon 
Intentions econeerning it, I then conceived that you wished to asyb. 
stantiate your Title to it, and to place your Rights beyond all Controversy. 
T now presume you intend nothing more than to puard it against the possible 
however improbable Failure of your Agenta, If this be your sole Object | 
conceive it may be best effected by a short Deed assigning your Property to 
Trustees for your own sole and separate Benefit and to be ai your exclusive ani 
entire Disposal—In thie Deed Mr Hastings may either concur or not ss shall 
be advised by your Lawyer, and agreable to yourselves. You eill then direct 
your Agents to transfer all your Stocks into the jnint Names of those Trustees 
ant! to deliver mp to them all your Securities—Your present Agents may still 
continue to be your Bankers—Under a Power from your Trustees they may 
continue to receive your Dividends, and nothing that affects their Property can 
then ever injure your's beyond the Balance of Cash which may happen to be in 
their hands. Though what I have said on thin subjeot may be of nu use to 
you, it will T hope nt least convince you that I take an affectionate Interest in 
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it, and consequently dispose you to forgive a Frankness of Communication 
which unless dictated by such a Motive might appear impertinent. 

Mrs Thompson is thankful for your kind Remembrance of her—She anil 
all our Eight Children are I most heartily thauk God in perfect Health, She 
js however under considerable uneasiness for her two very lovely and interest- 
ing Nieces, Charlotte and Caroline Grindall, who are both af this time ill with 
the Scarlet Fever. Sir Walter Farquhar assures her Mother that the Disorder 
is not violent of ils kind, and that there is every reason to hope for their speedy 
Hecovery, Your God Daughter Marian is a very good Girl, and desires me to 
present her Duty to you. Present our. friendly Regards to all your Party and 
helieve me 





Dear Madam 
most truly your's 
Gro, Nessrrr Tromrson. 
[ Addreseed to :—] 


Mes Haastixes 
Daylaford House. 
Chipping Norton. 


(To be continued.) 
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Correspondence of Richard 
Cdwards—lv. 


[Continent] 
Evrren sy Lr.-Cor. Sin RicwArp Carnac Teme.e, Barr., cn, ¢.1.8, 


GEORGE PEACOCK TO RICHARD EDWARDS. 
(QO. C. 3967.) 
Hugly 27th May 1674 
Mr Richarn!l Edwards 

Loveing friend, your's baring date the 19th current have received by Mr 
Bugden, with a bundle qt. 16 pair of slippers (which indeed are something of 
the least)? for whick give you many thankes, 

I have by thie conveighance sent you some powder, as alaoe Mr Knipe, 
which hope may prove servieub[le] to you: Lahall be hartily glad lo meet 
with you lialfe way [? up the] river at any time, soe that you oppoint a time 
when, but rall[y] wish that I migh ejoy [sie] the happinesse. to see you 
herje ? in Huglyj. As for conveighance you shall not want what [? I can 
furnish) and likewise your friend, which is whal offers att proesent| from 

Your assured loveing Brother to serve you 
Gro. PEAcocKs 

Pray doe mo the kindmesse aa to send me or 4 breches strings of that 
ordinary sort 

[Budorsed) T[o] Mr Richard Edwarile 

Merchant in Cussumbuzar 


LEPTER OXLIT. 
HENRY CARPENTER TO RICH 
(0,.C. 8969), 





AnD ENDWAIDS. 


Singee’ le 10th June 1674 
Mr Richard Edwards 
Sir, Yesterduy youre of date May 28th came to hand, ond tm it your 


L. Containing: 

2 By “something of the lent,” Peacock seems to mean, “a little too gall” 

3. Binghiys, the Company's fietory af Paina Se Letsere XLV, (LXEXITE, XOVIL 
CXxXXD 
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duplycateing orders, the which you might have spared, assureing your self 
your Letters are of more esteem with me then to be cust behind me. I cannot 
impute my not writeing to ignorance of Disputehes, our honest Chief? alwayen 
wyusinting us with it ere he putts pen to paper, but to a Cause the which, 
when you shall know, I doubtnot your pardon. We have here bene possess’d 
with » false report of your eomeing hither und have bene in expectation of 
your arrived!| these 5 or 6 dayes, Your Letter produced 2 different effects Lm 
me. 1 was Joy'il lo see your hand in a pisee of puper, but that was Counter- 
bullane’d by the loss of w happiness I did flatter wy self I chould possess by 
your Good Company, 

By this barer 1 have sent you 3 pieces Chint3 $r:, 3 Shushes4 2r;, Girdies 
Yes du, Ftotal] Tr: 4a. These cume first to my band, and T had eent for os 
mitiy more, &ee.4 things, bat then the newes of your comeing catsed mee lo 
forbid it, These have Laine by mo 20 dayes, and for aforesaid reason hope 
you'l parden my not complying in quantety, but the rest and your poeter® shill, 
God willing, come ou peeter boales whose Dustick? we are enileavourmg to 
procure, bul feur shall meet with Like Impediments as last year, which if doe, 
shall seek some other way of conrevance.. 

Sir, you may Justly tax me with Impudince for giveing you o Second 
trouble #’re Satisfaction given for first, I would desire you, If not too great 
uw trouble, to procure and wend tuo Per first oppertunety @ piece of Mullmolls? 
af 7 or & Rupees for shashes, onl Mull a Doxen Girdles for Women Left 2 
ofithem be with gold Collabatte, 10 with 3 or 4 stripes of sain, the other 4 
plainer and with Silver Collabatte, Pray lett them be well Colourd. They 
wre for w Toaken to the Coast!! to» spetiall friend. 1 shall order Mr. Nayler!® 
ahortly to pay you for Latier; the former must crave your farther Credite. I 
shall trouble you with noe more Soribleing at present save to lett you know how 
munch my good wishes are dedientel to vour Service. 











By " Dispatches “the writer ween means the despatch of meseengera (Liar), 
fob Charnock, the head of Patan Factory. 

Chintz. See Lever XLVI. 

Turhan-clotha Sea Lotiera XCVI, ORXXAVTI. 

And other, 

Pers. dustol, = poe er permit 

Matmal, muslin. Boe Lettom LXEXI, XCV1, && 

Enibroidered wilk for sashes ini contradistinction to leathern belte worn by man. 
Mudra. 

John Maylor, See Letters XCTVY, CANTY, bo 
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Your highly obleiged Freind and 
Servant at Command 
PS, prey by next cend me for 4 month or 2 divertizement the Volumne of 
playes you have; I meun aot Heamont [and F] l[e)tcher's 
idem H. (, 
[Endorsed] To Mr Richard Ndwards 
Merchant In Cassumbasar, 
with a small parcel] marked R E 





(0.6. 3970). 
Alz Richard Edwards Singee June Lith 1674 
Respected Friend 

Yours of the 28 past came safe to hand, by which see you have newes of 
the eale of my Ophium! at Rupees 150 per Maund, [Tam sorry Mr Bugden 
Hefused the primo markett2 ‘Tis sold at # umall whyvance that I feare ite 
umount will scarcely pay the primo cost, by reason must pay interest for the 
money for 8 Mos, bul must now bee content with my fortune, and HReturne 
you many thanks for your carfe] and trouble therein, being no lesa obliged 
to you than if hfajd found @ better sale. Tis not often (since my coming 
into Fodia) that have adventured to trade in any thing, but euch are my 
stura, jt hath alwayes proved to my prejuilice. 

I should bee glind to heare the Muske was sold also, which I pray yon to 
desire lim lo effeet if possible, being unwilling to leave this place before 
have disengaged my selfe3: What you write concerning Remitting the money 
for the Ophium to mee I approve af, and could wish the Muske were sold also 
and ite money Remitted with the [ . . .] Commodity will dry and So T 
may bee agrealtl|ooer{ . . J, The things you have provided for mee 
you may, if you please. keep by you untill my arrivall with you or farther 
order about them. 





lL, See Leer CXXXIX, 

2 From this it. appears that Edmund Busdon had refused the firet offer fer Bullivarit's 
goods in ihe hope of getting » better price. 

A Bee Letter CHARNIXN, where Buliivant comments on hie se tc native 


mitrchety in Patna, “‘Disengage'’ jn bern ured im ita cheolote sense of “ta free from 
copitact or obligation." 
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Pray present my due Respects to Mr Vincent, Mr J. M., EB. L., Eton 
friends! with you. With my kiml Tespecta to your selfe, wishing you all 
health and happiness and more fortunate in all your enterprizes than ever was 
Your reall freind to serve you 
Sam, Bounyvayt. 
For Mr Richard Edwards 
Merchant In Casambuzar. 


LETTER CXLIYV, 
EDMUND BUGDEN Ti) RICHARD EDWARDS 
(0. ©. 3971), 
Hughy Vth June 14 
Mr Richard Edwacila 
Itvspected froind 
This ie onely (0 wccampany my Brother? onl Mr Priauix with 
the peece for Sasonet4-1 brought away by a mistake and never paid for, which 
excuse mee for, The bearer will tell you all thot befell them here, and 
what I did, eo do not enlarge, but tell you that Iam 
Your assured freind and eervait 
Enun. Droors 
[On reverse] Mr Bdwarde. 
pray send mee fme Bale of course Sugar, meane Pazorpore,? and my 
Brother or Mr Cole will pay you. Dai 
[Endorsed] To Mr Bichard Edwards 
Merchant Tu Cassambazar 


Lo Jobe Morehel, Edward Gistheson and other friends, 

2 Johy Bugden, far whan seo Letters LXAXWILT, CV, CXIX. 

& Th individual, whose Chriwiian name 7 have wet ascertained, wuz ere beer « qon 
of Mr. Paul Priauiz, who becume & Freeman of the Comperry iit 107) (Comme ftowl, val 27 
fola U4, 133). Be soem to hare been employed with Joha Hugies le the Hugll Hives, 
fr in the only other mention T have feund of him, a month later. 2th July, 1674 (Factory 
Neverds, Hugli, val. \), he le crdecel to look after tho weserle until the -vtorn of George 

4 fSareroet, « foe ft eilk. 

& Pérhope an error for Pateapor, Mideapos Diustrect, where eager was produced. 

t.. Robart Cole, dyer, Soe Letter CXXXVI. 
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LETTER CALV. 
GEORGE WHITE TO RICHARD EDWARDS 
(O. ©, S972). 
Worthy Freind, Madapollawt 19 June 1074 


Sir, Yours of the ( past cume to hand the 16 present, abounding with 
many gratefall Acknowledgments, which 1 can by no means Heceive as in 
ihe least:measure due to any ilesert in me, but 1 thankefully Accept them, and 
highly Estimate tho oolle Emanations of sour Oblidging Gennersus 
Spiritt, whereby you have further ingugd me bo your Service in paying me 
ont liberally before hwnil. | 

Tam sorry Mr Vickarrs? left you soe in the darke without any more par- 
twuler Account of Lhe cunserua, whiel ] feare will Render the Recovery more 
difficult, beeing promiseupualy with (hers, and not distinguishable by any 
of Mr Tangstous papers that | can yet Understand; but 1 hope the Account 
you huve now inelosed! may contribute somewhat to the discovery of your 
propriety," which T shall diligently endearour Epon my Retura to Metchle 
pati, where the goody are, and Mr Mohun allsog lately theither gone, whome 
T hitend suddenly to lollow, whence by the Rest bonveighunce you may expect 
farther advice what I hove Effected there. 

The poretll sky colour) gold stripd «luff your Note mentions, I beleive 
Air Vickarrs made Use of himeelfe, for TD remember he wore such a Conte at 
lis beeing here, whieh T very much faneyed, anil @liall esteeme it 4 great kind- 
hee 1f you please to fovonr me in procury of suoh a parcel), which you may 
riccmmeod te Me Renile ol Tuply fer conreighwuee to me, 

All the partioulars you desire from hence shall bee sent you by the shipps, 
if they proveed ty your parts, wil in faylure thereof, by the first Other Secire 
Opportunity that (ters Which, with mine and my Wifes due Respects and 
cordiall wishes fur your continued henlfi and Wellfare, is [? the needfull] 





now from Sir, Your very affectionate Servant 
| | izo, Wurrk 
[Eadorsed]To Mr Richard Edwards [Endoreed ] 


Merchant In Cusambusar 





t. Madapollam (Madhavdyepilem), in Naraspar tufwi, Oodavari District, where the 
Company had = factory subordinais to Fort St. George. 

& John Virkera, for whom ee Lesier VY. 

& Francis Langetom, elected factor on the It October, 1667, was sent ) Madras ‘and 
tenes to Mamiipsiem, where hw died in Moy 1672 (Court Bool, vol. 26, pp 41, 48, 67, Ta; 
OC, 3573, 3838). 


4. Used in its obsolete sone of * property." 
X BichassMobuh, hist oh Misaligatam. Su Letters XXXVI; CXXTK. 
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LETTER (XLVI. 


GEORGE PEACOCK TO RICHARD EDWARDS. 
(UG. 0.3973), 
Mugly the 22[nd Junje, 1674 

Loveing Friend 

ihe 11th Present received yours of the Dth, giveing you many thankes for 
your care in the Providing the bresehestring «ca, which I soo greatly want- 
ed,! and ehall, when opertunity serves, endeavour to gratify these and many 
other kindnesses of yours: I expect by the returne of Mr Pace’ to enjoy 
the happinesse of seeing you bere, te whome pray p[resen]t my deare 
[a jffections. 

By your order have made o d{?emand of Mr. Chuseman3] for the 
F? 21 ru.) due to you, whoe promises that when his wax come up, which will 
be in 2 or 8 day's, he will make sale anil pay what he is mdebted to you- i 
have also inquired of George Herron’ concerning the 2 bailes of shugar, 
which sopose he has write to you about. 

Not elce nt present, save my love to you and all friends with you, I rest 

Your assured Friend and gervant 
Gro. Pracocne. 
[Endorsed] To Mr Richord Edwards 
Merchant in Cassumbuear. 





LETTER CXLVII. 
SMITH TO RICHARD EDWARDS. 
(O. ©. 3974). 





Ballasore, Juny Idd. T4 

Mr Richard Edwards 

Esteemed good friend 

‘Pray deliver to the bearer hereof two pieces 20 Coveds= each of the 
beat Taffaty® for my Account, with 20 rs. in mony, ond tuke bis 
Reevipt for it, 
Spe Lester CXL 
Willine: Chosewnn Seq Liter CIT. 
See Letier CXAXXVUL 
Cubit, oll. Bee Letters LVIL, LXEXVIET, CXXI 
Seo Letters MITT, LXETX, LAXAL 
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i write to you more at Large. =f ot 4 ~ 










d] To Mr Richard Edwards. 
Merchant If Cassambasar.] 


| | Ballasore June 24th 74 
Mr Richard Edwards 
Teapected freind 

Yours of 2d ourrent I Recotved 20th ditto. 

() ima binng qual owdwre qidn bwh= ir qidn bwhx or hmeors plorah biw 
pi Iemnp ox qid Landw awhoarwn dt piw emnwlidbw O mudebw gid pi kis 
nidrw oki. qid amq sq enoporz plw hwmbq einu pi E. K2 

I bere according to Your desire ordered you on Mr Marshall R. 300,% 
Suppose heell pay it you, of which pray advise per first. 

In hasfte] take leave and subsoribe 
Your assured freind to serve you, 
Joms Sacrrs. 





sed) To Mr Richard Edwards 
Merchant in Cassambazar. 





~ “ 

1. John Marshall. See Letter XXXTL 
2 This pentence, written in the ciphet wmployed hy Smith in Levers LAXXV, CXY, 
CAXV, CXL, reads ae follows -— 

“Tam sorry you-revang your self on your self in laying things sop to heart. If you 
have resigned up the warehouse, 1 advise yuu to pom doone (ta Balusor) which you may 
by writing the laut word to W. O." | 

‘Smith seen to be alluding to Edwards's dierppolntnent that Edward Littleton had 
been. placed whore him ii Eksimbioar (Sue Lether CXXY), By W. C Walter Clavell te 

3. Smith means that he le remitting Ria 300 to Edwards by a bi which he hoo atranged 
for John Marehall to honour. Atha en ab 
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LETTER CXLIX. 
MATTHIAS VINCENT TO RICHARD EL 
(1). C. ooid), 


Of the parentage of Matthias Vincent nothing bas been ascertamed. 
li is probable that he waa o won of, or nearly connected with, Sir William 
Vineent, Alderman of London, who was knighted im 1661 and who held 
atock in the East India Company, but proof is wanting. His two securi- 
ties, on election aa factor, on the 44h November 1661, were Jolin and Thomas 
Vincent, the latter being his brother to wham he subsequently gave » power 
of sttorncy. Vincent arrived in India in August 1062 and was sent to 
Hugli where he acted as warehousekeeper. In Wotober 1667 he became a 
member of Council in “the Bay” and in 1671 he succeeded Jolin March ae 
Chief at Kasimbazar, thus arousing the-hostility of Joseph Hall who consi- 
dared himself superseded. Vincent had married some time before 1670 and 
his wife Mary? Greenhill was a Romanist, Hall reported to the Company 
that Vincent's louse was a “resort of Romish priests” ond thot hie family 
“Consisting of about 20 fringeys-[farangi, Indian-born Portuguese] and 
Portuguese” had ousted the Company's servants from their rooms in Kasim- 
bazar factory, Hall further necused Vincent of misappropriation of the 
Coyopany’s money. By the Court's orders an enquiry wos matituted. The 
“Jesuits and Romish Priesta that goe up and downe to Mr, Vincents wife 
and family" were found (o be non-existent, only one Franciscan priest on his 
way to Agra buving visiled the factory, but no anewer was returned (o the 
question “whether he educates his Children in the Protestant or Reomish 
Religion.” The other charges brought by Hall against Vineent, that of in- 
eHiciency and of using, in collusion with Walter Clavell, the Company's 
money for hie “owne interest on pretence of providing saltpetre’ were re- 
ferred for examination on the spot by an agent of the Company. 

In 1673 Vincent became implicated im the death of Raghu the Com- 
pany’s poddar or cashkeeper at Kasimbazar, who died after a flogging ad- 
ministered by Anant Ram, the house-broker. Vineent was absent at the 
time gud it was proved that he had no hand in the affair, but the matter 
cansed much Jocal excitement ond » heavy bribe was necessary to placate 
the native governor, For a full account of this incident and the enquiry 
conducte:l by Streynshoam Master three years Inter, see Diaries of Streyn- 
sham Master, ed. Temple. 

Tn 1675 Major William Puckle, who had been sent out by the Company 
to inspect their factories im Madras and Bengal, examined the charges 
brought by Hall against Vincent, and found the evidence very “slender.” 





WARDS, 
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ear, when Streynsham Master was-at Kasimbanar, Vinoeut 
brought a counter-charge against Hull, After an enquiry lasting sever 
dsys, Hall was adjudged to be the guilty party and woe forbidden to hold 
any office under the Company until definite orders wore received from Eng- 
lund. A your Inter, on the death of Walter Clavell, in August L677, Vin- 
cent became “Chief” in the “the Bay.” 

In July 1879 Vincent went on a political mission to Daces amd returned 
to Kasimbazur in October bringing a aishan or letters-paleut, sigued by the 
Nawab of Bengal, Princo Muhammad A‘sam, third son pf the Emperor 
Aurangzeb. hie document granted trading privileges to the English in 
Benga! anil was eonsidered to bo “well worth the Charge and exceeding 
paines taken by the Cheife in obtaining the same.” Vincent was, nevertheless, 
still looked upon with auspicion by. the authorities at home who had 
guod reason to believe that be was carrying om private trade. In 1680 be 
declined the third place in Council at Fort 5t. Gieorge, probably because he 
wonld have been unable to continue to increase lis income by the Lorbidden 
channel. At this time another ancusatinn was brought against him im 
England. He wns anid to have acted with andue harshness towards John 
Thomas, a lanetio servant of the Company and to have practised “dinbot- 
eal acts with Bromminees to “hbewitch” him. Bui a greater offence was lis 
intimacy with Thomuts Pitt, 9 notoriows private trader (ufterwanis Governor 
of Fort St. Geonre), who hod married his “ywanger siece;” 





Although Vincent disclaimed any connection with “a Privateere from 
Musentt” brought to Bengal by Pitt, appearances were against him and lie 
waa dismissed by the Court in 1681 for “infidelity” in “abetting advising or 
conniving at the lste Interloper which landed in the Bay." [Tt was ordered 
that his papers ahonid be seized, and an enquiry instituted into his alleged 
frawlé, aud le himself sent home under arrest. The orders reached Initia 
in 1682 but Vincent seemed to be very little disturbed by the Company's 
displeasure and calmly went on with the arrangement of bis affairs. Tn 
December Parson Evans wrote to Edward Reade that he and Edwart 
Littleton were “in o faire way to finish their bussnese to their own hearts 
content,” They had been “served with Snbpoenes out of Chancery” but rme- 
fused ‘to appear, “saying they would answer in Englani.” 

Vincent returned home with Thomas Pitt and on his arrival. in July 


1683, wae kept in custody for a fow days, after whieh bail was allowed. The 


Court seoms to liave bem unable to male gut o case pgdinst him and his 
name soon disappears from the proceedings. He settled down in London, 
wai knighted in March 1084 and died in 1088 lesving two sons, Vincent 
and Theodore, Tie widow, Dame Mary Vincent, diod in 1692. See Court 
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Books, vols, xxiv, xxvi, xxix; Letter Books, vola. v, vi, vit; Paotory Records 
Fort St. George, vols, xvi, xxvill, Hugh ui, iv; Kastnbazar, i, Miscellaneous 
iii; O, R. Wileows Zarly Annals of Bengal, vol. 1; Yule, Hedges’ Diary, vols. 
1, U1, UL. Piariee of Streynsham Master, el Temple; P.CL,, Wills, 86 
Foot, 203: Fane] 

Mr Richard Edwards Casumbazar, 18th July 1674 

Respected Friend 

1 have in your charge and committed to your care sent 62% Copange or 
Japan Jeebies,1 which are said to be worl at Dacca (to which place ig 
are now bound and whither I wish you a good voyage) 20 ru. 4a. per piece 
I wish they may meet with so good a market: There ts Soopall, Chittar 
Nulls Gomaustel,? whom you may send for. He may be available to you in 
their sale and taking good money. Yow may also speake to Mr. Alues* and 
Mr. Hervy to whom I have written. to gasist you; but I suppose you may 
‘loe best by the other meanes. However, rather then spend too much time 
or take bad money, bring them with you agam. 

Uhave sent a buoy and a rope, which make fut when you come into the 
boat to the thing you carry them in; snd pray be o little carefull bow you 
crost the river,® the wind blowing some times pretty fresh. Your best way 
will be to kee all the way under the weather shore, where with convemency 
you can. 

T wish you a good voyage and safe return unto 

Your very wesured Friend to serve you 
[No endorsemenit_] Marrs. Vincest. 





L. Jap. schibo, epelt by the old writers varionaly, “jeeby, ijib, ttehabo,”’ 

2 Vincent hoe mized ep his Japanese money, The Japanese fe-finn (copang or ge) 
woes gold tuol of 223-275 graim, worth £20 £2.5/+ The why wee quarter af « be-dirn 
and worth aboot 10/. [yp will be noted that Vincent's valuation of 20 ra, 4a makes the 
eda mentioned worth £4.10/-. Presumably, therefore, le was not alluding to cither the 
ho-tan or echiba but to the o-ban, = berge gold com worth two to three bo-bens, 

3. Suphal, Chitar Mal's gummdte, agent. Chilar Mal was g 3 gerrnf, money-changer, 
at Kasimbarar, employed by the Company. 

4 An error for Elwee Roberti Elwea waa Chief ai Dacca. Sea Lotter L 

6. Samual Hervy, Second at Dacca under Roberti Elwes. See Letter CIE 

6. Apparently Edwardes waa to take the money by boot from Kasmbazaar to Deora, and 
the booy and rope were given him to attach wo the box in coe the bont upset: He was 
to kecy te weather shore ull the way, which would wt thal somen be the tight bank, from 
Fienpar Banlia to Goalando, after which ba would have to cross the river {in order to 
eet on te Doren} at @ point where it in very wide end linble te storms in July-August. Ik 
la, howover, doubtfal if Edwards ever weet to Dares in 16M, a8 fires Letter CLIO, 
indie, we God thet be hod been to Heyl) ood eee back Jin Kaosimbisie belere the 14th 
Avenel, whieh would oot have given him time to get to antl from Diaeee in the interval 
by river. 
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_ LETTER CL, -_ 
HENRY CARPENTER Ty RICHARD EDWARDS, 
(0, C. 35984,) 
Singes Te 25th July 1674 
Mr Richard Falwards 
Moost respected Friend 

‘Siz, my last & you was Per veturn of yout Oossitit! of date June le 
Wth,2 by which conveyance 1 sent you 3 pieces Chint and as many Girdles 
auil Shuslies since when you Luve not advised of their Receipt, though[ hi] 
an opportimity hath Presentod; but T dare not Tmpute it to your neglect, 
Aupporeing (as you have formerly odvised) the dispat[eh] might have bene 
given, ta woll as many formerly, without your knowledge. 

Lthen writ you we had for some tinie expected your orriveall her{e, 
which report] we [? hod) from a Servant, of Mr, Bugdens that an 
English jm [. ...,] biter [..........] ond that which (F made 
ue) beleive if to tayo woe his saying it wos Peer-Cawns* Master that was, 
and the more by reason My Bullivunt bod been expected at [ugly for some 
time before, This troublesome insertion I have given you will, T hope, 
procure my pardon for pot in ful[1] complying with your former Orders, 
but shall Spesdily supply the defect, 

In my last T requestel you to provide and simd me half a Dozen 
Girdles for women, Viet; 2 of a giul Sort strip’ throngh with gold collu- 
bottes, he other 4 moré pluine af silver,4 all of good lively Colours (hose 
to hee Sent, if nut to great a trouble, by first oppertunety; 1 deferring ane- 
werlng o Comat Letter tl your recaipt) and a piece of Mulmolls of T or § 
Rupees; for the former shall take onlerS your payment there. I againe 
make sume request and Lope aliall speedely heare from you, I know I 
need not use retterntings to you, nither should I, was I certaine ory former 
had ottein’d your reception. You may Justly tearm me bonis terene hold 
for giveing you fresh troubles ere retaliation made for y of older date, 


but shall end your present trouble, relying on ‘your iad for a partiall 
eonsiruction 6f jt, and remaine, Sir, 





Yours in all Degrees 
Hesny Caurexten. 

lL, Sead, inenger, 
2 Bee Letter CXLILL 
% Pir Khan's 
&. See Letier CXUIT for these ponds 
&. “The sense seem to wont “" cive ofdare for," 
6 “Partial ie ased in lis (now rare) sense of '' fovourable,” 
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PS. Proy tuvour mie in Sending for w spiel! seuson your thick Volumn at 
plaves, not Beamont and Fletcher It ehull carefully he returned 
you Per Sit, Your Servant pray forward Tnelosed. 
| idew MH. ©. 

[No endoresnent, j 


LETTER CLL 
SAMUEL BULLIVANT Tu RICHARD EDWARDS, 
(, C, S956). 
Singer, 4 ALnygyuet G74 
Mr Richard. Bdwarils. 

Youre of the 12 past month enme eale to lied, will Uhe Dill inelased 
Jrawne ow Mir. Charnock for ups: 300: which hea aceopted anid will pay it, 
1 returne you. thankes for your cave anid troable io said, and [If Tein serve 
you in any thing bere to my utmostt ability shall readily doe it, Lam 
fsorjry the Muske will uot sell Int must bee oontent; hope if any Europe 
Ships arrive, my finjd'je ou markett.. I have not more to. trouble you with 
at present, ave tender of hearty love to your selfe, wiehing you health, ond 
suheacribe, 

Your reull frei to serve you 
Sam, Betaavvant. 
BS. My due Respects te all my fremils in your Factory, 
Idem 5. B. 
fEndiced)] To Mr Richard Edwanls 


Merchant-jn Cassumbuzar. 





LETTER CLIT. 
JOHN SMITH TO RICHARD EDWARDS. 
(0. C. S088). 
Hiugly Auguet 19th 1674 
Last night I arrived here and am informed a Letter of yours ie gone for 
mee to Ballasore, and hope ere Tange I shall toed with it here. Sinee I 
am got hither T challenge rour formor promis to meet mee hers, and I'm 








= gS = 


1. Sew Letter CXLITI. 
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confident your busindss cannot olay you, efore praly], ere Longe, dee 
hope you'l make the more hast, boing 1 cannot assure you of my Long stay, 
coming on my own bosiness! ond my soone aw that done must be Gone; soe 
hopeing tu see you liere ere Longe, Refer all till then, and at present conclude 
with Subseription 








Your assur’ freind to serve you 
—— Joux Surru. 
fEudorsed] Tu Me Itiohars Eulwards 
Merclaut in C[sssumbuzar). 


LETTER CLIL 
EDWARD READE TO RICHARD EDWARDS, 
(0, 0, 3889), 
‘Hagly August Lh 1674 
Mr Richard Edwards 
Respected Friend 

Lam very glad to anderstaod by yours of the Lith Current that you 
arrived in anfety to Vassumburar, and give you many thanks for remembr- 
ing my tronblesomfo] cincerns, and dowbt not but you will send ull #8 soone 
is niny bee, and if possitile to bee found, the musroll? also with the rest. 

The bad times rendered mee incapeable of shewing you that kindness 
here that might have merited your thauks, and I hope you will wholy im- 
pute it tomy bad fortune that you were not entertained aa you deserved and 
Tieserids 

My Selfe and wife present you owr respects, Aa yet not 4 word of gooil 
nowse, When any comes you shall have it from 

Your reall friend and Servant Enw, Reape 

Pray present my respects to Mr Cole, Mr Naylor &ca. friends, 

[Endorsed] To Mr Richard Edwards 

Merchant [In Cassujmbuzar. 








1 Sanith, who bed heen mmspended during enquiries into his alleged irregular aetions 
while Chief at Dacca, thad apparnatly left Halascr, (Se Letter CXLVIT) withoat 


"2. Muuspol FP. sunmerotfe, from TA Muss, imussts), an obiidlete term ‘far the snaéVand of 
a bridle. 


& “There is no other record of Filwarda'a vial to Htgli in 1074. See oote 6: Letter 
UALIX, 
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(G. C.-8893). 
Huayly August the 2th 1014 
" avdteg ected) 
Yours of the 14th I received, but at the receipt of it waa totally indie 


posed to Answer it, though A conveyance offered, Labouring af that tinue 


under A Lash more Greivous than that at Dacua,* both in respect of ite 
Vyolonce and continuance and the Addition of A weak Stomach, all which 
ilen gave me some reason to fear thal might ave hero laid my botes, 
Bul (God be praised) Am somewhat retreiyed from the Vyolouter Assaults 
af it, and de hope 1 may dayly recover. 

Mr, John Smith being Arrived here? ond likely to stay some time, I 
shall desire you what yon have Got ready or Can procure in the Hime of his 
stsy to Send to him, and I will Get him to send them downe? hy the Sloope 
Danwtl and Thomas, which 1s now Coming up with Daniel Roburte? on her; 
who ls bought Georges partS and moy possibly Neturne in A Convenient 
time. 

We shall be Going hence I suppose On Wednesilay next. I hope there- 
fore the Sugoré may he Comeing. However, Send it- Afterwards lo Mr 
Smith; 18 Waterpots I have got, such os T Could (ithe Rascals being anwill- 
ing to Deviate fram A Received way,’ though for A better), and if ] can Get 
pessage for them on this boat, Te Send them now, 

You may rectify the Acouwun! betwixt you andl T by thus woking me 
Debtor Ir, for what Given io the Dandeos,2 4 a. to the opeon at Mirdandpore,? 
and some other «mall things nt Cassambaznr, of which your man can Oive 
you An Account. ‘This I had before forgot. 

‘Heres An Affaire I would Offer to your Consideration, whioh if it 
Sucoesded, might not be disadvantageous, Vist, the prooury [o]f long 
pepper!? [2 whetjher it miy not be feisable with you thar Or (Ae T Am 





1 There are to letters extent ftom Thomes Pace to Richard Edwards dated from Dacva- 

& Sed Letter CLI. 

3: To Baloear. 

4 Daniel Ruberws, a seaman, wrecked fm the Sapmnitaw, c 166), wee entertained ae o pilot 
in the Hugii cover in Prbreary 167 See Diaries of Stregnelam Marler, ot Terplo, E482, 
3 pees 
(iwarge Pres t's ghince ad f dhe geste preveided ty Edwards 
te Latter cCz¥S 
Dandi, Baddbiats Sen Linthne OXVIT! 


Messenger at Mirdawdpur. | 
Lome pepper, Piper longa [T & frvied in Beigel cet 3. Imiin. 


YW 


Benton 


—— 






At ee Sew uce ma ia. aT you find it probable to be got 
a Such rates, thut with all charges and allowance for Drying it may come 
wut at Gr. or 6+ Ra, (if presently pot)? here, Ishould beloive it for your profit 
and would desire wpon ihat Account to be Concerned with you in what you 
can Get and shall npon your Advise returne you what mony you shall think 
on my Part you may lel out, But if there be none tobe got of the Old, 
You may Emleavour At the first Coming of the New Crop§ whieh I suppow 
muy then be procured in better quantities and easier rales. UH this Ae you 
Judge best Advise, This being all from 
Your loveing freind 
| To, Pack. 
My reepects to Mr Vincent, Mr Marshall, Mr Littleton and his lady 
Mr Kuipe dco freind/e). 
Mr Lux and his wife present his respecte to you. 
[Qn reverse! The water pots will come by the Boat within 3 dayes. 
[Endorsed] To Mr Richard Edwards 
Merchant in Cassambazar. 








LETTER CLY. 
GEORGE KNIPE TO RICHA 

| —* (00. 3995), 

[George Knipe—additional note. In the biography of George Knipe, 
preceding Letter CAXXYVI, it will be noted that by hie will his estate was 
divided in proportions of sixteentha. hia is interesting, because such 
ilivision ix in acvorndance with Indian customs whereby an estute i valued 
asa rupee and the proportions bequeathed are reckoned ass0 many annps 
to the rupee The rupee is also the unit in land valustion.] 

Cossumbucar le 26th [Angwst]é 1674 





Mr Richard Edwards 
Esteemed Friend 
This is onely to advise you thal your man iscome from Sindree,® haveing 
brought with him 84 ru: for our Accounts and 473 upon the Doctors? ac- 








parenily Imtended for Sinyhiya, the English factory near Patna. 

£. Procared ab cree. 

3. hw frnii of the Long Pepper le gathered when green, in Jonusry,-and js dried in 
the enn. 

4. Wiliam Tex, pilot: See Tetvers XCMIt, CX, CXVIL 

5. ‘The month, which is torn sway, i# determined by » note on the bwek of the 
otter in Rickard Edeards'» writing. 

‘& Singhiya, See Leer OLIV. 

7: Halph Harwar. See Leider LATY, 
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count, ‘The latter Summe be bath delivered to Mr Noylor and the former 
tome: Your chank a¢ yet are not sold, the price being not more then ir. 
per bundred! for which he could bnve sold thom all, Therefore Wf you 
think you ehall be something long on your Vurage,? it would be best to 
write whether it shall be sold at that price or not, that your man may loose 
no time m returning thether. 

Herewith I send you # letter from Iugly, being the neediull at present 
from 

Your atsured affectionate triend 
Gro, Korres. 

They are all well at homes 

Mr Gale &ea: remember their services to Mrs Vincent &ex. 

[Endoreed] To Mr Edwards 

Merchant In Rajamaule or elce where. 


LETTER CLYI. 
JOHN SMITH TO ICHAT EDWARDS 
(OQ. C. 3996). 
Hugly August 20th 1674 
Mr Tichard Edwards 
Respected freind 

few daies singe 1 writt you hence? bui lave Reesived none from you a 
Long time, doe hope shall ere long in bw gid: Iwmn MAkinwore pi qiudo tniaoh 
ef rip O Limb plore qi ewmn rip wih eopl aww elwr yd enop aww hiw.* 

In ballasore-F Received a piect C{hin]te® for Mr Kuipe, which I 
desire you acquaint him T have relivered to the pean? that goes npnn the boat. 








—— —_ a = 


Li ‘Tht oeema to refer to the consignment ef. corch-ahells about which Edwatdy and 
Herry had olreatly had oroch =corrempondenece. |e Tetters CVII, CXITIT, CXIV, 
OXVH1, CXXXV), Edwards svt the aielle to Daves where Hervy rould not pet o 
higher offer for them than’ Ra 11 pew 100, In canseimenon, they were returned: to Kiarm- 
binorr, and now, after wore thane year, they crete LULL iunciet. 

© To Dacea. See Letter LXIV, From the endorsement, Kuips seems to have been 
kept in ignorance of Edevarids's destination. since Rajmohal is some distance up the river 

4 Go the 10th Augost See Let'er CLIT. ae 

5 This pasace, in the same cipher employed by Smith ia Letters LXXXV, Cx, 
CXXV, CXL, CRLVITM, reed s—“‘o7 w you iow Adeooriling your promis, i ‘ant, 
J shal think you were not real [in enrnent) with mee when prucerit mee soe” 

6. The original hee Cre, en unos! ebbreviation for ehiwt, ie, chintz, which is 

7. Meeenger. See Letters EEX, CXXNIV, &>. 


’ | 
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-- Signor V —— saails you niuliy Hecarives* and coo doth 










. Your. Assured freunil to werve You 
PS: This should have bin sent forward long Sinoe, but the boat and peou 
went without my kiowledy. I howe now there is o Soul) English 
Ship? arrived and lronght nothing to well either-eatuble or drinkable. 
Lhave hail a leavour on nie ties eight dules usd am wow Seurce able 
io crawl J have not sent Mr Knipes things. 
; Yours J. §, 
Mr Vickers Died in bie Voyage to England4 
| Sept, 7th 1074 Hugly. 
[Endorsed] To Me Richanl Edwards 
Merrhant In [Usesimbuser] 


LETTER CLYVIL 
THOMAS PACK TO RICHARD EDWARDS. 
(0, ©, 8997), 
fingly Auguat the 26; 1874 
Mr Nichard Edwards 
Loving freind 
My Twat® I hope you Nave receired in which Tarrute you al Jane, ils 
being only to Advise you to receive of this Bont your 18 Water pate with 
Covers aml to detire yon to Ser] Per (he fitst the black fringe, and if you 
hove tt lane, the Bilver® (if 7} many he br you thought Safo) land Conveyence.> 
We ehall be Going hence th morrdw. This with my Regpects to Mr 
Vineent &ca, freinds ix all at present from: 
‘Your Assured Loveing freind 
Tuo: Pace. 








ed] To Mr Richard Edwards 
Merchant In Cassambazar. 





1. Galan anlar Bchejan, a, leovskid fu tiv) bartien ofuibve batch tied jadla Oven 
pasy, Ee wre at Polos fe 1680, ee the Pagh Bepister for that year, pp. 365, 724, 

2 Bind reeerds Part, reeeoe, greetiog, mileriative., 

3 The Advive, & pick or small pea-goiny ahip, commanded by Captain William Gatch 
Bee Mattory Aenea Maoh, wal & 

1 Bee Lether OLTY. 

B& The walerpote are mention’ in Letter CLIV, but ther Is oo vefeeance either do: 
that Inttor or in tho previous ond [Letter CXARVITT) ta back and eliver fringe 

& This sentence in confuoml., Tf "Per the first’ le tranapoead to precede "Lend: 
Converance,” the mecning will he obvious 
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LETTER CLYOL 
LENERY CARPENTER TO RICHARD EDWARDS. 
(Q, OC, 3098.) 
Simgee le Let September 1074 
Mr Hichard Edwards 
Respected Friend 

This ie now my third letter to you Since any from you, my last bareing 
‘hate July 25th2 Your Silence causes much my admiration, there haveing 
io my knowledg 2 oppertunitye Presented from your Factory since my first 
te you which accompanied your Chints &en. 1 hope I have not given any 
occasion on which you might fustly ground any disgust. My not in fall 
Complying with your Expectation sooner will, 1 hope, oltaine your pardon 
when you shall consider how ecldome oppertunetys Present, Easpetially for 
things of Leset Bulle. 

1 formerly wrot you for a few (rifles but how am apt to doubt my D're- 
sumition waa too great; yet if proceeded! from the incowragement you have 
bene. pleased often to give me that I might, when liad occasion, make use 
of your friendship, and t'was on that T grounded: my boldness. 

I have now sent you according to order, Vict. 


r 
2 peeces. Chints 2: 
2 Girdles -:12 VYhese things goe melosed in 
2 Shashes# I: Mr. Naylor's ford 
1 Pr. Cliursea 5 1: 


In 4 Baggs, Mds. G+ 20Sr. : 
Peeter 5 at Ir: Japer Md. 6:1) 
[Paid] Butta to make them 


¢larriary 5 ru 


raps, IL-1) 


 —_—————— 


_ —— SS ws ——" 





9. Turben-clotha See Letters XCVI, CAXXVIUIT, CALM. 

& H. Chars, « bracelet. bangle, Bee infre, wheee we Hud thot thee partion bractiots 
were to be made of rhinoceros horn 

4, ‘The parce! far John Naylor 

5, Jokn Marshall (for wham om Letter XXXII) In his Notes anil Gtgereatone (Mort, 
QS. 4054, ful 14) anys thet the Patna men in tis day [16691677) wae "40: gene or 7B 
pectin; belies the custom of the place ia to allow 2 ever in every mound," «0 thai 6 ea 
Wi eer of patigetrw would be etn’ to $302/5 Ihe, av, 

& 1 would read this to mean " dhatio, allowance, to male them chéeri-an, ® current 
term for giving » permit feAdar of chdar-chitthiy.” 


18 














ye 


: Past ¥ 6B ld rT. 








4 cc may ae the rensun why have vent you Te Hookaes! whiten yos 


we Mr Knipes stuf 


1 have order Mr Nayler to pay you [r= 2a, the which pray demaiil 
of him and of Mr Knipe dr. 14. and whol there shall remaine after you are 
eatisfvel, please t9 receive towards the propureing those things 1 formerly 
deine fd], if vou will please to give to give [sic] your: self that trouble wid 
mee that favour. 

For Chirac of Khynoseerott horn, are none ready, bnt have order'd 
a pair to be made, the which you may expect by next if ready, have in meay 
time Set you a pair of Ivory for your approbation. 

Kanarre* ie now extreame deare: being ai $jr. Per Piece, and nut good, 
therefore have sent none without farther order. Lf you would bave trusted 
me with the Book I wrot for,5 J should speedely have retury’d it you. 

Noe move at Present, save wishen fer your health, remaine Sir 
at yeur Command 





[Endorsed] To Mr Richard Edwarde 
Merchant In Cosaumbazar. 





LETTER CLIX. 
EDWARD READE Ti) RICHARD EDWARDS. 
(Oo, C, 3909.) 
Hugly Sept: Sth: 1674 
Mr Richard J&iwands 
Respected Friend, 
Before | received your last } guesd the true cause of your not sending 


the Sugar, which will come time exough if within 4 month you please to 


send it for mee to Mr. Smith here, as also the bamboore.4 1 give you many 


thanks for procury of the reines and like very well of them. The Musroull4 


shall returne, but must get one made like the 2 Toynta:6 the other now sent. 





1. Ar. AuggaA, the Indian water-pipe, hubble-bobble 
% &. hasan Rain generally of gold or silver lacw} hence trimmings of 





stioned in Letter CLTIT. 


& Shee Chics: iain Ju BaAl pists Ho wems to be referring to soma special 
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Lam sow for Ballasore where isnu English ship arrived) and if can 
serve you there, pray freely command 
Your reall friend and: Servant 
Ken. Ttmipe. 
My time and papers short, which pray excuse. 
Pray tell Mr Littleton E have delivered his Cosas? ty Mr Smith 
fEndorsed] To Mr Richard Edwards 
Merchant Tn Casstmbusar. 





LETTER CLA. 
THOMAS PAQE TO RICHARD EDWARDS. 
(CC. 4009). 
Ballasore, Sept, (ie 14th 10TA 
Ms Richard Edwards 

f could not write you by the last, but T hope Mr John Smith has from 
Hugly given you tle reason, I destreing hint. 

This Serves to Englose A letter for you from England, Arriveing with 
Cuptain Wildee in the Lancasters the 12ti Tnatant. | shall take care to (ret 
what you desired of me ready Agaiist the next Conveyance and if you 
would have ought Else tis requisite you Send Your Order Assoone As pos- 
sihle. Liquors there are, bot very deare I beleive, Every one both at the 
Coasi4 and here being before the ships Anica!) very bere, and therefore the 
more greedy, 


TE Am Still very nyuch ludisposed in iny body ani (herefore very unt 
for Any thing: Exouse me then thai Peannol prolong, but reat 
Your very Loveing freind 





Tro, Pack. 
[Endorsed] To Mr Richard Edwards 
Merchont In Cassambasar. 
—— i ee > 


2 Khaswt, fine moalin. Ser Letter VE 

& Pace hes confused the captaiay of the Pheraie and the Zomens/ar, two of the 
Company's ships which arrived in Bengal ahortly after the Advice (See Lette? CLV1), Captste 
Joba Wildey commanded the PAsrsir ocd Coptein Bicturd Goudlail te Luneauter. 

4. Madras, é 

















ULONGE WHITE 0 ICHARD EDWARDS. 
M; Lichen Edwards Ballaanve the 20. Sept. 1674: 
Siu | 
My fast wae the 19 June’ iw complynnce with my promise wherein, 1 





(lid endeavour what -possitle 1 could the Recovery of your Goods, but was 


Hisappointed of serving gow eller to pone owne or my content; for cathe I 
did att last, by the Assistance of Mr Fyeemun, prevaile for all Mr Lang 





Remulaee to be delivered tu Mr Chelmley4 and my Selfe, he beeing imiploy'dl 


for Mtr John Smiihe, aa I for your conserne; yet upon surveizh of them I 
conll find noething Hike what your note Sperifies, save the parrell blew with 
gold stripes (which Tsuppos'd Mr V ichurrs hod made use off},5 and that 1 
auld to Mr Cholmley for the price you invoyee it at. For your further 
Saltistnction in this Partioalar I here inclose the invoyoe of the 2 bayles, 
which you may compare with yvur own eccounl to mforme your selfe more 
fully Uiereof. 

du all the time after Recerpt of your Inst, T had noe Oppertunity of 
eneiig-to Metchiepniam.$ and was therefore necessitated to impley Mr 
Freeman. in (le procury of the Partioulars desired by you, whieh I hase 
brought with me, and herewith Send you the invoyce of them and intend 
they sltell follow on the Companys Vessell suddenly intended for Tugly; 
their Amount ia Pogos: 22:7:5. makes Rups. 07 out of which must hee 
ledicted Rupa. 17 for your blew parcel, poe there Remains due to me Rupe. 
74 which L desire you to invest in thie Particulurs prentioned in tlhe inelomedd 


notes for which, whatever more is Required, shall bo readily repay'd you as- 


you please to order, with due thankes for vour kindness therein confernd on 
Sir, Your very affectionate Servant | 
Gino, Wrtrr, 
[ Endorsed} | 
To Mr Richard Edwards 
Merchant In Cassambazar. 


en 
+ Letter CXLY, 

Freeman. See Letter XVII. 

fleets of Francis Langwion, doceumd. Ser Letter OXLT 

vai he Eon diamond agent at Goloonds. See Dioriee of 
Ntcayashom Master, ed Temple, IT, 128a. 

& Se Letier CILV. 

f Maenlipatem. 

7. EHeckoning the pageda at fa and the reper a) fe 24, 

& ‘This memorandum doom not exist. 7 


fap pe 
aie 


hs 


ha 
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_————— 
SAMUEL BULLIVANT TO RICHATD EDWARDs. 
(0. ©. 4008), 
Singee, September 24, 1oi4 
Respected Fremd 
Your lust unto me was the [*], wherein you sent mee the bill for Rupe. 
‘0. since which have not heard from you. In my last to you I desired you 
woul! doe mee the kindness a4 to hasten Mr E. B. to dispose of that smail 
Peoce of Muske as soon a possible, and this serves only againe to request 
sail fayour of you, Hf you huve not already done it, for now (our plejtre 
hon[tes) being gone to ugly), if it bee disposed of, would] destre you. by 
their return to order Mr I B. (as from your selfe} to invest it in copper or 
tin, if Procufra]b[le], and send mee by suid boates, Excuse this trouble, 
wud if 1 caw serve you here, freely command mee. 
Not more at present, seve wishes for your health and welfare, and 
remamne | 
Your reall freind to serve you 
Sau. Briiyvest. 
[P.]S. Excuse this scrip? of paper, it being time of the wars? and ol present 
searce, With my respects to Mr J. M., E. L.,# Eton. freinds with you 
| Yours &. B. 
PS. Sir, bee pleased tu dispeed the Letter to Mr Binm,? as also the small 
Parvell and Letter to Mr Jordan in Ballasore by some safe convey- 
ance. 





Idem &. B, 
[Endorsed] For Mr Riehard Edwards 
Merchant In Cassimbaxar. 


SS es 
1 ‘The message to Edmund Bogden about the musk was sent in Ballivent's letter of 
the Lith June (CXLIM). In the following Ietier, dated 4 August (CLI) he only expressed 
8 An obeatete (erm for « small piece of paper, usually with writing on it. 
= The Third Duteh War, concluded by he mecond Treaty of Westminster, 9 Febru- 
4 John Marsliall and Edward Littiswon. 
5, John Byam, writer at Hugli, arrived in Imfia in 1671. See Diaries of Streynsham 
Morter, ed. Temple, L 34n.; U1. 18, 2230. 
6 Clement Jordan or du Jardin, som of one of the Company's surgeons af Fort §t. 
George, will be potioed: later en. 


if 


i BENGAL: PAST § PRESENT. 





JOHN BILLINGSLEY TO RNSIARD EDWARDS, 
(O. ©. 4011), 
Ballasore October the lit: 1674 
[Me] Richard Edwards 
Esteemed Friend 
T now toe trouble you with twa nr three Lines, not haveing hear from 
you & greate while: I must desire the faveour of you to provide mee o Silke 
tamimnork unl mat piece of Red Onttenel of the best couler a» you can get, 
and 1 piece of white Taffatie? and send downe by the first, with therr cout, 
anil Twill omer the money to bee paid there or here [to] any [o]ne 
[accor ding to your [desire], and in any thing that J can Sarve you in here, 
you iney frely oomnuind mee, 
I suppose you have heard of the death of John Vickars3 Hee died of 
ui impestinm (hat brocke with in him, about the Cape4 
Prny lot mee know what price vermillion will aell with you5 Soe, 
hoveing not more fo trouble you at this time, hui with mine and my wifes 
nervioe presented to you, Soe remaine 
Your sured friend to Serve you 
Jxo: Birremecstey, 


r 


[To] Mr Richard Edwards 
Merchant In Casaumbienr, 





LETTER CLXTV. 
EDWARD READE TO TICTARD EDWARDS, 
(0. C. 4016.) | 

| Hugly October Sth = 1674 
Mr Richaril Edwards 

Respected Sir 

I have received yours primo october and am very sorry you were bind- 

red writeing before by such « distemper, which I pray God quit you of, and 
send you Perfect health. 


i Himl, bith, site selvedge, battoni, wile cloth: See Yale: Holsen-Jobeon 
4"\tditoee, See Tole; # " on, FR 
& See Letters XIU, LXEIN, LXAXXI, be 
i, See Letter V. | 





CORRESPONDENCE OF RICHARD EDWARDS—IV. ib 


i have reeeived the Sugar wad thanke you fur il, ae also the bamboes;! 
the sugar hove Credited you for Uy, Ta; tle hamboves you due-aut write the 
price, which pray putto the rest you promise to pel hereafter, 

The pesple herve say Lluse lie banboes? are procureable about Tage 
Maul. and ti's but sending for, If postible 1 would yet « few—it but 200 
—almust at any reusonable charge, Pray try; and it » peon can goe to 
Pattana ‘and bring some by boate, deaior Mr Murshall freni mee to take care 
herein by writeing und furnishing mony, if to 60 Bups,, 40 93 to returne in 
November to Hugly; olse bill be too Inte? They mus} be ewitol fashion,» 
long and Slender. 

I have-not yet got » drop of any fresh liquors, but expect if Ter fist 
eloope, and then you shall have 1? oy 14 golline of mum,® of any thing elee 

| Your reall friend and Servant 

I hove delivered the bale: 1: P? to Mr Smith. 

{Endorsed} Por Mr. Richand Edwards 

Merchant In Coassambuzar. 





LETTER CLAY. 
HENRY CARPENTER TO RICHARD EDWARDS. 
(O. ©. 4016), 
Singer le eh October "74 

Mr Kiohard Edwards 

Sir, Tis now a long time sinoe any from-you, and T hove soe often write 
[F to vou, some of which doubtless has-attnin’d your reception, that Uwonld 
be d[isagreejable both to you and me ty resite the dates; lope “ere this time 
you muy have received the Severall things sent you on Boates with my Letter 
dated September Ist In it T told you T hal orcdes’d Mr Nayler lo poy won 


LS 


i. See Letters CLITT, OLIX. 

2 The Male [or solid) Bamboo, Menad+ncofemus atrictuy, Hind Sev, ihe comment 
abd mosh widveprend of Indian tamboos. [1 dows pot secur in N. and E. Bengal ana 
Assam i hence He ratity in Reade'y even See Watt, Commercial Products ef Tmfic, p. 12; 
Howrey, Countries round the Buy of feagal, ed, Temple, p. 249. 

3.. Rajmahai. 


4 Too inte to. aemd to Burmpe tlt mexeoe. 

6 ‘Thiet is, thin ond Mexible | 

& A kind of boer originally brewed In Bruevick. See Letter LVITL 

7. So marked. / 
& See Lather CLYTIT 

















a. © a Teball now elie: you not to. demand i ot hi, 
— I + writ him for some small effect{y) which that small summe will 
| cats I had thought long e're this to [h]ave received the Girdles anid 
Mulmoocll,®@ but especaally the former. I hod not troubled you, 
us it then stood between us, without an Urgent necessity, and I could have 
wished fhat you woulil sooner have let'me known 17 would not have provided: 
them. Pray if [7 can], speedely vend them, us I may forward them by 
a 

ree aiAyNa Chorn's are not yet ready With kinde respects, 
remaine 








Your homble servant 
Hesey CAnreNTEEz: 
[Endorsed] [To Mjr Richard Edwards 





LETTER CLXVI. 
JOHN SMITH TU RICILARD EDWARDS, 
(0. G, 4038). 





Hugly October 12th 1674. 
Mr Richard Edwards: 
Esteemed treind 14 | | 

i have writt you two Letters yerry Lately,5 and some before that, I 
have had nde nnswer of them; wouler ut your Silanee. Tam informed you 
liave met with somfe ¥ trouble]. Am sorry io heare it from others, but 
should gladly heare tle truth of it from you and an answer te my other 
Letters. 








‘The amount named in the otter of the 1st September is Ra. 13 Tha. 

Seo Latter OL, 

So that I may forward them with the Europe bound ships 

Seq Lovtier CLYTIL 

Ta Anguat. See Letters CLIT and CLYI- ; 

This ik the firet cvference to Edwards's unfortunate anianglemend with = natlre 
eum, of which mere anon 


Prmenen | 
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LEVIEL ULXYVI. — 
EDMUND BUGDEN TO RICHARD EDWARDS. 
(O.C. 4021). 
Huagly, 15th October L6T4 
Mr Iichard Edwards 
Thespected freind 

from Mr George White received the small bundle now sent by Air 
Anthony Smith,) if being directed to Mr White, which made Mrs Reade 
open it, thinking it had been for hir; wt present remember not elce at Present. 

Loveing freind, 1 must go bare foote if you do not help mo surkdemly, Ad 
Present remember not elce, so with my kinde respects to you, Mr Aaipe, &ca- 
freinds, 

[ remam 
Your assured freind and Servant 
Enun. Buores. 
fEudorsed] To Mr Richard Edwards 
Merchant In Cussambazar. 





LETTER CLAVUCL 
GEORGE WHITE TU RICHARD EDWARDS. 
(0, 0. 4022), 
Rallaxore : October 16. 1674 

Mr Richard Edwards 

1 writt you the needfull few wayes ufler my Arivall.t) Since which I 
Delivered te Mr Edmund Bugiden the Parcell of Chints, &c., brought for your 
Account, whose departure was so sudden that I could not Accompany them 
with an Advice; however, doubt not his freindly oare in forwarding them to 
your hand, and hope this will find them safe in your possession, whereof at 
sour leasre I desire you will please to aequaint me, a4 allsee whether I may 
depend on you for your provision of ile’Particvlate Specified ina note im- 
closed in my. former. 


| Anthoty Soith, who wee sent out Fort St. Ceargy a9 & solder, was ‘entertained 
ai a dyer lo Getober 1674, See Diarwe vf Streynehinm Mocter, od Temple, L 407. 
® AV Bilasor See Letwer OLAL 


20 
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7 " , VGAL: PAST § PRESEN: 


[ ear SS ee ee 
‘ever I can bee any wayes Servicenble, pray moat freely comund the best Endes-. f 
vours af Sur, | 








Your very affectionate Friend and servant 





| . : Geo, Wurre. 
[Endorsed] To Mr. Richard Kdwards 
Merchaut In Cassambusar. 
LETTER CLXEX. 
THOMAS PACE ‘To HICHARD EDWARDS. 
(0, C4023). 


Ballaxore Ovtober the 1: 1674 
Mr Richard Edwards 
Loveing freind 

Yours of the 26 Inet came to my band, and Lhave Sent you: Another 
letter Since! Tam Sorry my Tinees hos rendred me so Turdy in what you 
formerly desired, As Alsg in Some mensuro incapable [sic] of Endeavowrag - 
for what you have now desired, thongh not wholly As to Endesvours, yet those 
to little purpnse, for T hove Got but 12 qnarts of Canary? for my Selfe, nor - 
Could I Get those, lind not my illuess induced those that Spared it me to 
beleive it A kindness, Indeed, whnle Chests I might buy that were mixt 
with Qlaret and rhenish5 but thot I thouglit beyond my Allowance4 As {oy 
Paper 1 Can Get none At all, nor (Quills; powder perhaps I may, and it may 
be Shot, but no Lanthorne, nn Ince more than Syds, Of the Small§ 1 Gott af 
Gabriel. that being all in the (iodowne, Mats I bhava a good while = 
bespo[ ke but beleive -you might mistake ia the longtlie onl brendihs of ae 
pair you Gure me in remembrance’ there being few made So Little as. 
coveds long and 24 broad. 








b, Tien fe neither wxtiss. from Pace Sskwemn Aka 4" Megtember [Levee GLX) 
16th Cctobor, 1674, | | , 


6. anal Poesia. hocusd as ead rota oss fein’ pene Geen England. 
Se Letter LEX. 

T, Warehouse, See Letter XOTV. 

& As @ token, reminder, 
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Tudou I huve bed Se Much Eliness:Sinee I Come, which vet SER atag! 
that it may be in’ Some measure Exousable if by Slackness Tn procuring what 
you desired 1 have disobliged yuu, but if it please God to Grant me health, 
t hope I shall be Capable Either out of iny cwne etore ar what T may procite 
to Serve you with many of those things you desire. 

About Long pepper. According as you write, twill be time Enough 
hereafter to Advise, though I would have you bolt these in hand from whom 
it'is procurable, for it is certainly 2 Commodity here plyantageous, if procur- 
able at those rates by A former Advised.) As for the Use of mony this ship- 
ping, tis likely to be to little profit, and what ever bought before hand upon 
A great Adventure? whether vendible with those peuple the cheife [? of] 
which deliver their mony (as usuall) to the Cheife Person ond whit may be 
Expected from the fickle humour of Others (when Goods On hand), you may 
Judge? 

T huve, According to your desire, deliveyed your remembrances, Pray 
yemeniber me likewise to all with you and Exouse my heat, the conveyance 
b{ Py who}m I vend being gone and this to follow 

trom Your (ham ble Servant 
[Tno; Pace. | 
[Endorsed] To Mr. Richard Edwards | 
Merzhant In Cassaulmanr. 





LETIER CLAN. 
EDMUND BUGDEN ‘To RICHARD EDWARDS. 
(Oh, ©. 4026), 
Hughy the 20th October Lii4- 
Mr Hichard Edwards 
Respected freind 

Yours the 24th curtent have received, and am glad you bave your token 
or fardle4 I sent you, and thank you for your Remembrance of mee for Slip- 
pers, Tam very buissy, so cannot enlarge more than tell you that Mr. Smith 


- = = 


= itnsatd. 

& The meaning of the confuse) senyence werme th be that the lmwer among the 
Company's servamta had little chance of profitable intetments sithont ineurring great rick, 
Vheir saperiors absorbing the bert markets 

4. Parcel, See Letter CLAVIL 








_ = 








amen re his Love to you, and this day he pepurts hence? and expect thie 
Adie? before the factory. Not elee fro’ - | 
Your assured freind] to cofmmand) 
Enun, Beeps, 





(Endorsed) To Mx Richurd Edwards 
Merehwiit Ly Usseuri bazar 


SAMUEL TERVY TO RICHARD EDWARDS.4 
(O2C. 4027). 
In Degoa October 20th 1674 
Brother Edwards 


Sty Jast wae [.....] came yours of the 2lej, Yeur Runde Affaire* Looks 


not ill no f.....] Durbar £%] fread. The Demn'd Dog Bulchundé and 1 
agreed [Pnot, becaluse I gave not I100 rs. without « Writing to secure from 
further [? if}. Now this night he Departs, takeing the party along ne 
[iie--]. With him you mayend it clieaper if yfou] hove the Lark 
[ta] whendle the mother as well as you lave f—-the Daughter. Be [w]Jure 
you now conelude it ane a4 never to rise up in judgement ag(uinst you}, You 
may sett your heart at Rest that it will not be [? broaght up] againe By Tht 
who besides has sfome] foare in hfis P heart unless] his purpose be Suckan- 
hasan? that] if shfe] hecafme ...: ] of hie wee would Complayne [ ,.--. ] 
ofthis in [.,....,. Howe |ver, you must be sure to [% employ] a 
deale of [? caution at] first, but with disoretion all [may] be husht 
[- +++. +. ] re being all he would take... ..] And if yon Can possible, 


1, John Smith had been aummoned ic Balasor by Walter Clevell to aniist in the lading 
of the Company's ahipa for Earape. Bee Fartory Revords, Hugi wol. 4 

# The Advice pink (See Letter CLVI, note 7) had been piloted ep to Hugi, ant her 
coneorla, the PAerate and Lenroster, eure ewalting their eurgoes in Balasor Read. 

 “Phia letter in badly damaged and several portions are torp away. 

4. Adair with @ woman of loos character, Hind, randi. 

& Hel Chand Rai, governor of Murshidsbad. 

® Fal Chand: | 

7. Hervy eppears te meen io ce ihe Hindi expreazion enfinn-mt-eAcneui, beedlesaness, 
anal the suite would (hen fee " er) ieee he ia work less, ** 
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(S08 8 ee CS SSE SS SS SS SSS 
send it to Hugly[.... - ] to Mr. [? Clavell] for 1 much doubt 1 shall not 
be able [? to take Coss }mbaza> in my Way.t 


Tam 
Your reall ready Zriend and Brother 
P. 8, [illegible) | Sa. Heevr. 


[Endorsed] To Mr. Richard Eclwarda 
Merchant In Cassimbazar. 
WALTER CLAVELL 1) RICHARD EDWARDS, 
(0. C, 4029). 
[Mr Richard] Edwards Balluscra November the 2d. 1674 
| Esteemed] friend 
1 have yours of the 20th October, and before its arrivall hed written 
[fF to you about] the business? Shoulil lave been giad that when it wus 
brought to so [¥ good an end] os one thousand Ruyies that Bulehunds liad 
been closed with, aud that [? the business] at that expence had been taken 
wp,4 but bitherto it is possible L [Pam in wome] lack ant not have the Wusiness 
rightly stated to mee as it hoth (? been on ojther occasions. However, you 
may bee sure that if there bee no[. . . .j or before the going away of the ship 
then as yet hath come [... - -] any part of w generall letter [. . . -] im a parti- 
cular, tia not slwaies credited; therefore, bee assured all the favour and right 
I can doe you [in] that or any other business, 1 will doe it and according to 
my ability approove [my] self 
Your assured friend to Serve you 





[Endorsed] To Mr Richard Edwards Warren CLAvELL 
Merchant In Cossnmbuzar. 


L The gist of this letter eveme te be that Edwards, who had entangled himself with 
a woman in whom Bal Chand was interested, might placate the injured (hovernor by ao 
hoary bribe, and thet Hurry was of opinion that Bal Chand would keep quiet let hiv own 

2 This letter doea not exist 

% Bal Chand Rul. See Letter CLXXL 

5. Some words aro missing im this part of the litter, Cluvell seeme to be saying thet 
if no further complications arise during the sttlemmnt of Edwards's sffuir with Bal 
Chand, he will not inform against Edwards in the Genoral Letter to England. Farther, 
Clavell encourages Edwards by selling him thot the Court will probably disregard ony 
private information of his misdoings Tho way in which both hie equals and mmperior: in 
rank gttovs 66 shield Edwarde from the consequences of his mistake shows the esteem in 
which be wai beld by his associates. 
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a ; ) Et c 7 rf RS 
‘SAMUEL BULLIVANT TO RICHARD EDWARDS, 
Singee November 4. 1674 


[Btr.) Richard Edwards 
Esteemed Friend 
Yours of the 15 past month J received, and see what you write oa to my 
Muske?t snd Returne you thanks for your care therein and hope shortly to 
have newes of ite sale, although am adyiced likewise tie but at a low rate at 
present in England owever. sov small a Pareell may Perhaps Find a 


Chapman ;? if it bee sold, I againe confirm what formerly ordered, that you: 


would invest it in somo thing [? that] may tune (o some advan[tag]e 
he[ré ajnd sénd it by our hoates. 7 

Herewith I returne you your boake of Osborn,5 and beg your pardon for 
dletaintng if so long after my arrivall here. I lent it Mr J. 04 to Pertse, who 
was eo touch taken with it that hath kept iteversince. should he qiad to heare 
some particular newes from Europe of the peace with [...-.], how eoucluded 
(I meane the Articles), having only in general] newes of our Tononrable 
peace. Tf you have them in Your Paétory, please ta send a coppy of them 
to mee. 

Tam very Sorry [for] your ill fortune and doe really condole with you 
for [? it], and heartily wish you a gol isene ont of all yur troubles, This 
Country is now growne to that height of villany and exactions from all Gov- 
ernours, that wee ¢hall not afier w while bee able fo live in {t securely, these 
people studying and oontriving all wayes to get uy inte their power that aoe 
they may force money from uab 

I Returne you thankes for dispeeding my Letters and Parcell, I would 
desire you to buy mee six bresevhes strings white, such ax T bought whon with 
you, of 4 fora Rupee, and send them Per primo conveyance (having not 
one loft of what brought up with mee). I know not if Tam indebted to you. 





1. Seo Lettom CRXRIX, OXLIT, CLI, CLXAIL 

& Uined ina obenlete. sense of pivchaner, cuebonter. 

& The allusion is probably to the work called Advices te o Son, published in 1666, one 
ef the moat poplar of the writings of the time. [a anthor was Prencie Osborne (1993- 
1659}, tmrler of horas to William Herbert, third Barl of Pombroke 

4 Job Charnneke 

4 The pmane with the Dutch cunclnded hy the second Tranty of Westminister (fee Letter 
CLATY 23}, The principal: comditions were that the Thtch shoold pay £300,000 to 
Chetles TT and should reapect the English. flag. Further, Ni" posevesiata’ tbkainad | betars 
the wor were ta be restored. 

6 An allesion to the hush motey paid i Bal Chand. See the two previoes letters. 
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Lf eoe, I shall on notice from you Remitt it. You sent mee some things you 
did not prise, Vér., silk raines anal strings for the horse, tod 2 white girdles 
flowred; und therefore cannott exactly tell how my account stands; at your 
leastire prey inform mee, 

I have ‘not more at present, save tender of my due Respects ta your selfe 
Eitea. freinds in your Factory, and subseribe 

Your reall fred to serve you 
Sam: Bupuxvant. 

[If yJou have any store of flint by you, [pray] send mee a Piece of a 

seer,! being in want] of it for my fowling-[ piece]. 
Idem 5. 3B, 

[Endorsed] To Mr Richard Edwards 
Merehant Tn Cassambazar 


LETTER CLEAXTY. 
WALTER LITTLETON TO RICHART EDWARDS. 
(0. Q. 4032), 

[Apart from the letter given below, T linve found only two references to 
Walter Littleton im the Records of the Kast India Company, and all efforts 
fo trace him elscwhore have failed. He may have'been o son or relative: of 
ithe Walter Littleton who was in India some twenty yours earlier, ‘This mas, 
fo whom there are references from Janunry 1651 to Tuly 1053, was employed 
by ihe ‘King of Goloonda end subsequently as a servant of the Company, but 
there js no record of the confirmation of his appointment by Ne Court of Com- 
mitiees, nor ay note of his return to England or death tn Tndin, 

The writer of the fetter, whom I cannot connect in any way with 
Edward Littleton, the Company's servant at Kasimbazar, woe » merchant and 
probably ulsu (he owner of a trailing vessel. From the fact that he learnt of 
the death of John Vickers while he wae in England (See refra), 1t seems aa if 
he liad recently returned to India and bad taken up his residence at Balasor- 
In 1676 his name appears in a Lat of Freemen, t«,, Euglichmen not in the 
Company's service, at Balaaor, who were aimmoned by Streynsham Master on 
the L5th December and ordered to reside at Fort St. Geonre and not to” build 
or buy louses in ony other place.” Compliance with these restrictions pro- 
‘cured them the right to trade “to and fro from any Ports or places in the 
[nlies, expected [rie] to Tonqueen, Formosa and the Southward of the line, 
ani to have the “benefitt of the Companyes protection in all places.” 





1. Aliond 2 ibe avoirdupels. Sse Letter X- 





> 2 oe 
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The next refermice to Walter Littleton in thirteen years later (Deve mber, 





1689) when he ia mentioned es a member of a Grand Jury at Fort St. Georg 
After this date.I have found no allusion to him. See 0.C', 2100, 2208, 2267, 2032: 
Bianes of Streynsliaw Moster, el. Temple, U1. 75 (where, ina footnote, 
Walter Littleton is confused with Robert, brojher of Edward Litileton) 
Miutras Mayor's Court Proceedings, 1689, Recutds uf Fort St. Genrge. 


[Ballasore 4th November 1674]. 


Mr Richard Edwards 

I make bold to trouble you swith this few Lines, which is in time of 
necessity, 5 the Reprobates use God Almighty, say there prayers when they 
stand in need of his help, aoe I reckon that I om unwortly in receive any 
kindnesse from you for not keeping conrespondenoe with such uw good friend aa 
yor selfe (which T can doe noe lease hut beg my pardon for my (mission. 

Sir, I thought seriously that I should have (he hoppines lo kisee your 
hands at Cassumbuanr about 26 daies agoe: (I have not soo much time to let 
you understend of my bad successe that was happen tn me, goeiny aboard the 
Ganges in Bollasore roade) and if you please to inquire of Mr Marahall T 
suppose you may understnnd.. Now Mr Clavell desire me to nssist him in 
his Particular business (by reason Mr Jourden2 {s going to Mugty), 

If you please to seni! mfee 4] or 6 paire of Breeches strings [7 white, 
whereof) 2 for an Itupee and 2 peeces of fine stuffs, silke. Likewise if you 
please to let me know (le price of Raw silk: you will doe men great kindnos, 
and therefore (without Apology) I ussure you if ane time you can think 


wherein T may be serviceable to you, you may freely command me, a# I am, 
Sir 


Your Loving friend and humble servant 
Wartere Lirrieroy, 
Pray, Sir, send me 2 paire af Cassumbusay SleepersS T doe assure you 
Tam very sorry (o understand (when 1 wns in Englond) of Mr Vickers death," 








L The writer apparently met with some accident wien abomi t sail to Hugti in the 
Vompany’s uloop (anges, There are no (Crnstibiaslor por Lettee Books extunt for this period 
to élotidate bis remark. 


2 Clement Jordan. See [etier CLXII 


5% Slippers onde in Kasimbarar, Edwards was kept huee in supplying thee 4o his 
friends. fee Letters V, XXXVII, XiIH, ALITY, AGIX, L, LJ 


§, For the death of Johu Vickers at ona, w= Letters ¥, CLXTIL 
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who was a deare friend fo me. My humble service to Mr Vincent [and] 
Mfr Marchall, Desire you, if you doe intend to send those things above 
mentioned, should be before the ships departure, rest, | 
Ballasore the November 4th 1674 
[Endorsed] To Mr Richard Edwards 
Merchant In Cassumbuzar 


LETTER CLAXYV. 
HENRY CARPENTER TO RICHARD EDWARDS. 
(0, ©. 4034), 
Singe le (10) i November 1674 
Mr Richard Edwarda 
Deare Friend 

Yours of 15th past month I have received, at eight of which I was much 
surprized, not haveing soe long had any from you, the which cause I could 
not possablely have Imagin’d, had you not by yours Inform'd me, the which I 
could not read without being as much concern’d as were you my own Brother, 
and for mine of 2oth September,2 which you are pleased to tearm raylery, | 
ba your pardot if any thing unseemly was Contain’d im it. I know not 
what simple idle [? thoughts] then possess’d me, but after its departure I 
wish'd it againe in my Clutches, I musi confess I gave my pen the more 
liberty, supposeing it might have Undergone the same fate of miscaryage 1 
thought severall before had done, not hearemg in so long a time from you. 

But to your Vafortunste business. Ile assure youl knew nothing of 
‘ill a very few dayes before yours arriv'd, and that was by a wssid $ whirh 
came from your Factory. To goe about to lett you know how much it 
troubles me would be both Vain and Idle, it being Insignificant to the Salve- 
ing youraore. Though pity is generally the best help a man in trouble ehall 
receive from his common Friends, I could wish it lay in my power to serve. 
you in some kind or other in it, which if did, you should quickly see me step 
out of this common road, and appear in that of your most devoted adjutora.* 





i. On what evidence this Jetter haa been allotted in the Records, to the 10th November 
does nok appeer. 

& This letter w not extant. 

3, Kend, mesenger. 

4. A pow obsoleta term for helper, assistant. 
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But what cannot be cured must he endured, I cannot think any English man 
own he so base and Unnatural! as to give‘an information of that which tenda 
not wt ull to Company odvastage or disadvantage! All the trouble and mis- 
fortune 28 yours, and for uny to wi to tliat by soe base an Action (though I 
feare we have too many Urethren that though unconcernd love to fish in 
troubled waters) would render himself an uncharitable Divil. In my opinion 
your only way is to bare Op and not be discouraged, seeing [the] thing ia 
past recall and will I hope be but » 9 dnyes {wonler|, You are not the first 
that has fallen into Lobb pound.2. 

1 am glad you have received those things I sent you. I shall take eare 
to procure you & Carpett according to order. Pray when can, without ading 
to your present trouble, forward me those things writ for. ‘You have Deare 
Friend the present needful from 

Your reall Friend and Servant 
Henny Oarrexren. 
PS. Tf not too late, pray forbare the girdles, only senda good Mnllmul!.3 
Yat, if they are ready, rather then you ehould Loose by it, i'‘le take 
them; they may be of after tive, though now of none. 
Idem IL 0, 
[Endorsed] To Mr Richard Eudwards 
Merchant In Cassumbazar 
Tf nbsent pray give this Conveyance to him. 





LETTER CLXXVI. 
GEORGE WHITE TO RICHARD. EDWARDS. 
(0.0, 4088). 
Hugly November 11. 1674 
Worthy Freind 
After many longing Expectations, yours of the 24 past came yesterday 
to hand, and truely I am very heartily consern’d for the unfortunate rimmed 
venture that has aoe discompos'd you from your'exact Method of corréspond- 
ence, snd passionately wish you dismtreagu'd4 from soe tnheppy an im-= 
broyie. 
== ae ee 
1. Carpenter i» endeavouring w reameure Edwards that bin unfortunate entanglomené 
“il not be reported to the Court of Committess in England, 
2, Leb'n pound signifies, prison, Jock-ap, and figuratively, an oniangiement, difficulty. 
The Oxford English Diet, doriees the word fron the Dutch lobte, Norwegian, tuhb. 
&. See Letter Cl. 
4% Disentangied, happily freed from Intriges iv here used in ite (oow rare) sone 
of ‘to entangle. * 
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The Particulara: 1 writt to you for were recommonded to my care by 
eeveral Friends at the Const and Either by youor Mr Marshal) [ depend 
to bee furniahd with them, that I may not ineurr the cenanre of an unkind 
disapoyntment; and therefore what of them Mr Marshall sends me not, 
pray Endeavour to procure and send me to Ballasore in tyme to bee forwarded. 
by the shipps; bul I suppose tis needless now to mind you of if, boping you 
have allready gratified this my desire. 

Pray in your next send me coppy of Mr Freemans Invoyce of the Parti- 
culars he bought for you, 1 haveing omitted to Enter it. J am in expectation 
anddenly to Meet my Brother Marshall? at NuddeahS where, if't may vou- 
veniently hee, I shou'd be very joyfull to Enjoy your company, for I really 
ami, Sir, 

Your very affectionate Preind and Servant 
G. Wire 
[Endorsed] To Mr Richard Falwards 
Merchant In Cassambuzar 


GEORGE EKNIPE TO RICHARD EDWARDS, 
(0. 0. 4038), 
Hugly the 19th November 1674 

Mr Richard Edwards 

Affestionale friend 
Larrived here a trosday at noone, since which time have not had oppor 
tunity of writeing to you. This is onely to desire you, if possible procurable, 
to send 40 mds, of Tessinghe Sugar’ for it beare a very gool price here, 
likewtse tho one Pepper Chitternmull§ will lett you have tis Supar at ie firet 


rail tee tf he he tm in the ane opinion; pray none of his ciate 
Likewiee that you woud send « piece of white Taffitie and o piece of silke 
lungees.© Thies is-all at present, onely reme[m|bring my respecte’ to Mr 
Marshall, Mr Cole, &cn. friends, remuine 
Your very reall and loveing Friend 
Geo: AxNIre 

& The term ‘brother’ seems to be eel only o¢ @ merk of friendzhip, 

B Nadia, on ihe Hugll, between Kasiribatar and ihe town af Hogli 

4 This place, which la varionaly epolt Tessinghe, Tlasinda, Toasindin, Treainddl, ete, 
ia not oow identifiable, Te appedrs to have bem situated in the neigliboarhood of Kasim- 
bazar and was noted for ita eugar. See Dicriee of Sireynshom Muster, ed, Temple, I. 418n. 

6 Ohitar Mal See Letter CXLIX. 

6. For taffety and feeggi, ece Letters XITI, XVII, LAXTK, etc. 





"-Thope by thie ara om itl is eyeela againe | ‘und that your 
troubles are at an end. ‘Mine is very well, giving her duocy and Salam,t but 
as big xa she can tamble, being past bedding for 2 or 9 months. 

Idem @. KB. 

PS, Tell Mr Peachy? I hove sent his chest to Ballusore: aud Richard 
Mosely that mine and Lis goods are on board of a porgooS for Balla- 
sore, onely staying to see the new monne [p]nst. 

Pray lett the Sugar be sent downe with all possible Speed. 

[Endorsed] To Mr Richard Edwardes 





EDWARD READE TO RICHARD EDWARDS. 
(O. G. 4040). 
Hugly November 18th 16T4 
Mr Richord Rdwards 
Esteomed Friend 
I am very senscible of the Greate troubles lately unluckely fallon upon 


you and most heartily wish you well quit of them, and then T hope you will 
hee better capanitated to doe your owne and friends business us you desier. 


1 have receiyed Mr Hervys hat, and will leave if for him, also have 
return you the case by Mir Knipe, and acquainted Mr Whites what you 


writ. 


Exouse hast, being [upjon dispatch of ihe Arrivall* 


Your reall friend and Servant 


[Endorsed] For Mr. Richard Edwards 
Merchant [In Cassarmbazar], 





L Pera du'a and sata; compliments, titerully, benediction aud salutation. 
& For Richard Mowly and Jeremy Peachey, ase Letters CNX XVI and URXXYIIT 
4, One of the Company's sleops. See Letter XCVIIT. 
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GEORGE ENIPE TO RICHARD EDWARDS. 
(0. C, 4041). 
in Hugty the 16th November 1674. 





Mr Richanl Edwards 
affectionate friend 

My last lo you waa of the 15th eurrent wherein write you about sending 
dovwne 6) mids: of Tessinghe Sugar’ Pray send me downe 50 mds: more 
assone an possible you can, in baggs, at their usual) rate, for Tam to have, 
assone as arrivall here, Lir: the bag Therefore if Chittermul! will not per- 
forme lus prowise* pray by all means Truck oouries for it3 Pray be speedy 
in what you due, for it must be here 15 daies after thie date, 

This is all at present from 
Yours to Commanc 
Gro, Kvire. 





[In ? Richard Edwards's writing] to G, P. that had sent letter to Mr V. 


bui4 
[No anilorsament.] 





| LETTER CLXXX. 
GEORGE WHITE TO RICHARD EDWARDS. 
(O. ©. 4042.) 
(ugiy 10th November 1674.) 

Sir 

Air Reade has shewn me the postoript of your last letter to: him, advise- 
ing you hove writt me via Ballasore, whether I am thie Evening returning, 
anid hope to find your letter there, depending allsoe upon your kindness in 
furnishing Every Particular specified in my former emembrance, to which 
I desire you to add 4 pair handsome Moores alippers,5 which is all the troble 
T shall now give you, and request that T may have some Opportunity to retri- 
bute® your favour by beeing imploy'l in your Commands at the Const, if I 
ean there bee any Way Usefull to you. 





lL, See Lester CLEXVIT. 

2 tn hie previous letter Enipe wiated that Chitar Ma) was ready to provida the mgur 
andl te give theee months credit for it. 

3. Thomas Bowrey, who waa in Beugal two years later, remarked thet cowries ** passe 
very currant by tale" and thet 3.200 ecowries wend to the rupee at Wert dave (Covniries 
round the Bay of Bengal, ed. Temple, p. 218 and Ln). 

4. G. P. stands for George Peacock oid Mr Vo for Matthing Vineet The sentence 
je unfinifhed. 

&. Slippers cock ge those worn by Mubgomaduu wt Essimbarar. See Letters CLXEXIV. 

6, Repay. 


oy 
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I am very glod to heare there is such good hopes of a speedy oonclusian 
to your late unhappy misadventure, sve Wishing you continued health and 
prosperous Success, I take leave, Hemaining Unteignedly, Sir 

Your Very Affectionate Servant 
Geo. Ware. 
Uugly November 19th 1674. 
[Endorsed] To Mr Richard Edwards 
| Merchan[t] In Cassambuxar 





LETTER CLAXAL 
THOMAS PACE TO RICHARD EDWAITDS. 
(1, CL 4043). 
Ballowre, November 20th 1674 





Loving freind 

Yours of the 28th T have received, As aleo the Parcels therein mentioned 
of Mr Vineent and Mr Smifth], Your 2 pieces? Cannot yet Sell, but shall 
still Endeavour their Sale; which if prove meffectuall, shall return them 
According to your Order. 

I thank you for your trouble in the procury of what you Advise, aud aliall 
Attempt, though perhaps not with that Success, for what you desire out of 
the Ships? and shall as you order, forbear the Arack.? 

Tum Sorry for the trouble On you and hope it may be put to An enil: 
which if it may not Overmuch diseompose you, T would deatre you for our 
Common Advantage to prosecute what before I Advised you of, wist, the 
Procury of Long pepper and for that End T shall now returne to you Rups. 100 
for my Part, and will do more if you Advise the procury of any greater 
quantity is feixible; And as fast as you Can get it im to Send it for Hugty to 
Await the Opportunity of (he Sloopes.6 I Shall advise you Per the. next ti 
whose Care you may Commend it there. Mr Reade &ca. Comeing thence, 
there will be possibly none of Your Acquaintance to whom you may with 
Security Consigne it, but in A short Time I shall be Certifyed whom of my 
freinds from this place may be there at its Comeing, of whom I will Advise 
you. 

Tf I Cun [As its Posarhle I may) obtem as much of Mr Clavell As to go 

i. What kind of material to intended deer not eppear, 
2 The Company's ships frany Europe, the Phoeniz and Loncanter, See Letier CLEX. 
3, “deal, apiriia See Letters 1, CXEXVI. 

4%. See Letter CLIY, 


& That ls, to await traneport of the consignment by the Company's eloops to Duissor 
ani thenee to the ahipe then lading for England, 





— 
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to the Coast (for my heulths Sake in the Change of Aire) on the Companys 
Pink,! to returne by the Same hither, then the Abovesaid Comodity may prove 
{morje Advantageous in Carrying it thither, and the larger quantity will 
Commend? the profit; but of this Silence, lest it Succeed mot. 

I hope the Engageing in buisiness Advantageous may, if not Oleare to- 
tally, yet ju Some measure divert from, (ir Envigorate to beare the heitter, 
YOU your distraction from your present trouble, ME mine from my illness, 
4o both which that there may be a good End is the wishes and desires of him 
that resents) your Equally aa if his owne discomposure, bemg 

Your truly Affectionate friend 
Tuo: Pace 
Ti you Can Spare me couple of Small neate Pattana Bambo's? and send then 
downe before the ships { ?sail, you] will de me a Great kind[ness]. 
[Idem] T.: Pace 

Pray prooure for me 1 bale of Tessonda Sugar You may receive the 

400 rs. of [Mr] Marshali, he b[ejing (hrdfere}]d by Mr Vincent 

to pjay it you- 

Idem T P 
fEndorsed] To Mr Richard Edwards 
Merchant In Cassambazar 





SAMUEL DULLIVANT TO RICHARD ERWARDS. 
(, CG, 4049), 
Pattana December 13, 1674 
[Mr Richard Eidwa ]rile 
Respected Freind | 
Having this opurtunity by [,.- ] an Armenian, would not omitt grv- 
ing [. . ~ ] these fow lines. My last wmto you was ihe [- . »] desired 
you to favour meé 20 far we to [Pendleavour] to eell that small Parcell of 
Muske.6 If [before] this tis done, should bee glad to heore it [and now] 
desire you to invest it in what you thinks [money] shall bee but a smal 
gainer by it. 
[: . . ] from venturing any thing [in Ballusore (unless] wee have 
Returnies), Towever, if you [?are pleased] to send any goods hither or to 








The Advice, pink. See Letters CLVIL, CLXX- 

Pace seme to man -—" The lurger the quantity, ihe bigger will be the profit. 
Peele 

Sew Letter CLAXVIL 

Bullivant ts veferring to hw jeter of the 4th November. See Letter CLE XII 


ons op 


® BENGAL: PAST § PRESENT. 
Rewitt [Pmoney to blee invested in Gpliblanas Meuke, or any C Fauch gomls], 
shall we my best indeavours to infvest it}. This Armenian is a friend of 





Cojal [.. Midas Mr Murehall hath seen), who ie [? now at] our 
house, anil soaeseni ito Mr ech 


I pray my kind respects [ tan sil to him) and Lady, Eten, freinds with 
you, No [more st prese)nt: auve kind love to your selfe, wishing [ fyou health] 
and happiness, ond an happy issue out of [ ?your troubles], and subscribe 

Your reall freind to serve you 
Sau: Briorvaxr 
[Endorsed] [To Mr] Richard Edwards 
Merchant [TJo C[aseu]mbuzar 





LETTER CLXAXXII. 
THOMAS PACE TO RICHARD EDWARDS, 
(0. (. 4053). 
Batlasore, December 31: 1674 
Mir Richard Edwards 
Loveing freind 

After eo many letters of mine that I can Scarce have Any more than 
One returne. and that in Answer to former Ones, the later being either not 
received Or not of Consequence enough (though I Supposed they might) to 
produce regard? would make mo believe my Sele Guilty of losing Your 
freindly Correspondence by Some default on my Part, did not upon examina- 
tion find all your letters answered: and that IT could not Rerve you in what 
‘lesired and intended As I prontised, I can without untruth Exouse my Selfe 
hy my Owne losse of these very Conveniences you desired, it baing the Generil 
fate, 

But T Somewhat more Admire} that when you hed Given nie eneourage- 
ment to hepe you Could Procure Lang pepper for our Joint Account. and I 
find reanitted you by Mr Marshall 400 rs. for my Pari? ever since the 10th of 
November,5 that I Can not hear from you whether you oan effect Ought in 
this matter. Pray he So kind At lesst to let me hear from you what you 
lave ding or ean do in this Affaire, the time for the Good Sale of the Above- 
said being like to end with this Monsoones 

Your ps. of Staffe beg not Able to Sell, L have returned by Mr Vincent. 


Khwaja! probably also on Armenian 1h iv @ pity thas both thee names ore oblitered. 
‘To merit sitention. 

Wonder. 

Se Lotter OLEAXL 

The betwer referred to is dated Blvh Noveniher, 1674. 

Here ceed in the sense of ‘ season." 


o pm ot pe 
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-And-thongh I have been So unfortunate not to Serve you in these matters 
you destred of So little moment,? Yet I desire you would endeavour what You 
can ae to what I gave you in remembrance at Parting, and have Since de- 
sired, And be pleased to take notice to Mr Peacock that | have not received 
the 20 re. You ordered him to pay, neither of him nor hia Order, Mr Reade 
bringing it not to Account, 

Though I have lost all my powder and Am by that meones tncapable of 
Serving my Selfe or you, I have notwithstandmg got A promise from A 
friend that he will from Hugly Send you up Some and Advise you of it. 

Pray let me have A line or two from you, and if you have Any Of those 
ps. of Stuffe ready you mentioned in your last, be pleased to Send, us Also the 
Hanger? directing them, A» Also (if procured) the long pepper. to Mr Rewle- 
By thie you will Oblige 

Your truly loveing friend 
Tno:: Pace 
(Endorsed) To Mr Richard Edwants 
Merchant In Cassombasur 


LETTER CLAAATY, 
GEORGE ENIPE TO RICHARD EDWARDS. 
(0, ©, 4074). 
Huglife] the id February 1674/5 





Myr Richard Edwards 
Loveing freind 
Wee arrive! here the d0th ultomo, Since which have but little trade, onely 
desiroing you (though I know tia a great trouble) to look afier my friend with 
you, hopeing by this time that she is laid on her cotS For the trouble you 
are at, I will willingly pay double the Some if it lies in my power. Pray 
present my Umble Service to Mr Vineent, Mr Marshall, Mr Littleton your 

Selfe, Mr Cole, &ca, being theirs and 

Yours most reaily | 





servant to Command 
Geo: Kyirs 
The Duteh Tapan ships are arrived.4 
| Id. G. KE. 
[Endorsed] To Mr Richard Eabwards 
Merchant [n. Cassambusar 








A short aword, origimally: lung from the belt, 
Kaut, bedstead. See Leteer XXII. 
The Dutch fest bringing a cargo from Japan, 


a a 
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LETTER CLXXXY. 
GEORGE KNIPE TO RICHARD EDWARDS. 
(0.0, 4078). 

Hugly the 15 Febraary 1674/9 

Mr Richard Edwards 

Affectionate friend 

Yours of the LOth Current ie come to hand, wherein understand of my 
being delivered of a girle;) which is neither good nor had newes, 
butt rather of the two bad, for I would rather had a boy, Maes eu que logo 

fese povre quogiade® 
1 am very plad you have cleared my Account with Hardass NangerS I 
would with all my heart send you some money for my expences with your but 
that I have searce 10 mu. by mee at Present, bul in short time shall, and then 

will Supply you. 

This is all wt present. Desireing still to continue our free anid Brotherly 

freiniship, So remain 





Your assured yeoll friend to Comand 
: Gro; Kxtre 
{. + + ] my Coren &ea. friends 
Idem GK 
[Endoresd] To Mr Richard Edwards 
Merchant In Cassumbaxar 





LETTER CLXXXVI. 
THOMAS PACE TO RICHARD EDWARDS. 
(0, C. 4079), 

Rallaeore, February the 2[ 1st} 1674/5. 

Mr Richard Edwards 

Loveing fremd 

I hope that by Mr Dar[ ?ley6 when] he Comes I may heare from you. 
Otherwise bwonld Give me A Sospicion that there may be Some mistake! 


—— _ as 
1. Bee the notice of Knipe (Letter OXEXVI) for his legety to this daughter who was 
named Rebecca. Sha married Robert Fox at Fort St. George om the lat September, 1602. 
@ Bui then I may have been & poor? ‘The lust word dove not sppesr in any Portuguese 
or other dictionary that | have commited. 
A. Hira Des Nagar. 
4 Moeb of the postecript is (legible ond there is no clue to the identity of the “ Cozen.” 
S The figura following the 2 w illegible... The letter ha» been calendared 22nd 
February, hut an endorsement in Richard Edwarda's hand gives the Zst Febtmary. Thies is 
tho jaat letter extant from Pace. He died shortly afterwards, 
4 ace ta the Bay om ihe 13th Feb., 1674 (Court Bowk, vol 28, p. 195). 
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betwixt Us, but hoping, I would desire You, if the Sword? be done, to Send 
it, As Also A white piece of Stuif I desired of you that may be realy, | 
woulil Also desire ta know what I must Credit you for tlince thinga I recerved 
of you. I ho[pe] you have Satisfyed Your Selfe of George Peatock that [he] 
paid me not the 20 rs? 
This is all from 
Your Loveing freind 
Tno: Pace 
[Endorsed] To Mr Richard Edwanile 
Merchant In Case[am jbozar 


LETTER CEXXAXVIT. 
JEREMY PEACHIE TO RICHARD EDWARDS. 
(Oo. C. 408%), 

[Jeremy Pearhie (or Peachey] was elected writer an the 25ih Mielober 
1672, lis serurities. gpproved an the Loth November, were “ John Peachie, 
Doctor of Physick, and Francis Eade, Apothecary.” He arrived iu India on 
the 27th June 1674, was sent to Bengul, and wos employed at Balasor and 
Hugli until] November 1676 when he was settled at the latter place. In 1677 
he was guilty of acts of irregularity. He “picked the lock” of the “ Water 
Gate” between ten and eleven al night, ~ ihe Porters haveing after 1 a Clock 
brought him the Reyes as usually,” and went off without permission, [is 
affence was the greater us he was in charge of Richard Moseley and Jubn 
Norton, who were confined in the factory for * ahuseing the Company anil their 
servants’ to Malik Zindi the native governcr, On this vecasion Peachie was 
away for 15 days “on his one business’ Three months later: in July 1647, 
during the absence of hte supericrs at Bolasor, be ailempted to ship 100 bage 
ef hie own rice on. the Company's sloop Ganges, and had he been sneces#ful, 
<unld have delayed the ship to the Company's etriment. For these and 
other “ Irregularities" he was ~ aounily checked” and “ordered to give a 
pass Acknowledgmg his faults and thal he would be more Conformabie to 
ordere in the future.” 

In 1678 Peachie, who had transeribed the Hugl: Diary wn Consullations 
tor 1677, wae sent to Kasimbazsr for a month to Iulfil-a like duty in the place 
of Thomas Collins deceased. In January 1679 he was appointed Second at 
Patna under Job Charnock. Four years later, im 168%, he was transferred to 
Malda where he succesdec Samuel Herry #5 Chief. Malia factory was die 
solved during the war with the Mnghal's forces in 1685-1697, and when the 
Curt ordered its resettlement in IGSS, they intimated their imtention {9 











The “hanger,” for which eee letter CLAXXIM, 
Q See better CLXAXXITL 


he = - 
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“imeourage faithfall Persons as Mr Peachy” whom tliey deemed euitable for 
the Chiefship. Peachie accordingly returned to Mulia and remained in favour 
until 1695 when he wus accused of extravagant expenditure. In January 
1695 he was sent to Fort St. George to have “ his charge adjusted" and was 
suspended from his office until his accounts were “cleared” fe failed to 
give a satisfactory explanation of the errora in his inctory books and his 
answer to a bill preferred against him in the Court of Admiralty was deemed 
tnsutheient. ‘Therefore, having “ misbehaved himsel£. acting contrary to the 
trust in him reposed, he was dismissed the service, but wae allowed to remain 
a3 a ireemanin Madras. In December 1700 the Court onlered his account 
to be “ state,” and a sum of £224. 15, 11 found to be dee to him was paid 
to his legal representatives in Englanil. 

Jeremy Peachie died at Fort St. George an the 16th April 1702. He was 
unmarried and he left no will, Administration of his effects wan granted to 
lis brother Samuel on the 1th March 1704, but as Inte as July i708 Samuel 
Peachie was still petitioning the Court “for what dus to hia late brotlier 
factor in the Bay.” See Court Books, vols. xxviii, xxxvi, xxxix, xl: F actory 
Records, Dacca vol, L, Afiscellancos, Ifa, Fort St. George, viii, xi, xii, 
Hugii, i, iv; Letter Book, val. viii, pp. 574, 517; Yale, Hedges’ Diary, T. 93, 
103, 142, 11, 201; Diaries of Streynsham Master, ei. Temple; FP, C. C., 
Admonz.]. 

Afugly the 51 February 1674/6 
Mr Richard Eilwards | 
Esteemed Friend 

Tn remembrance of our former acquainteance, I give you the trouble of 
these lines. Our Vosage! wag unpleasand, occalioned for want of Lime water. 
Thad pot « bot[tle] inthe [. . . J, but aboard found not [ Pany]. 

T have here with Mra Nayleor? sent back what things brought away: 4 
plates and Silver Spoone, 2 Empty Bottles and a Cover for Dishes, whieh iv 
all excep 3 Remolla? that are at the washermans, which you may Expe[e]t 
Per the Next. I forgott at my Comoeing away \o Spake to you a boat your 
washerman, but hee acknowlidgin that Hee had lost my Conte and was Willing 
to bee out offe two Rupees, it restes in your Boasome to doe mee that favour. 

Pray apquaint Mr Smith that T have ordred a luste to he made, anid 
with all conveniant Speedo Shal[?] got his Shooes made and send them) which 
ie whit offers, Save Servia ({o] Mr Vineeut and his Lady, Mr Littleton and 
his, and) Mr Marshall, with Tew reepectes fo all our friends with you, I leave 


I, From what follows, Peochie seeme to linve paid a visit \ Rasiinbassr and to have 
recently returned! to Holi. 

& Wite of John Naylor, the Company's vilk-dyer ot Kisimbazar. 

% Hind, remal, kerchiof, 





to trouble jou aaa riod with thle Beoelition, Live Tenge f. + CML Rt 
and be happ[y is the . . Bp» 








[Endorsed] Mr Richard Edwards 
Merchant In Cassumbuzar Present 








EDWARD READE TO RICHARD EDWARDS. 
(0. C, 4083). 


Hugly March 18th: 1674/6 
Mr Richard Edwards | ae | 
Esteemed friend 
L have made enquiry alout the parcell sent by Mr Heryy, and the peon 
tells mee that it wns delivered at Mirdadpore? tou peon who is of kin to Golly 
Cane? and from him hope you will have received it-ere this, 

At my goeing to Ball[neore] 1 gave you the trouble to bay mee [some 
- ] 4 beve forgot what you dish[ arsed] for mee. Pfrsy let me] know 
what it wan that T may make you salis[ fu jetion: ihe trouble it's selfe being 








Your reall friend and Servant 





[Endorsed] For Mr Richard Edwards 
Merchant In Cassumburcer 


LETTER OLX XXIX, 
HENRY CARPENTER To) RICHARD EDWARDS. 
(0.0, 4099). 
| Singee le 4th May 1676. 
Whi serves akan duplicate to my last to you, which was of the 20th 
ps manth,$ i in which acquainting you of Mr Peacock’s nearing li owe you 





1, I torbesr troubling you turshar and clos. 
A siedintper. 
A Kale Khan. Bee Loiters LXTIL, OXX. 

ba pryebvaar Borsa ‘Reade i» probably referring 40 the tambooe asked for 
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thing, and must, it seema, be putt in mind 1 circumastunecs of the Debt ere he 
pay it; I tooke this opportunity also to lett you know if, feareing my last 
might misearry as well as severall uthers formerly. 
Noe more but kind Salutes, with wishes for your health, Remaine 
At your Command 
Hesny CamPEsTer. 
[Endorsed] To Mr Richard Edwards 
Merehant In Cassumbasar 





LETTER OX. 
JOHN SMITIC TO RICHARD EDWARDS. 
(0, C. 4081). 
Hugly May 22d. 1679, 
Mr Richard Edwards 
Good freind 
Pardon mee tint 1 have not writt you Since my arrivall from the Coast. 
Tassure you want of time and oppertunity waa the onnse nt it, hewide some di- 
forences created by Mr Clavells not obeying the Agents orlers.! 

Tam resolved by next shipps for the Fort? Gol willing, anil 1 shail want 
money to wdjast with rome oreditors, whiek ther made # great crime my last 
Voyage; therefore, pray use your utmost endeavours speedily to send mee what 
you ow mee. T-wouli not presse you to it were I not much necessitated 8 now 
Tam. Therefore, I begg you will not fnile to’send: mee all, or ot the least 15 
ofr 18]00 Rs., [? a] Mr Hervey by a letter to Mr Mohin® prevented my Re- 
ceiving that debt, which hee declared would have paid, hod not that letter for- 
bid him 

[ would bee glad to here some tiews from you, Mr Head hath surprised 
mee with the suddennesse of his Cosseds goeing, soe desire you exouse hast. 


1. In December, 2674, Smith left Bulnsor without permission and qwent to Madras in 
a “country ship," ostensibly to recover debts that ho slleged to be due to him there; but 
his primary object was to lliy bis grievances before the nuthorities at Fort St George. Bir 
William Langherne and his Council found “much of private matter” in the “fends of 
“long standing in the Bay," bat Smith managed to make out a ent for hineell, He returned 
to Bens) with orders for hie reinstatement an Chiot at Dares.. ‘These orlers wore dilere- 
garded by Clavell who insisted on warting tor inetructiona from the Court of Commlttesa. 

2. Bmith’s intention to make a second voyege to Fort St George wan frosirated, 

3. Bicherd Mohan, Chief at Mavnlipsiem. 
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Pray tell Mr Cole and Mr Harding! I have brought some money for then 
from the Coast. which Ie pay to there order if theile give mee up my Receipts. 
I rest 
Your ussured freind and Servant to my ulmos! power 
Jouws Sarria. 
[Endorsed] To Mr Richard Edwarile 
Merchant In Cassambarar 


LETTER CXCL. 
GEORGE KNIPE TO RICHARD EDWAIDS. 
(OC, 4092), 
HMugly the 2ath Meey 1674 
Mr Richard Edwards 
Affectionate Friend 

Yours of the 27th ultimo is long Since [eome to] hand, which in like 
manner should have answered, if [F hear of] the Cossid’s goeing. {i may 
bee I told vou that Seram [+ pore] remaynes was but ee? LTehwulil oleo hove 
spoke [to Mr] Vineent about Cebram Banyan® bntt T musi tell] von] the 
plaine truth of it, I was troubled to the very [7 heart] (o see how things lee 
goe with mee when I le{ft Balasore] so that I did forgett it. 

T thanke [you far] the Slippers you sent mee, and shall [; = = =] therest 
send you 6 puire shoes according to your [* reqiest] asnione as coo welt them 
ready, as likewise [... .] who desired my — — —— when left Cossum- 
baxar, [tu] whome pray givé my boot doa Sallam! us ikfewiae] thot af my 
————. Cancerning wy likeing of [. . . ] truly pritty well, if could butt 
live quietly, but [? here] is anthing but heartburning unil Strife: eo Unt th[ ts 
.. » ] Eknow (if T had money), could gett: more here thon [at] Cassumbazar, 
yet would rather to take my ease and quiet fand]ly upon a Beld ef Stenw then 
to tumble and torme[nt my] selfe ou. a feather bed Strow'd with Coreestali° 

As for newes, truly though we have it sooner [than] you, yet allogeather 








a 

L. Jane Harding, elocted writer Ist November, 1671, He wee went 44 Kesinharur in 
1674, Bee Dharive of Streynsham Master, od. Temple, TE Tn. 

2. Serampur, south of Hugli, where ihe Tianes estabiiehed « factory © few tiemthe 
later. ‘Kiipe seems to mean that only 12 rupere-worth of yoods in which he ond Edwards were 

4. Silvam (Shiv Bam), @ benge of Hindu treder. 

4. Baht du'd salam, beat compliments See Lotter CLXSVUI 

& Probably an illusion to the DAnriyat ceremony at come Hindu weddings The senee 
would be ‘a feather bed strewn with young women in male aitire.” 








a vute. rea el P aa w SE SSR all, and Mr: Smith.t 
Pray reveiv{e of] Cheetormull?8 Its. fore peeece of Vhint bought of mies, 
[1] should bee vaty glad to seo you omme witli Mr V[incent] &ca, hither, 
being all ai present from 
Your ssdured Loveing [friend] to serve you 
Geo; 








Kwrrs] 

Pray in svur-next tell mee how [you] like weavers and Thro[w]sters. 
Idem GK 

[Hadorsed | To Mr Jolo Marshall Merchant Second for the honble. Compa-. 


nies Affaires In Cassumbacar with o [? perwanna }4 





LETTER. CXC. 
GEORGE KNIPE TO RICHARD EDWARDS. 
(O08. 4003). 
Hugly the 30th May 167d 

Esteemed Friend 

Yorre of the 25th Current have received. I am glad you received the 
Slippers of Mr, Greenhill, butt sory to see he had no more witt butt to lett them 
coms to the view of ull people, 

Dhave received the 4 Strings, as also to ‘more Jura que Churs sent to: ho- 
mora Jura, Tthonk you very kindly for both, and linmmora boot doa and Sal 
lam ti you | eth | b 

Tam gled your:man is arrived from Sindree.7 The prises of jrooia are [as] 
followeth, Vixt.. 

Tutansgue® rn: the [ma )unl ready money, bul fine 











}. Pending dofintke orders from the Company, the Council. at Fort St, Guarge! had 
recommended that John Smith and Jowph Mall, who had bess smsponded for imimmsnage- 
ment and ihmubordination, should bo tempormily teelored. to their posta, 

‘& Chiter Mal. 

& Probably ex allusion te Micha! Laveney (or. Lovely) and Pater Farrill, weevers, and 
Dutiel Ringer and John Oriiiih, Uirewsbess, whi all appear ty hive been sent to Kasimbesr 
aurly in 1678. Two of thom wl prveiemaly bean eoldicre See fMariee of Streymedans 
Afazter, od. ‘Temple, TL 497-498, 

4. Peon pores, om crilet, vificial litter, Kuipe’s letier to Edwards seems to have been 
worliend wiih an ofticlal document to Joho Marahall 

& Edward Groenlill, 2 ''Freemaa” of Masilipstam, Sea Divriza of Streynsham Mater, 

G ‘This peregraph elvalidl rm —'T have recetyed the 4 strings, a2 also tumderi fore 27 
hurl (your wife's bracelets) sunt be Aomher! for (oy wife), I thunk you very kindly for 
oth, edd Aeemarree fot "ay nell (any bnwh conmmplisminetta), 4 

7, Binghiys, See Letter OLIV. 

& Twrrnayga, opelter, 
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Tinn OH : 
Copper 6: 
pepper In: 


Sandal) wood 24 Rupees the muund. 

Per thie boat I have sent you 55 pesces of lead. weighing the weight 60 
myunds, 13 Sear, which desire you to putt of assoone as possible (it cost me B 
ru; the maund), that is, in trufe]k for Sugar of the Coursest sort, to be bere 
in Hugly [hy the middle of October. Good freind, I desire you friefudly to] 
dispose [. . .a]esoone [aa possi ]ble [? may bJee for I [? shull require] the 
Sugar here in the begining of November, as also( in cnse you cannot pall it eff, 
pray take up ao-much money at Interest as the lead cost mes and Send it downe 
in Sugar, ani I will readily pay it. Pray write me the price of the Sugar per 
next; the Sooner you gett the Sugar the better. 

Tt your man comes downe I shall see te get what goods and what quantity 
you desire, but for [.. —.] concerned im good truth this yeare hath almost 
bro[kejn my back, therefore cannot medille with it, being all at present from 

Tour reall fiend and Servant 
Gros Keire, 
[Pro jy doe what yuo com i disposal [ot m ly Coven 8m yi hs! Chank.@ 
Id 0 K. 
[Aly] Service ta Mir Vincent, My Marshall [:.. .. ] &ea in = ita ti 
The Oharges of F] the boat hence towarile you is “6 Ra. [. 
[Ou reverse] There is in the [ ? boat] 4 peeces Sale eluth sai 2 ae for Mr [E. 
Lijttleton. 
Assoome na the Co] ssid retu]rnes thether, pray send [... 
[Endorsed] To Mr Richard Mdwards 
Merchant In Cassambazur 





LETTER (XCEL 
GEORGE KNIPE TO RICHARD EDWARDS. 
(O.C. 4107), 
Hugly the 29th August 1[675] 
Mr Richard Edwards. | 
Loveing friend 
Yours of tht 26th Current is come to hand [wherein T] see Sheak 
atchees ie-faine from hia bergoin{e, and] heveing no remedy to nuke him per- 
fixme [P the same], T desire and order you to aell the lead for what yofu P can 








L Smith may be the "cozen” mentions by Enipe in Letiar CLAXXAV, but the term 


eoly Implied mtimmcy. 
2 SoA, conchshell. 


3, Shiekh Haji. 
26. 
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get] and Invest the moty mth Styrar assoone as peosilily yf can], for tine 
yriwa nearfe],) and T should have it downe here [by the] begining. of Novem- 
ber; therefore pray be Speedy [in what] you doe. Be pure to put up the Sugar 
in eqoull proportions ], that t.2 mde 13.2. inn bag, and that it be well put up 
in [¥ strong] Guany.* 

For wy wing, the Canary corel mee-6 ru., the [.. +] m Mares, and the 
Rhenieh 5) ru. Lf you eafn get] more for it, pray sell it oo, but not ander. 

Yor my remember in one of my: i/ormer | jattera I write to you to receive 
af Cheetermill [8 os.]? for a pevce of Chint he had of mee, 

Nothing else at present, hopeing to be with you by the end of next month 
for 2 or 3 daies, remayne 

Your ready friend 
Gro: Kanre 
If you or Mr Vincent. desires to have any Copper or Tutanague, it is very cheap 
[ here: Copper] at 34 and Tutanague at 27 ru, the maund. 
Idem GE 
[,...] boot doa and Sallam to [. . . ] Sugar is good [F] price Lam [. . 
ecntented. : 
[Endorsed] To Mr Richard Edwarile 
Merchant Tn Osseambugar 





LETTER CXCLY. 
TENRY CARPENTER TO RICHARD EDWARDS. 
* (OC, 4108), 
Hugty te 30th August 167, 





[| Mr Richard] Edwardes 
[ Keteeme jd Friend 
Sir, These are to desive you per first to send, if can with Oonveniency, 
the 2 pair Breeches strings, and ii not already dene, to give order about the 
Relt 1 desired § [? the] which T would, if possible, be possessor off ore my Lea- 
yeing this place. Pray let the Peeter® he at least 2 fingers brad and about 2 
and half eoveds long,7 and the peece for atrappe about the same lenght and half 
as brond. 
1. The Gene atthe wrttoal ot the Chadinany's altipa frou) Bnropa 
2 Hind geri, sotking. 
& ‘The amewnd la given in Letter OXCHI. 
5 The letter comtaming the request for wreew articles does not exist. 
6 


: By “ Peeter the writer eeema to mean belting, something skin to the modern waist 
weobing known a« Petersham. 
7%. Aboot 2 yin long, A coved (oovedo) wus 18-27 in, 






a: ™ 
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Pray ploaso, if ube had, with the other things (o send lull a pesos of red 
site stuif for Valens! for curtains, Tis for a saul Cannapy, soe thot « anal 
inatter of iL will be suffitient.. Perhapps you may have « Remnant by you. 

Sir, what account afler procnzy of these things shall be between us, shall 
ihofuTkefully fallow your ordera, wither in paying it here to whim yuu. ahall 
uppormt, or in procureing any thing you aboll desvre in Ballasore, whether gup- 


LS" 
_ a 


pose am shortly goemg, whem your commands shall always be wos well-- 


come [to] Sir 
Your hilly obleiged Friel and Servasil 
Li any by you, send me |...) Collobatty gold? tor [. ~~ J 
Idem HC 





[On reverse] ]''[be inclosed pray 


sliver (o Mr Naler. 


[Endorsed] To My Richard Edwards 





LETTER OXCV. 
EDMUND BUGDEN Ti) RICHARD EDWARDS. 

(0, C. 4112), | 
| [Ballasore: 13th September 1075) 
A litle after Mr Paces death! I received for him two ewords,? «ent 1 
enppose Ly you; therefore proy sent mee wonl how acronnte eiimd witli hin, 
being 1am an Overseer® anil makeing up his accounts, which wilbe very 
Aitipult to finish, if those in the Bay with whome he huth dealoings dont 

help mee, being all his busines since Cetober last are in. loose papers. 


Proy sond my Wife hir song books sou borrowed at Hugly, and tell mee. 
what ie hevome Of my Nimebaes.? Tf you want muy thing here T ean help 


you to, write, and it ahall he sent you by | 
| Your sesured fren! to cornmanil 
Foursn Gooner 
Thin material for valance ibupery}, | | 
Kalitinthar, (wistid pold and «ilk thredd. See Letior CXTI, 


F 


‘Bite uf these wae probably the “hanger mentioned in Lever CLES STL | 
6. By “overseer”* ie meant. a perwo formerly appsinind by 4 testator to eupervise of 


a ea 
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_ -Ubth September: 1075 | 
[Sadorsed) To Mr Richard Edwards 
Merchant In Cassambazar 








SAMTEL BULLIVANT TO RICHARD EDWARDS. 
(0, ©, 4113). | 
| Singee: 20 September 17[5] 
Mr Richard Edwards | 
Keapected Freind 
[ have not of late [seritten] to you, not having any thing material [ but] 
suppose (not hearing from you) my [?musk] i us yot uneold.t I have ins 
tentions to sfend] itto England: ‘These are therefore if Preapet , 
+ » «] home T now wrile about jt, | 
‘ly [service] to Mr Vincent, Mr Marshall, partionlarly Mr Littleton 
and his Lady, and pray desire] Mr Littleton, if thom few bottles of minfe], 
so loug wince promised to send: bee in [his] lisnds; thal hee would forward 
them to [me] by the primo oppartunity of boutes. 
Not [else sjaro kind respects to your selfe and subscribe: 
Your re[al freind] to aferve you] 
Sama: Doairvayr: 


"® * a a 


[Enidorseil] For Mr Richard Edwanis 
Merehon! [a Casein diuear 





LETTER CXOCVIL 
EDMUND BUGDEN TO RICHARD. EDWARDS: 
(0. 0.4124), et 
| Ballarore: 2 November 1616 
Mr Richard Edwards | 7 
Rewpected freind 
Yours pf the 22th past month received with your aecoun! of Mr Paces, 
for which have credited you $57, 10. and he in his account makes you 
Debtor ST ru,. w there will be due to him 21 ri Ga His account of yout 
being debited to hint is at the hottom of the letter ooncerning the Rosewater 
remaining in your hands; do not doubt hut you will da him what tight may 
be. 





lL Soe Letter CLXXXIL 
































My Wite OE ‘Seartily hese remembrance of hir- ‘The 
hooke! is. received. Concerning tlie Nimohues,? T Ieave the Price to you; 
‘Never any ald under 11 r. Per peice; seme hath been for 2r. The Musk 
shalbe dellivered Mr Carpenter as per oriler. 

At Present buve not elee to advise, but 
shall Procure, and tell you that I remain 
Your assured fremd and servant 
Epwesp Boepex 
ACE: neighb[o}ur, s[ejnd me [ Phefore the ships goe] 10 or 20 fine Pattana 





= 

















1675/4 Richard Edwards = Dr Cr. 
kr @ >. 
Tan: Int To Ballasore account (16. 4 Per 1 bale-sugar received of 
» To short cha es Mr Byam 9 4 
aecount arrank 10. = 
[Septen ber 8.10 severally bought 
for you at times 4(). - 
Rs 66 4 
To Mr Richard Kadwards 
Merchant In Cassambagar 
LETTER CXCVITI. 
TIAS VINCENT TO RICHARD EDWARDS. 
(O, ©. 4126). 


Cassambazar 6 November 1675 

Mr Richard Edwards 

Respected Good Friend 

I hope this will meet you fier all rouble past im the way up, safely 
arrived in Pattana, where I desire you to make your abodo ns short ae the 
“businease I have desired you to Perlorme will suffer you, If, when you come 
dawn (it being a quick Oolauck* you are upon}, you could ly short of 
ia Sil shout midnight, Liaveing well rested your men on purpose be- 
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fore hand, eo that you might by? the Shaubns? between that and three in 
the morning, you would be sooner bere and avoid 4 preat deal of trouble there, 
the Dutch Patelloes* you left there bemg not cleered to thia day. I leave it 
te you, well knowing you nse not fo come short in-any things of this nature. 
Pray remember me kindly to Mi Bullyvant, and tell Stephen Gwyilym 


he need not have nl Mr Ballyrant to have cused his Europe letters, it being - 


against my principles (though not agninet Mr Holle? to stop or intercept 


letters. [am the willinger to lei him know this, linving seen « letter of his 


to Mr Cole, whereby he seemes to be 4 well enclined youth und possibly may 
be only mistaken in moe, and not so grounded as the Gent® he lived with-in 
(ant hy whoee monageing [ojf hifm) be was removed from) Ballasore.? 

T wish you much better liewlth aud remaine, as you may pssure your 
self you shall allwaies find m4, maugre whataver you have been bused in 
the war to the Contrary 

Your affectionate and very teall Friend 
Marrs: Vixcext 
[Eudorsed] ‘To Mr Richard Edwards 
Merchant Present In Pattana 
[Also endarsead by Richard Edwards] from Mr Vincent, received in Pattans 
November 17: 16, dated November a. 





LETTER CXCTX. 
GEORGE WHITE TO RICHATD EDWARDS. 
fo. C. dat. 
Hallasore December 8 [1675] 
Mr Richard Edwards 
Worthy and trnely Respected Praia 


1 have b(oth your] kind letters of the 17 and 26-past, with the specified 


Pfarticulers] from Mr Bugdes. For your care and kindnesa in [the pro- 
vileion thereoi I give you my due thanks and) am very [eerry] you were not 
eorresponidently Sere’ in those things [you] recommended tu me, the blame 


“ Glin!" ar "phe anolerred seein Lip he omitted, 





2 

3 Hind, stedug, petrol, eatehmnn. 

4 A terge Wot-bottomed boat, patele, uned foe the tremors of asliputre from Paine 

& Stephon Gwilliam See Letter SOLX | 

6 Enclosed with his own. 

7. Joseph Ball, who wae violently utiagoniaiie to Vineenb. 

6. The sense seems to bo, has not so mach grounds for hie enepicion of me as of the 
Gent, &e 
bably Hall. 


ri 








whereof I hope you will not in the least impute to me, in Reguard I was ue- 
evesitated to imploy a second hand th{erein, my] indispensable Occasions not 
permitting mfe to-go] in Person to Metchlepatam,! whieh, however, 1 
ebofuld Lave] thought needless, euch was my confidefnee tn) Mr Preemane 
Freindship2 and truely Fam [loth] yet to Entertaine any other Opinion of 
Lim], bui for both yours aud my better satisfaction shaf ll} diseourse him 
atout it when God pleases ty Arivfe] me at (he Coast, whether Tam now 
Lound [in the] English shipps* 

I am very much Rejoye'd to understand [your] hopes af A speedy cam 
qoeure of your Inte funliappy] imbroyle aul wish it Perfectly accomplish'd 
[fond buried] in Oblivion, And here I might very (yppertafnely offer} you 
my freindly Advice \v apply thie Unhappy aefwident] aa o caveat? to secure 
you from further adventuring on euch Faninent hazards. But I suppose "te 
[Snow] unnecessary to use any Arguments, for eail [experience] teaches the 
burnt Chylde to dread the fire. 

T tale Ht ae» great Evidence of your Frefindship] that you are pleases! 
jo disclose. your thoughts with so [much] feelome to mie, ayil 
(hough 1 dare searse ad[venture] to offer you my «dvice in a conserne of such 
Import: yet I may not omitt to give you my sense) of i gud tell you that 
1 can by noe meunes enooursge you to desert your imploy im hopes to hetter 
your eelfe by turning Freeman, for hesides that wee who pass ondefr] thfat) 
Appel Tlition are now soo numerous that our Services are héco[me] eheape and 
onntemptihle, the tride iy alleooe generally eve decay’ and deed tet the play 
je souree worth the Cand[le], nor know J now any Voyage efo ]nsidernbly 
benififeial] except that of Persia, which I think allsog has pase the mert- 
dian aod id declining, ond on shoare, ander the jurisdiction of a Chiefe, T 
cuppose you cannot w[ell] imaginine [aio] any probabillity of an advantageo[u+] 
getIcment when out of the line of communication, sin[ee] EF belerve you find 
it Hfficult Enough now you are within the Paile of the Church. Wpon 
the matter, therefore, tis my Opinion that you thinke nol of alltering your #ta- 
tion where, faljthough you may not yet [uve] uttain’d what is both your 
due und desert, Yet I canno[t] dowbt bot your Abillityes will be taken natiee 
nf to your Speedy preferment, whiel I heartily wish you, with ‘all presperons 
snodeas in your proceedings, . 

3. The dene endl the Lapa! Subject commanded by Captain ‘Zackury Browne and 
Captain William Goodlad. 

4. Warning. ene. | 

5 White was trading in India without the Company's mancticm. See Letice XXIV, 

A satirical reference to the Company's service 
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Mr Clavell beeing husily Jmploy'd, T have Adilresay| my oelfe to Mr 
‘oto Smith for more Perfect notices of your conserne with Mr Langston,! and 
have from him Received an Tuvoves of all sent up for account of himaelfe, 
you and Mr Bogden But as to youre in Partinular, it gives me noe more 
light than your former Advies, However, T will again endeavour all T 
possibly ean for Revovery of what due-toyou and advise you of the euceess by 
(le first from Metollepetam, till hen L take my leave, Kindly Suluteing yon 
onl resting, Sir 


Your affectionate Freim! and Servant 
Geo ; Warr] 
T shall demon! your 8 Thipees of Mr Preemns. 
[Endorsed] To Mr Binhor) Mitwards 
Merchant Tn Casaam bes 


JOHS SAYLOR TH RICHARD EDWARDS. 
(O. 0. 4152), 


[Ata Court of Crmmittees held on the [8th November, 1070, John Naylor, 

who was born ¢. 1640, sgveud to serve the Dopipany as a aflk-dyer for fnur years 
fa aslary af £90 per annum, port of which was to he paid in England sri 
the restin Tndia. (hn reacting Madras, he was sent on to Bengal in the Semp- 
‘rm, i August, 1671, with “one he recommenda” viz. Richard Moseley who 
had come to Indiv aaa salilior: Nuylor’s eipubilities in bis trade di not ap- 
pear. to have been grevt, In Augast 1672 Matthias Vineont reported that he 

‘onty dyes blacks.” und two years later (Vebrunry 1674) the Couneil at Mugli 
found that " (missione in. dying stuff" were due to Naylor's “ negligence,” anit 
they informed the Court Hat he * does nuit pretend to dye colours and hus beet 
ory unnuceessin! in tat, ay Lue heen put to > bas work.” In reply, the Cone 
orderod that, since he wus “ noe artist,” heshould be disminsed. Tn the: ga 
ing yeur (December 1070) ihe oriera wert repeated, and the Cotneil at Hugi 
whe directed to send the dyer who was found “ wnfitt for that worke he want 
out for” either to Biwlan! or to Fort St, George, 

Meanwhile, however, Naylor seems to have become more proficient { in his enll- 
ing. He ind married wil hod settled down in Rengal, and when Streynshan Max 
tor pan vivit of inspection to Kasimbasar in October 1676, he. petitioned that, 
«ince he had served the Company two yenrs longer than his “Contracted: time” 








i. Gee Letter CXLV, 





CORRESPONDENCE OF RICHARD EDWARDS—IV. 109 


anil wae now “married andl hath kis family here with him" he might have the 
whole of his salary paid to him in Indin, The request wae thought reasonable 
sul was granted “sow long as leshall behave himself well in his imployment.” 
Tn LOT}, and again in 1076, Naylor wus called wy (o give eviilence regard- 
ing changes brought against his Chief at Kesimbazar, In Awrust 1673 he. 
with George Knipe and Tichardl Moseley, declared] Matthias Vineen! muocent 
af cnasing the death of Raghu the Company's podidar or onshkeeper, who wns 
sald to have died after a flogging olmiaistered by Vineent’s orders, and in 
Qiotoher L676, when Stroyneham Master was eodddeling an enquiry into the 
inwident, Navinr repeated his evidence. In the zame month, stuce he had been 
resident at Kasinibarar “all Mr Vineents lime except the first three weeles, 
le waa called upon to eupport or refute ibe charge that the Cliiefs house was eo 
resort of papists. Again his evidence wavin Vincent's favour Finally, when 
Vincent brought a counter charge against Joseph Hall. who had been aapersing 
him to the Court at home Naylor deposed (hat Hall iad admitted his wiah to 
defraud the Company but had been trustrated in hie design by Vincent, 


In 1678 Naylor and his wife went ia Hugll taking with them their ‘son 
Thomas. who wae to go to England in the Socrety, together with Edwani Little- 
ton’s woung deugliter, for their “ Education auil Instruction.” Tn 1680 Nay- 
lor petitioned the Company to be confirmed “ Ohief Dyer,” but the a re- 
plied (Tanuury 1651) that, though lie wae" the eldest’ dyer, iliere wna ' 
precedency in that trade and he oan have ny other preferment” nor be per- 
mitted to “send prohibited woods beyond whet allowed” Naylor had alreaily 
been carrying wa private trade, and oo the Court's refisal to promnte him, he 
threw in his lot with the interlapors.” Te wag, in consequence: al by 
Agent William Hedges and setit (@ Balasor to embark on the homeward hound 
ships in 1683. He munaged to esoupe and returned to Kasimbazar as agent for 
the private traders, In March 1684 he was “ clapt into prison” by the native 
governor of the town and only procure: his release by a heavy fine. Shorily 
after, he was murdered while acting a+ supercargo of'n eloop belonging to John 
Davies, ove of the “ tnetrlopers.” 


There i4 no mention of Mrs Naylor after 1690, but im November 1688, Elew- 
nor Naylor, probably her daughter, was married to Fohn Pounsstt at Fort St. 
George. Ot Joka Naylor's parentage nothing hus been ascertained. The only 
person mentioned in connection with him in England ts Elizabeth Short to 
whom part of hie salary during the first few years of his service under the Com- 
pany seems to lisve been allocated: See Cour! Books, vols. xxvii, xxix. 3ExU; 
Letter Books, vols ¥ and vi; Factory Records, Tugtt, vols. iv and y, Kasimbazar, 
vol. i, Feet. St. George; vol. xvi, Miscellaneous, vol. iiin; Diaries of Streqgnsham 
Master, ed. Temple; Anderson, Nnglish Intercourse with Siam, p, 268. 
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Cassambazar the 24th December 167 | 
Mr Richard Edwards 
Estemed Friend 


Since the receaveing of yours, could not have any opportunity of write- 
ing to you till now.. All your damilyes aa [ecc) well, bogth att home and abroad, 
I have, been to see yours alroad eeavrull times and alwayes m health? We hove 
expected you heare for seuvrall dayes and om- sorry that you loose the winter 
heare, but supesw you have se much pleasure theire? as you could have heare, I 
have not more alt preeent but subseribe 

Your very Loveing friend and servant to comand 
foun Navion 
Mre Vinoent ia brought in heed of a boy. 
Dicke? desires to hee remembred to you. 
Pray preven! my humble service to Mr Bullifsunt, 
Idem J: WN: 
[Endorsed] ‘To Mr Richard Edwards 
alerchant In Pattanay [or] elewhere 


i, “Fhhe ewores to refer 4o a native eetsblinhment kept op by Edwarde. 
2 In Fotma See Letter CXCVITL 

A This wee Vincent's second pon. ‘he Orst was born lo 16TL 

4. Bichurd ‘Trenchfield, wriler, who will be noticed later. 


(To be continued.) 


Che House -of Fagatseth. 


(Courmerp py Late Ma, J, H. Lerria, 2a. 
Henduaster of the Nawab Baladur's Unstitution, Murehidabad, Bengal. 


INTRODUCTION. 
“This waa once a hotee of trade—o centre of busy interests, 
The throng of merchants was here—the quick pulse of pain.” 
Lamb. 

The visitor to Mursliidabad, aye the author of the bes! guide-bonk ta its 
antiquities, ix generally coulent with seeing the Palace; the Jafhragan] ce- 
metery, where the Nawabs of Bengal from the tome of Mir Jafar lie buried ; 
the Katra Mosjid, (ouletning (he tomb of Murshid Kuli Khan, the founder of 
Murshidahad; the Great Guo which baz gradually been rnised trom ihe erownd 
hy a pepul tree ip the eourse of its growth; tle Mobarik Manzil, where the East 
india Company once dispensed justice but which is now a garden. house of the 
Nawab Bahadur of Murahidabal; Moti Jhee!, the Lake of Pearls; anil the 
Khoshbagh cemetery, where Alivardi Khon and Siraj-ud-daula were burieJ. 
Some visitors, however, proceed northwards along the main read of Murshida- 
liad to Jafiragan) where they ore shown the house which was once the residence 
of Mir Jaffar and (he place within ite enelousre where, tradition nsserts, Siraj- 
ud-danla met his death, If the visitor were to proceed a short distance further 
he would wotice on tld lett 9 dilspitatel gateway. Four roails branel from this 
gautewny like the sticks of a fim pal it seeme thot all the frequenters of these 
‘unis are wending their way to ils common point, When they seach rt, how- 
aver, they all pase by. 

Front (le gateway o path leads down to tle river Whagirathi dividing into 
hwo ports a pieoe of land of considerable extent, For the most part thie is 
covered with jengle but im o clearing there ie « Iuilding In « tolerable state of 
repr. The front of the building te covered with porcelain tiles evidently of 
Dutch manufecture, and, no Joult, the frurt of some forgotten burgarn with 
the factors of the Dutch settlement at Cossimbazar, Ina petting of conals and 
wiodmills we find on the tiles erenes trom the Old and New Testaments. Cain 
fe killing Abel; Moses is on the Sfonnt with the two tables of stone; Rahah 
is letting the two spies down from thie walle of Jericho: David fs leading hie 
sheep to pasture; the ravens bring food to Elijah; the children mock Elijah; 
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Jezebel has been thrown from the window and the dogs are leaping at ber 
throut; we see the Baptisin in the Jordan, the Woman al the Well of Samaria, 
tho Prodigal Son taking his foud from the trough and St. Peter denying his 
Master, With Ulese svene: in our niinds we look inside the luilling und owe 
eyes fall on a rath or car, on which the idols are carriod on the day of dngan- 
nith «nd in the innermost shrine 4 priest is worshipping the god lo whom 
the building has been dedicated: for this is a temple of Vishnu, 

A. Hindu temple adorned with stories from the Bible is not the only eon- 
trast presented to (he mind in this place, Cloge lie is o small reservoir in the 
milidle of which « fountain once played, This and ihe moun eurnidnding i, 
we are tolil, ones formed part of a stately hall. Farther away tea rime builid- 
ing these walls are cloeely embrared hy the myriad stems of a banyan tres 
Tiis wae once the ropositery of watold wealth. To another plaice some wath 
are pointed ottf.ne the romaine n/m rhint, UM ether pluces tales are tad af 
hounds of hidden tressare woitme to eorich the man who oun find the secret 
place #ltere 1 lies buried, 

Here once lived the Jagat Sethe—the Ralhachilds of Inilly, The path lend- 
ing own tn the river wag onee a fine cond Hanked with-sevun-gates and lined 
with tho dwellings of pepoys who winrded theie wealthy meester, This pli of: 
growad now covered with jingle and bore of komen habitation was once-a busy 
live of 4,000 peoply, The mound wes opee o pilase—the Sliulineshin op Seat 
of the Emperor—worthy to teteive the Nawnah Nowim of Bengal wd Lord Chive 
when (lier chime together tu consult Taget Seth, Olive wos thinking of (he men 
whe once lived here when he anid “The erty nt Afieadavad is as extensive, 
populons, and rieh, os the city of London; with this difference thet there aro 
individuals in the first powsessing infinitely greater property than any of the 
Tint eite “; ond Burke, when bw refered to bonkers in Tuli who noe vied ju 
eupitnl with the Bank of Englatdl hud in his mind the hetee of Jagat eth 
“ Aa the Ganges pours ifs water into the sea by o hundred moths,” writes ao 
Tengal) poel, “ an wealtli lowed inte the treasury of the Baths.” 

The history of thie hiwse ly the theme of the following pages. Tt hus 
been gathered from the Bengal records af the: East Tndin Company, from the 
writings of Indian historiens, Irom the few documents remaining int (he posses- 
sion of tho howd of the hawe—ole-eurvivors of the destruction wrought hy 
fowl god earthyoske—, uni from traditions handed dow; in the family: We 
ehall relate how Hiranand Sabo transplanted the family from its liome in Taj- 
putane to Patna: how his sm Manik Chand, established it fired at Dacca and 
then at Murshidabad and how ander him and his successor the housa beowme 
great in Bengal and powerful at Delhi. We shall see low il this ‘period, when 
the semi-regal Nawuhs ef Bengal were at the height of their power, the ban- 
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—— Se 
kers of Murshidabad came into connection with the English merchants at Cal- 
cutta whose relationa with the Government were frequently strained on account 
of the Nawab's attempts to extort money from them, At such times as these 
we shal] find Jagat Seth acting as mediator between the English and the Nawab 
and we shall note the fnct that wherens the officials of the Government, high 
wd low, always ready (as Poohboh would have said) to be insulted with a con- 
piderabln bribe, the Sethe of Murshidubud never demanded money from the 
English as the price of the services they rendered them. Then will follow the 
(he events that led to the batile of Plassey and the rise of the British dominion 
in Bengal. It will appear from the narrative that the Koglish would never 
hare accomplished all they did without the-aid of Jagat Seth and that his alli- 
aneo with them was not tamted with the greed of men like Omichanil nor with 
the chicanery and treachery of oihers. The troubled years 1760-1765, «hen 
Lord Clive was absent from India, will next engage our attention. The events 
of these years and the conduct of (he Company's servants have been condemne! 
by historians and at the time they were viewed with disapproval by the Direc- 
tors of the Company. (ne fiet, however, should not be forgotten, These men 
dil not pretend to be the rulers of the country responsible for the welfare of its 
inhnbitanta. They were merchunts, pursuing the ideals of merchants. Their 
first aim was to further the interests of the Company whose servants they were, 
and their second aim was to make their own fortunes by means of the system uf 
private trade which was aanctioned by the Company and which at this time. 
presented greater opportunities than ever for the uequisition of wealth, “The 
general idea at this time entertained by the servants of the Company,” says 
Scration, “ was, that the battle of Plassey did only restore us to the same situa- 
tion we were In before the capture of Culeulta: the Subah was conceived to be 
as independent as ever, and the English returned into their commercial charac- 
ter, with no other alleration in their funetion, than s full indemnification for 
their losses, and a small wequisition of territory, which it was thought might de- 
fray the military expenses ol their garrisons, grown too burthensome to be sup- 
ported by their trade alone: if the forces were to take the field in aupport of the 
Subal), it-waa to be at his expense, These were the mutual conditions.”! Ip 
considering the blessings which have dowed to Bengal from the baitle of Plas- 
sev the conduct of the Company's servants during thease years of transition will 
fade inte insignificance and we shall rather direct our attention to the long line 
of Governors and officials who from the (ime of Warren Hastings to the present 
day had, and have, the welfare of the people ever before them, who— 
Beneath the further stars 
Bear the greater burilen : 








1, Observations on Mr, Vansittart's Narrative by Lol Scrafian (1766) p. 2. 
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Set to eerve the lands they rale, 

(Save he serve no man nisy rule) 

Serve and love the londe they rule; 
Seeking praise nor guerdon. 

Tt will be seen thot op te this point our story will be intimately connected 
with the history of Benga) the course of which the Sethe did mach to shape. 
Tt cannot be aaid that this history in an inspiring subject af study but, ai lewet, 
HW compares favourably with the contemporary history of the Emperors at 
Delhi. Tho time was ont of joint. We shall note one short period luring 
which, ncoonting to Indian historians, the Government was blessed by the peo- 
ple itruled anid we shall sev that the Jagat Seth.of (he time was largely respon- 
ethle for this good government. In military affairs we hall allude to one pal- 
lant retreat brilliantly carried out lo a successful jesuo, Tut, in general, the 
reader must not expect a picture of a benevolent government and contented aub- 
jects, of chivalrous #oliliers anil a Joyal people or the story of great cuuses an! 
high ideals, He may rather expect, aa Clive wrote to the first British historimn 
of Bengal,” fighting. tricks, chieanery, titrigues, politics ond the Lord knows 
we fiat 

The concluding portion ef the book haa to deal with a period of devline, 
When the sveptre passed from the line of Mir Jafar power and wealth departed 
from the house af Jogat Seth, The streams of wealth to which the Bengali 
port refers ceased to How into their treasury. Hut the transfer of the seat af 
4iovernment from Murshidabad to Caleutta would not have beon ao disastrous 
to Jagat Seth had nob other circumstances combined to render it eo. An in- 
ability or disinclination of the head of the house to adapt himself to the new 
conditions aided by extravagance and « series of disasters, dissipated the im- 
iwense hoorda of former Jagat Seth, Bot we shall not have to recond the total 
downfall of the henae. Tlere is still a Jagei Seth at Morshidalad. THe does 
riot ponsess the coloesal wealth of some of his predecessors but the goddess Lak- 
shmi hae not entirely refused ber favours. Te does not ceenpy the high posi- 
tion among the nobility of Bengal that was held by Jagat Seth Mahtab Rai 
but he is still regarded as the hen of the Oswal community ( ta which all the 
Jagat Seths have belonged. Tis title hae been officially n ed by the 
British Government and it ie in common wee monger. hi countryinon and the 
Hritish Government has permitted him to add the words “ Jagat Seth " to his 
name for the purposes of official and social intercourse. 
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TRAN AND SAMO asp SETH MANIK CHAND., 
1, 

The Marwarie of Rajpatana ocoupy an eminent position among the mer- 
cuntile community of Indio, For centuries past members of this race live lefi 
their homes in Marwer and spread themselves throughout Lodia eo that there 
are fow ports of (he country where some of them may not be found engaged in 
business as bankers, traders, or moner-lendere. At the beginning of the 12th 
eoutury i wae dstimated that nine-tenths of the banker and eommercial men 
of India were natives of Marwar! Their euceess in business has become pro- 
verhial “he three tufted ones,” (Marwaris) save the Hindustani proverb, 
“the ood-foeed ones, (Harepeans) atid the carine plant cannot live without in- 
oreaxting.” 2 Nor has the acquisition of wealth hardenel them hearta to the 
ory of the poor and afflicnted. They have acquired an honourable hatinetion 
for their liberality in contributing towards works of publie utility anid in rele- 
ving ‘the distress of thive among wham they haveomade their lomess 

About the middle of the 17th ceulury—or move precisely, om the Jrd Jay 
of the new moon of the month of Baisakh in the year 1709 Sanrvut, (1652 A.D.)' 
when Shah Jehan was Emperor of Hinlostin, Mirman Sabo? an inbabitent! 
of Nagar in Marwar belonging to the Geilarhu family of the (rihe of Uswals, 
urged by the hereditary spirit of enlerprise characteristic of his race, left the 
place of his birth and settled in Patna, 

Patna was, at this time, a place of considernble trade, and many merchants 
anit bankers had their dwellings within its walls, The arrival of Mrranand 
Saho at Patna was nlmost contemporaneotis with the ¢stablishment of an 
English factory there, When Bridgeman and lia companions lefi Balasore 
in 1652 to establish a factory at Hugli up the Ganges and open op the trade of 
Bengal (o the English Company they were directed fo invest at lenat half their 
stock tn the purelinse of saltpetre which could be best nbiained! from Patna. A 
subordinate factory at Patna soon followed with on outstation ot Singhva on 





i. Tod's * Rajnsthan” (Calcutta reprint, 1808) Vol. if. p, 885, 
= Siz Heres Risley, “The Peoples of India (1908), p. 145. 
lary, © bommunity, alweye foremost when sash is the goal." Hon, PL C, 
‘tats he, A August 24, 1913, Sir Rivhard ‘Temple, “Mew and Beenie uf My 
‘Time in Indio ** (1865), p. 420. 
ipplied by the presettt heal of the family. In the conversion of Sanrvat dites 
aming an Appenilix to the Journal of the Asistic Society Park the Secomf, 
Table xiv (Calcwtta 1835) han been tacl. 
‘ 5. Saho, (Hind Sah and Sahu) whith we find iy the Feylieh records written "saw" tx 
““ shaw," means & morchont or banker—Holeon Jolson (1905), p. S16. 
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the saltpetre grounds. Hefore long the trade with Patna lecame so lucrative 
to the Company that their agent af Hugli was ordered to keep the saltpetre men 
consiantly employed so 23 to lave a stock always ready for shipment.6 On 
more than one occasion the Conpany's servants at this factory had recourse tt 
ihe descendants of Hiranund Subo for loans to enable them to carry on their 
trade, 

No particulars hove been handed down to ua of Hiranand Sabho's life at 
Paina, It will probably be enfe to assert that he followed his calling ae a ban- 
ker with bility and anecess aw! became in course of time a man of influence 
in his adopted eity. He worshipped the Jain gods and followed the precepta of 
the sarred writings of the Jains, Tn the event of a birth, marriage or death in 
his howeholl Bralimans from Rajpuiana presided at the appropriate ceremony 
ond cook cerenony was conlucted according to the customs and rites handed 
down among the Uswals from ancient times. We cannot say whether he was 
recognised by the Uiwals os their heyil but it is certain that his descenilants at 
Murshidabad received, and atill recerve to this day, that distinction, 

Hirwnand Sabo died ou the 4th day of the full moon of the month of Magh 
in the year 1708 Samvat (1711 A.D.)7 Te had seven sons whose names have 
been handed down and one daughter! who married a son of Rai Uday Chand 
of Henares. The sone followed their father’s profession und established bank- 
ing houses in different parteof India. Six of them have fallen into almoai total 
obseutity but the eldest. Manik Chand, who proceeded to Daera, probably at 
the time when Prince Azimu-sh-shan, grandson of the Emperor Aurangzeb, 
woe Viceroy of Bengal, wos destined to become the first of the Sethe of Murslii- 
Jihad amd te start that family on the career which made ite name faneus 
thronghont the length and breadth of Hindustan. 

=. 

Daces had irresistible attractions to a man who, like Manik Chand: wished 
to establish a banking business. It was then the capital of Bengal. The Nazim 
or Governor, the Diwan, whose authority waa co-ordinate with rather than su- 
bordinate to that of the Nazim with oll their offcera and retainers, resided 
there, But in addition to this the situation of Dacra qualified if in an 
eminent degree te Leoome a greatemporium of trade. The rivers of Bengal 
were the highways of commerce, [+t was calculated that thef*vor-borne trade 





6. Wilson, "Early Annals of the English in Bengal.” Vol. 1. pp. 25, 25, 3, 86. 
‘ From a note supplied by the present head of the family. 
& Ohoe, “ Medern History of the Indian Chiefs, ete.” gibi head hate 
ae [thon Bai, 
9 Stewart, “ History off Bengal," (1813), p. 332. 
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of Bengal hep| in cunstant employment 30,000 bootmen!? und Darco had direet 
ommmonioation with all the branches of this Inland navigation. Tte musline 
aul woven stulfs werd of suel fineness anil beauty that they were eagerly sought 
after in Kurope while the cotton from which they were manufactured was pro- 
duced within the province, The English Company established a factory 
there in 166812 ond the Freneli and Dutel) had similar establishmente. 

The Nowim, Prince Azvimu-sh-shan, did not disdain to compete with the 
merchants in their race for wealth hut before doing so he framed the rules in 
anol amanner that lia condescension should not go unrewarded. As a begin- 
net he conceded himself # generous siarl, Up toa certain atage the trade was 
ls be strictly exclusive (Sauda-i-Khos). His agents were to be stationed at all 
the porte and buy up on his behalf the cargoes of all the ships that arrived, 
‘Then the common merchants were to join in the trade (Sauda-i-Am). They 
could ecute to him and buy wll the goods they requiredt3 When the Emperor 
heard of the proceedings nf his grandson le declared that this aristocratic me- 
thol of trading wae aristocratic madness! end public oppression and struck 
oft 500 horse from the Prince's millitary rank. Soon after thie incident and 
perliape in consequence of it, He Emperor appointed Kartalah Klian—a strong 
mun whe had done good service in other parts of the-empire—to the office of 
Diwon of Bengal and bestowed on him the tile of Murshid Kuli Khon.9 This 
slop owas to be of great moment to the fortunes af Manik Chand, 

Murshid Kuli Khon lecame Diwan in 1701 and wae responsible for the 
financial administration of the provinie, The task called forth all his powers. 
Tw the times'of his predecessors in office large tracts of Crown lands had beon 


granted os Jagire!® to niilitary and civil officers and over these jagira the Diwan. 


hail no control. The revenue was insufficient to provide for the expenses of the 
government! and the pay of the soldiers so that other provinces of the Empire 
had to make yood the deficiency in the revenues of Bengal. Murshid Kali 
Khan's resolute measures, sanctioned heforehand by the Emperor, soon effeeted 





0. Reimiil, Memer of a Map of Hindostan, », 355. “ Probably some custake must have 
decorted in the calculation, ad there are dertuinly at prosnt much nearer ten times that nom- 
ber. Harnilten, Gesgraphicsl, Statistical and Historical Description of Hindostan.“ Vol. 1. 
p. 36. 

I. Rennell, Meqnir of a Map of Hindoaan, p, 61 

12: Witton, Far Annals of the Eogiah in Bengal, Voi: T. 46. 
td. Hizaxa-s-Salatin (English translation by Maulvi Abdus Balam) pp. 5%, aT. 

14. Punning on the word '‘sanda ' which in Persian meany both “ trade" and " madness.” 
Riyaen-«-Salatin, Transiavor's Note, p. B47, 

15. Slewart, History of Bengal, p. 362 Riyaxrs-Salatin, Translators Note, p 209. His 
original name wos Mirza Hadi, First he received the title of Kurialab Khan, then that of 
Murshid Kuli Khan and lastly that of Mutamnan-al- Mulk Alanwd-danlsh Jafar Khan Nasiri Nasir 
dang. The — writers af the 18th century weually call him JaMfer Khan. 

th A rygaasignment of land and of ite rent as acmmity '' Hobeon Johann” p_ 446, 
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Annala, Vol 1. p. 247), Osi Sunn 14th, 1708 the Diwan was an hie isda 



























eumplete Psy With, a sor ite the jagire: ware reremed an the 
jegirdars: were granted lind in Urissa im (Meir slead. Retrenchmente ware 
malt in the expenditure and the assessment and collection of the revenue were 
carried out under his vipilant supervision. In «a ehort time Murshid Kuli 
Khan was able ty send the Enope me & krur of rupees as the revonue of Bengal. 


But Morshid Kuli Khan had roused op powerful enemies: The courtiers 
and favourites whise interests hai guifcred inflamed the mind of Printe Aginit- 
eh-shan againel him ‘Nor was this diffioult, The Prince had felt the stron 
hand of the Diwon. Tle found thut his oontrel over the reven te waa linsited «a 
what hit position ae Naziny entitled him? The rewards which Murshid Kuli 
Khun reesived from the Kimperor filled him with envy anil jealousy, A plot 
wos formed to sasimainate the Diwan and though this was tinenccessfal Murshid 
Kali Khon thought it prudent to remove from Dacea. “After moh delibera- 
tion ond eonsultution, he frre ou the excellent site of Makheosabnd A where ewe 
of all the four quartersof the Subah could be easily procurstile, and whieli, like 
the pupil of thu eye, was silusle in (he centre of the important planes of the 
Sutwh. "Wt Mprshit Huli Khun settled at Mokhvusabad probably at the end 
uf 1702 or begining of 170828 


No record remuins of the doings of Manik Chand during the progress nf 
these events, His banking house was sitaated on the riverside not far from 
the long walls which enolosed the Lalhagh—the fort and palace nf the Vieerny.20 
Perhaps even at this early period be wus the Gorernment honker and treasurer. 
Perhaps Murshid Kuli Khaw hod ulready found out the value of his aries unl 
had consulted hin in the financial reforms be had institnted and the removal of 
the Diwani to Murshidabad. Hut this is conjecture, What ls certain is that when 





Wy the. Dinar. wae oliliged to rcumply with all written orders for. rooney From that eficnr 
for the sarviee of government. Stewart, History of Bengal, p, 

Wd Riyaru-«-Ralatin | (Reglish tesitilution) pp. 247-250. Atewart, History of Bengal, pp. 

18. miesai aye THER wikis wean 1k Siewart seema to be correct, Accordmg ta 
the Riyant-e-Salatio (p, 252) after Murshid Kuli Khan hed been at Marshidaliad for p year he 
started for the Imperial camp hich was at that tine | the Deccan. ‘The English records woder 
date March 27th, 17M, epealt of the " Dunn's Company " and Thicea as If they were two eeparule 
Yieces and the word " company" enmme b) Linply that: the Diwan ong travulling (Wiliam, 












through which he would pase on his way back from ibe Deccan (Wilaasi, Agpals, V 
Tt sppears then that Munhid Kuli Khan aterted for ihe Deccan some « 
ZTth, 1704 : | 
am “A Paocme of the ity of Desa” tn te Palace Uikeary i Mirnhidaed give 
the wite of the “Dacca Branch Banking Home of Jugget Beth. te «2s ne doubt, 29 
sieumed shove, the origina) howe ratablished by Manik Chand. It pes romouted that a 
large achount of treasnre was buried under the house but when an ex4eigiice was madly only 
pa pease Based ora ‘The “ Pasoramn je not dated, Thm, printed aid Hthe 
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Murshid Kali Khan with all dhe officials of the Diwuni left Daves tor Murshi- 





dabai Manik Chand accompanied hiny and settled at Mohimapore on the banks 


ef the Bhagirathi loss than hwo miley from the palace of Marshid Kuli Khon, 
The-present head wf the family, the nmth ini deseent from Manik Chand. still 


tesidles at Molimapore no! far from the miins of the home af lis ancestors, 


‘The historians who liave dealt with the times of Murshid Kuli Khon seldom 
By 7t newessary ty refer ty the fortunes of Manik Clianil at Murshidabwi. The 
Riyacu-s-salutin. makee a slight, perplesmg and inaccurate allnsian to the 
family, Modern writers have « tendency (a aecribe to Manik Chand from tie 
very first the eminent position which he undoubtedly orcupied before his death 
in F7I4_ Bat there are indications that Manik Chaod's prowth in -wealll anil in- 
Huence was, ne might naturally be excepted, » gradual process and comeided 
with the riage in fortune of Mupehid Kuli Khan, 

At the ent of the first year’s administration of the finances of Bengal at 
Morshitiobad Murshid Kali Khun went to the Deecan to give the Eniporor je 
aqconnt of hie stewardship. The Emperor loaded him with favours and sent 
hin Took to Tengal as Deputy Nozim ti the Prince as well oy Diwnw iy the pro. 
rinces of Fengal and Oriesa Tt wae at this time (hat Murshid Kuli Khan 
changed the name of the rity of Mokeusibad to Murshiduhed. Te aleo im- 
prowed the city and by establishing the niin) there vleprived Dacea af ite last 
lan to be considered the capital of Bengal and traneferredl the title tw Mur- 
olufedentmed 21 

Visitors to the ancient home ef the Seths-at Mohimapore ore sliown the 
niths of (He old Murshidahad mint. Bul the absolute contril of the Bellis over 
the mint seema to have come at-n latter date und though its establishment at 
Mijpehidabad “was rendered. eaay by the coniman of specie posse) by (he 
banker "22 Manik Chand does not uppear tu have had, ut this period, the super- 
intendence and mankgement in lis own bends, Tradition says (nt the frat 
mint was situated in the Killa Nizwmat near the placo where the Imambara 
gow stand’ and the ghat going down to the river is gtil] known ga the Mint 
fihatS 

The Consultations of the President ond Comicil of Caleutin shed some light 
on this point, The English had mints of their own in the other two presiden- 
vies bot notin Beigel (ne ef the elnef requeste in the petition presented to 
the Emperor Farruksivar by the Surman embassy wae for permission to hare 
their bullion ooined inte rupees int the Murehidahad mint “without let or mo- 





el. Riyarv-eSaletin, pp, 264, 255. 
2 Himbee’s Stwtldticn) Account of Dengal, Vol. ix, p. 253.. 
2% The anther le indebted for thi infurmetion to Khondkar Fasi Robber. Khan Behs- 


_ dur, Diwad to the Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad. 
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lestation. "2 Dut while Sorin wit ot Delhi they tried through Saniuel Peake, 
the whief of the factory at Casimbarar, to come ta an arrangement with Mur- 
slid Kuli Klan When Weoke and his Council visited Murshid Kuli Khan in 
August 1715 they were received civilly and * wpon their demanding the freedom 
of the Mint and that they might coin siccnes He told thew they sould.” The 
promise was not fulfilled, In March 1716 Murshid Kuli Khon " bod started 
from hia Bargain and when he began to harses ther tende ol Caossimbazar it 
was found neceseary to accommodate matters, Feake thauglit that Re. 25,000 
would “aake-up the business ” of whieh Nawab Jafar Khan jas Murahtd Kuli 
Khon was generally called at this time) was to have Re. 15,000, lite Diwun, 
Ekram Khan Rs, 5.000 and “ the Mutteuddies 2 Rogonundun Droga® ui the 
Mint, ete, Rs, 6,000," 

For months the payment of {hese sume was evaded and then; in May 1717, 
eunie the news from Delhi that a farmpn lia) been obtained fram Farrukhsiyar 
granting, among other things, the use of (bemint at Murshidabad: The Pre- 
silent ond QCouneil met and resolved we follows:—“ It heing necessary to make 
anme Publick Rejoyeing upon the Advice Wo liave-received from Mr, Surman 
and thot all the Country moar imow Our Phirmauns are wetualle ju Mi Sur- 
inan's Possession, Agreed That peat Wednesday We make p Public Dinnor 
for all the Company Servant anil a loind Noise with Cur Cannon end oon- 
elude the dog with Banfires and other Denisustrations of Iny which we know 
will be taken notice of in the Waecka and other publick Nows Papers” Their 
jer owe premature On Tule Ist they aent 20 cheste of trenwute lio he commed at 
Murshidabad but Feake could not get an order for the mint " heenise Mpffer- 
enun's?? Chief Muttsndds, Rupeonsindum seenis to be in a dying Condition 
wnit ill he recovers or is doad they connot tell who to apply themselves to.’ Tr 
He en) they visite! the Newab and showed him a copy uf the farman. The 
Nawnh took it, rend it ond then bluntly refused them tho use of the mint.28 

[t is evidet! they that wp to 1717 Ruggoonundum was ike darogha or. 
we we ehould sqy, Muster of the Mint@ and if, apart from husinese relations, 
the bunkers of Murshidabsil had any connextion with the Mint the English at 
Cassimbaznr were nol aware of it. Tt wae probably after the dewth of Raggo- 
nitndum that the mint woe tronaferrad to the horse of the Sethe 

Aurungzeb dint in 1707 and # contewt arnee between his sone for the throne: 


Wiles’ Esily Arial of tha English | lm Bengal, Vol I, Purt 2, pe 61 
Aweniitrioin ta. 
Darogtin. 
datnr Phas. 
Wilton’» Barty Anmaie of tho English im Bengal. Vol. TT. Part 1, gp. 225, S28, 255, 
a, ote #46, TEt, 25. Fa, Fe 
2 Hobson fobeon, p. oat. 


yRaeee 


THE HOUSE OF JAGATSETH. 121 





Prince Asimu-sh-shan had for some years made Patna the hearquarters of his 
goverument and now he left that city to goto the belp of his father, Aurung- 
zeh's eldest.son, who became Emperor with the title of Bahadur Sliah. The ac- 
cession of an Emperor was « time of great anxiety fo all provincial governors 
and officials for they could not fee! secure nntil they had been confirmed in 
office by the new Emperor, <A family tradition states, and there is nothing im- 
probable in the statement, that Manik Chand helped Murshid Kuli Khan to 
purchase his confirmation in office after the death of Aurungzeb. In 1713 Far- 
rukliziyar made Murshid Kuli Khan Governor ae well as Diwan of Bengal and 
(irissa and shortly afterwards Behar was adiled. 

Murshid Kuli Khan was the most able and the most successful of all the 
Muhammadan rulers of Bengal, He preserved order throughout the provinces 
with an army of 2,000 cavalry ond 4,000 infantry. So strict was hein the 
ailministration of justice that he i9 said to have put his own son to death for 
au infringement of the law. “The nomes of freebooters, nighi-maranders and 
assassins were blotted owt from the annals of the Dengal satrapy, and the 
dwellers, both of towns and villages, lived in perfect peace and comfort,” He 
remitted to the Emperor at Delhi an annual tribute of from one kror thirty lace 
to-one kror fifty luca but bis nhuman treatment of zamindars and others who 
failed in their payments, is eaid to have male him detested throughout the pro- 
vince. Tie was certainly detested hy the English whom he hurt where mer- 
chants are niost sensitive—their pockets 

The payments of the xamindare and other collectors of the revenue were 
made into the bankmg house of Mantk Chand and it was through him that the 
anuual tribute wus remitted to Delhi, During the government of Murshid Kuli 
Khan the treasure was conteyed to Delhi in waggons in charge of an armed es- 
cori. Obviously when times were troublous, there was a great risk that the con- 
voy would not reach ita destination, Azimu-sh-shan seized the tribute in 1707 
when the war between the sons of Aurungzeb broke out. Again, in IT12, when 
there was a similar fight for the succession, it was captured hy Faorrukhsiyars! 
and in 1720 it was delayed for a long time at Patna owing to a revolt at Allaha- 
bad22 All these dangers were avoided when Manik Chand (according to 
ibe family tradition) but ‘more probably hie successor, remitted the tribute by 
means of drafts drawn by him on the family firm at Delhi. 





2). Riyaro-eSaladin, pp. 257, 259, 262, 278 Stewart, History of Bengal, pp. 370, 372. 
Holwell, “‘Toteresting Historical Evende” (1766), p. 52 
31. Seir-ul-Mutagherin (1789), Vol. 1, pp. 6. 50. 
= William Irvins, The Later Mughals, in the Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, 
1958, pp, $12, Si. 
ne | 
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Tt would have been strange if the wealthiest Indian banker and merchant 
of hits time had had no dealings with the grest Company of English merchants 
in Bengal and so one is not surprised to find in the Consultations of the Council 
at Caleutta references to Manik Chani) and to his sister's son, Fateh Chand, 
whom, having no children of his-own, Manik Chand adopted, and made his heir. 
The fret connection of Manik Clond with the Fnglish of which there is any 
record oceurred in 1706 and line reference to the Company's trade-in Bengal. 

By letters patent of former viceroys und farmans of Anrungzeb the English 
‘laimed the night of trading in Bengal, free af customs, subject to an annual 
payment of Rts. 3,000, In actual practice during the early years of the 18th 
century they were the victims of endlese exactions from al) the officers of the 
fovernmment high and low. If they did not poy thet trade was stoppel. A 
favourite method of extortion wag to atop the eultpetre bonts on their way down 
the river from Patna. This was a serioug matter, for the Directors were de- 
manding large quantities of aaltpetre in all their letters from England, So the 
usual order given by the Council was “ Clear the boats at any price.” On one 
occasion they had to pay Ts. 14,000 to Prince Parrukhaiyar whe had. stopped 
the boats ot Rajmahal, In 1704 the Governor of Yugli and his subordinate 
officers down fo the munahi33 fifteen m number, wer given presenta of Euro- 
pean goods, and thea three of them threatened to obstruct the trade unless their 
presents were augmented by Ts. 1,100 in cash, Murahid Kuli Khan's terms 
were Re. 30,000 for « sanad 3 granting the Company freedom to trade without 
hindrance. The Company were willing to give Ts, 90,000 but Murshid Kui 
Khon would aot lower his terme. “Woe have received advice from Mannick 
Ghund " rang the Consultation dated July 18th, 1706," that the King’s Diwan 
has ordered his naib55 at Patna to permit our business to pace as formerly also 
that he will give his sonad for our free trade in Dengal npen paying him pis- 
canbe? of Ths, 80,000." At length, in January 1707 William Bugden was cent 
to re-establish the factory at Casetmbazur and took the money for the sauad 
with hiw which he was authorised to pay az soon as the document wns in his 
hands. Before this happened the death of Aurungzeb threw everything inte 
confusion and Dopden was ordered back to Calcutta with the money.2 
“& Wie wiotiag >) | 6 7. 

4, A diploma, patent, or deed of grant by the goverment of an office, privilege er 
nght Hobsou Jobson, p. 871. 

2 Masnih Chand. 

3 Depmty, 

TT. Peaheuh, to the ol English recorde this word je most generally uned In ibe senne 
of a present to a great man. Hobeon Joheon, p, 701. 

33 Wilson, Early Annale of the English in Bengal, Vol, 1. pp. 222, 254, 53, 250, 
265, 266, 260. 274,-277-250, 37, 
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In spite of the payment of large sums of tnoney in 1708 Murshid Kuli 
Khan renewed hia demands in 171L Robert Hedges, Chief of the factory at 
(Cassimbaser, informed the Council that the Diwan “ will come to no terms an- 
der Its. 45,000 for the Prince anid Its. 15,000 for the King under which sume 
he will by tie means grant us kis Sunnad.” In sddition “some thousand of 
Kupees os contingent charges to several officers" would be necessary. These 
tlemands made the Council. desperate. (in July 20th they ordered Hedges ta 
injorm Murshid Kuli Khan that if be would not grant them a sanad for 
Rs, J0,000-and in addition help them to chtain a farman from the Fimpercr 
they would abandon the factory at Caszimbezar, stop all Mughal ehips fom 
passing Fort Willinm and sequaint the Emperor low their trade was being im- 
peded. (in the 6th August they reiterated their onters to Hedges declaring 
“that ifthe Doan will not comply we are resolved (o turn our faves to fortune.” 
Acweek later Fateh Chand, Manik Chand’s nephew appeared on the srene.. The 
Vouneil divect Wedges not to trouble obout baying goods of Cassembazar na, 
seeing no other way out of their troubles, they have made an orrangement with 
“ Pattichondsaw®? an Emment Merchant being now with we and offermg te pro- 
vide our whole Investment now onlered at Cassimbazar for an allownnre of 6} 
por cent. he standing to ‘all bad debta at the Aurungs?? and our goods to be 
delivered here m Caleutta, Tt heing en lite in the Year we judge this to be 
the best and only method that appenrs te secure these goods for our home- 
ward bound Shipping.” On August 21st the Conneil received a letter from 
Hedges upproving of whot they hed done anid adding * that be could not have 
hought gooda himself at Cassimbazar, for, if any merchant had sxpplied the 
English, he certainly would have been punished by the Duan, who still con- 
itunes obstinate about the Sunnud.” Soon the 23rn] August the agreement 
with Fateh Chand Sah for the goods from Cnsstmbarop wis drawn wp and 
signed. In October, when Hedges lind lowed ol! his bouts and was about te 
abandon the factory at Cassimbaxzar, Murshid Kuli Khon beeame more tenton- 
able. THe offered to give'a annad passing all the Company's business free i 
the provinces of Bengal, Behar and Orissa and to procure a farman from the 
Emperor for Rs, 30,000 cash down on receipt of the sanad and o note for 
Re. 22,500 to be paid on receipt of the farman, The Council met and agreed 
“ thot ince the Duan's interest is very great ot Court, -..-. - - We imme- 
diately write to Mr, Hedges, ete. at Cassimbazar to comply with him on the 
foregoing Terms all (be Honble. Compos: effecta having to paces through his 








9. Fatahchand Raha. 
4). 4 place where goods are momufactored, a depot fr quch goods, Hobeca Jckeon, p. 40. 
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Jurmdiction who undoubtedly will impede Them very muoh if we don’t agree 
with drim,"41 

Iy 1712 we cateh 4 glimpse of Manik Chand and Fateh Chand in full dhur- 
bar at Marshidabed. The times were critical The Ensperor Bahadur Sliah 
was deal ond his four suns were fighting for the throne. Murshid Kali Khan 
had recognised Aiimy-sh-shan as Emperor. He had coined money in his name 
and caused the prayer for his prosperity to be read in the moaque when he 
attended public worship. Then a report, which was perfectly true, came to 
Murshidnbod that Avimu-sh-shan hud been defeated and alain in battle, Mur- 
shid Kulj Khon saw elearly that it was essential to keep the provinces quiet 
until be had made hia position secure. He deciled not only to suppress bul 
ala to contradict the rumour, No one in Murahidabad was in a better pot 
tion to obtain reliable news thon Manik Chand and Fateh Chand. There tan be 
uo doubt that they had informed Murshid Kuli Khan of the true atute of 
affairs hut he resolved to announce that they had brought him the news of 
Azitnu-sb-shan’s sireess and to bestow marks of honour upon them for the 
welcome tidings, “The Duan,” wrote Mr, Hedges from Cassimbaxar,” to 
make the report of Mulimud Azeems*? being King to be credited; hue Presented 
Monickehand with an Elephant ond Seerpaw’? and Phuttechund with a horse 
und Seerpaw, Anil Declares if any Person Shall Presume to Say he did not 
beliewe Mahmud Azeem was King, he Should Suffer death and lave his House 
Plondered, which Declaration ia Yet a Terror to the Merchanta that they dare 
not dislove the Contents of their Private Letters.’ In the evening Heilges 
paid Murshid Kuli Khon a viait, They talked for two hours “ mostly of war 
and battles And on his going wway .. ... he bid him rest Satisfied that all 
things will be well. Take Care af Your Factory and gu in Peare.” But hie 
would not wecept Hedges’ congratulatory present, nor would he aay that be had 
heard any news at all “ for Monikehunds mouth must spread all the Lyea he 
would have reparied.’"44 

To appreciate the danger and difficulty of Murshid Kali KWan’s ‘porition 
ut this crisis we kave anly to read the steps taken by the English at Caleutts 
ii the samo time. When the news of the Emperor's death wns received the 
Council passed the following resolution: —*“ Considering the great Confusions 
in] Troubles that may arise in Bengal during the Inter Regnum, Agreed that 
we Crider all our Officers of this Garrison to be constantly in a Readiness, and 








: _ ————— 
4, Wilson, Early Annala of the English in Bengal, Vol. f, pp. 295, 995, 299, Vol. IF, 
Part 1, pp, 18:21, 23, 22, 20 
#2 Muhammad Azimu-ah-Shan. 
© Sera-pa, « complete sit, preseoied ad 4 Khilut or drees of honour, by the soverriign 
Gr his tepresentative. Hobson Jobson, p: 808, . 
M. Wilson, Early Annals of thé English in Bengal, Vol. TI, Part 1, pp. 45, 47, 43. 
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io See that all onder them be ready, And that Ammunition be put into the 
proper places, tliat are for that purpose ou all Bastions, And that we keep an 
Kxtraordinary lookout, And that the Gunner mount the Mortars, And some great 
(inns be place! on the Curtains, Also that the Buxie™ lay in good Store of 
all surts of grnin, and Provisions; As for the soliliera we have now about 200 
besides Officers, amongst which are about 140 stont Europeans, which with the 
Company's Servants aud Freemen of thie Place And the trunroome: Crew, 
We think will on any Occasion be sufficient to Defend thie Garrison,”"™ 


The Consultations also prove thai the Company's servants, or af least one 
of them, had private transactions with Manik Chand, A Mr. Josiah Chitty, the 
Company's paymaster and storekeeper in 1710, wae found gwilty of musap- 
propriating the Company's ¢ush and divmiseed the service, Hut thie waa not 
all. (bhitty had contracted large debte with Indian merchants and although 
by February 1712, he had made good the money belonging to the Company he 
could not leave for England until he had satisfied his creditora. In February 
1713 he made over to (he Council « bend for 13,804 pagodas due to him from a 
merchant at Madras, for the payment of his creditors, In May he sold his 
jewels which realised Re. 22,61] while his debts at that Gime amounted ta 
its. 68,130. The Consultations relate how Chitty wea, at length, allowed to 
lénve for Englend *' Bernsreseat informing us thet Monickvhundsaw and the 
other Creditors of Mr. Josiah Chitty ure willing to let him go for England upon 
his paying Re. 7,000 to Monickehund and he the said Bernurseseat*’ engaging 
himself to endemnify the Company from the olamour of Monickohund and Mr. 
Ohittys other Creditors in case they or any of them coniplain to the Government 
and pretend that the debts he ows them is due from the Company We do agree 
thatan order bu given to Captam Winter to receive Mr Chitty a Passenger on 
his ship the * King William " to England.” Lt is evident that Manik Chand was 
a person of importance and one whose complaints would be attended to by the 





a “In the sacly daye of the Council of Fors William we find the (ith Bures applied 
a Eoropean Oivil Officer, through whom payments were made,""—Hebeon Jobson, p. 14. 


45. Wilson, Early Annals of the English in Bengal, Vol. Tl, Part 2, p 44. 


47. Versnasi Gett (Wilson), These Setes of Calenttea bave been confused with the Bethe 
of Mnenhidahed by the Rev. J. Long in hie “' Selections fram Unpublished Records of Covern- 
mend —p. 2 (mote) and elsewhere, Fou families of Bysacks and one of Bette left Saigaon 
in the widdle of the 16th century, founded the settlement of Govindpar on the site of the 
present Fort William and established ihe Sutannii market on the north of Calcutta where 
whey did busines with the Portuguese. Many yoara after they cume into coosection with 
the Enwlinh, Viaranoe] Sett was the Company's broker, the mos’ important of theit Indian servante 
(Wilaon's Early Annals, eto., Vol. 1. pp. 128, E57, 199, 200), 
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Government. As soon we Le ia aatistied Chitty may go. The claime of the 
other merchants had not been fully satisfied as late aa 171643 


4. 

As Manik Uband became the most famous of the sons of Hirnuand Saho he 
ie usually placed fitet when tlley ure enumerated but itis net eortain that le 
was the eldeataf them, The rwinimining six seus were Golabchand, Nanakehand, 
Ameechand, Sadunend, Gobordhaudsd, ond Dipehand.@ They do not uppear 
in the pages of historians. The only memory of them handed down in the fa- 
wily is thut they founded luuking houses in various parts of northern India and 
the transactions of thesn banks, have. for the moet part, perished with the hooks 
in which they werw recorded. Tut the reoorde of ont-great dompany of mer- 
chanis—the East India Cotipany—are stil) carefully preeerve! and frim that 
source it i¢ established that Sadananid settled at Delhi and there had transactions 
with Kwajah Sarkhad, the Armenian, who accompanied Joly Surtian an the 
famous embassy despatched by the Company to the Kmperar Farrukhetyar io 
1y24, Yhese traneat! inns were, years afterwards, lo cause trouble between the 
Company and Sadanand’a son, Lalji, ae will be recorded.in itedue piace.® 

The Surman embassy travelled through «ome of the principal cities «f 
northern India and made » long stay at Delhi and we have-a record of thei 
uidney transactions In oll tye: places. If, we wue no Gowbt the ease, the sons 
ot Hirmand Sahn had banking establishments of note in these ities 1¢ would 
probably have lioppened thot the Embusse come into cantuct with them. 
A atudy of the Diory, Consultations pnd Letters of the members of the embiassy 
reveals the following faots. 

To furnish the embassy with money the President and Council at Calontta 
gave Surman letters of credit addressed apparently to two bankers at Delhi 
named Lalvihari and Jngalprasad, These letters of credit, however, proved 
useless. “ Wa have met with nothing hu! denials,” ther write on July 20th 
1715, “ Lollbehary refusing to let us have any money bul on very unreasonable 
oouditions, the other Joogurpursand remains in Agra... . we have wrote 
to him but with little hopes of Success We liope your Honour ete. a's fire! let- 
tere will remedy this disappointment.”"@ Fresh letters of credit were accord- 
ingly sent and the embassy appears to have obtained maney from the factors of 
Gololchund Saw giving bills of exchange drawn on the President and Coun- 
«i! at Coleutta for om Oetober Oh they informed the Council that Gololehund 


a. Wilson, Early Annals of the Engtich in Benaal, Vol Tl, Part:1, pp.. 16, 40, 106, 132, 
160) 241, 

7% Note wopplied by the present bead of the family. 

Si Page 140. 
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Saws arent was complaining that dhe Council had accented the bills but mot 
paid them® They had no farther oceusion to borrow mimey till April Oth 
1717. Un that date they gave a bill of exohange drawn on the President and 
Conncil for Rs. 25,000 “peguble 70 daye after date to Sawbiparry or Crder 
being for value received here from Murlidar Bawsein Deouuny Kay Factors t 
Kistoray Kissenchund." The embassy, then, first berrewed from the factors 
of Gololchundsaw and next of Kissoray Kissenchnimd. 

On July Sth they draw two bills on the Company—oue for Bs, 12.00 and 
tlie ather for Re. 15,000—tor vale received at Delhi from the factory of Ki-- 
soray Kissenchand and write two letters to the Couniil informing them of the 
transactions But in their next Jettor5$ dated Jnly 19(h, written fru Bara- 
gulah after thelr departure from Delhi, they state " We wrote your Honour ete. 
the Tih June. : . .~. we also wrote your Honour ete., to letters of the Sth 
lustant, to accompany two Lille of Exehange, one for 13,000 and one for 12,000 
Siceas then drawn, payable to Sawtiparry for the talme received here from 
(Gulolehvudeaw's fuetors.” Tt follows, therefore, that either n mistake has been 
mode in this letter or the ambuseadore could say iat they Led borroweil of 
(He factors of Gelolelrandsaw or the factors of Kissoray KRissenchund mdifferent- 
ly, that these were in fact the kame persons and represented the aun frm. The 
hills certainly came into the hands of Gololehand who sold then: to the bins 
of Manik Chand. Gololehind himself came to sce the ambassadors at Patna 
and sompluined that the bille had heen subjected ton discount of two per cent 
and teyested them th Ghtain w statement Erm: Manik Chund’s foetary at Cal- 
cite * importing that they have reesived (he Bill in full as if was drawn 

Apdin, the ambessadore informed the Counce!) that they Lod appointed a 
certain Mittersein to he the English agent at Delhi md had left six months’ pay 
for him in the lands of Golochundsaw’s factors to whom all jetters for Mittersem 
were to ‘be nddressed5? while f thelr Consultation om the matter they agread 
“that Mr. John Surman pay 000 rupees to Murlidar Bawsein Decannyrays 
Factory with onters to pay Mittersein 100 ropees por month Thot is they 
iesolved to pay the money to Kiskorsy Wissen eliundl’s factors ond then imfor- 





52: Thid, p. V5. 

5a, Thid, Lowers xxxv and atrvi, p, 208, 

55 Thid, Laver aaxvil, p 213. 

56, Wilson, Early Annals af the Englial (vn Beogal, Vol iL Fart 2 p. SM. The words 
al the letter sce“ He (Golotchundeaw) desires Your Bonour, ete 4» take » writing from bis 
Factory there to Gololchandeaw’s bere importing, etc “Hie” apperrntly refers to Manik 
Chand amd “they “ to the people at Moni Chants fartory. 

57, Thid, [?- 26. 

38 Thid, p. St8. 
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med the Cooneil tires were = it itn the hands af the footers of Galol- 
clundsam, 

At Agro the ambassadors obtain money from Kissoray Kissevchiund him- 
self, at Korh Jehonabad from bis faotore while their letter to the Couneil 
from the same place is delivered to Golololiuwnd's factors to be forwaried® and 
+ lime carmel is left with the same factors fo be wold. At Ailahiohad they again 
obtam money from Kissoray Rissenchund’s factors6? At Benures they bad no 
nmoney tranuss¢tions.& 

From the foregoing facts there emerges into tangible form the existence 
of a great banking firm with its headquarters at Patna under Gololchund, its 
principal branch at Agra under Rissoray Kissenchund anil other branches at 
Kornh Jehanabad and Allahabad and no doubt at other places which the am- 
iwdalores lid not visit. 

When we aeek to conneet this banking Louse with the house al Murahida- 
had a difficulty presents itself: Gololebund. or Gtulalohand as the name would 
be tranalilerated now, waa not ane of the anna oJ Hirauund Sahe, It may be, 
however, that a mistake has been made and that we ought to read Gulabohand 
tho wes a brother of Manik Chand. Gulp] is & very rare, if nol an entirely on- 
known name for an Todian while Gulab ie a fairly common name. It ooours 
iyruin os the of one of Manik Chand’s dearendanta. In foet most Indians 
would naturally be inclined to read Gulab instead of Gulal anles they looked 
at the name ¢arefolly. Curiously enough, in the feeaimiles of the manuscript 
given in Dr. Wilsan's book © the b's might ensily be mistakon for L's and it 
wiigh! be eupposed that w mistuke lind been made in bronserihing the name, A 
reference, however, to the manuscript at the India Office m London proves thal 
thie 1e nol the case. But no doubt the original documents in ihe handwriting 
of Hugh Barker, the Secretary to the embassy, were kept at Caleutta and copies 
sentto London. A copyist whoee b's and I's ure almoat alike might easily have 
made the mistake of writing Golol for Golob.. The English at this time were 
vury rareless and cocentric in spelling Indian names. 

Then it has been seen that ibe first Delhi bankers to whom the members of 
the embassy were given letters of credit refused to have dealings with them. In 
wich a difficulty the President and Council would aatarally have turned to the 


Thid, p. 204. 

ibid, p. 227. 

Phid. p. 23H. 

Thid, p. 281. 

thid, p. 2k 
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head of the house at Murshidahed who was known to have great influence ‘at 
Delhi and the latter-would just ux naturally have recommended his brother's 
firm to them in whieh he had, no doubt, a financial interest. 

Aguin ove of the trataactions of the embassy with “ Gololehandsaw " is 
linked up with Manik Chand's fantory at Caleutta and thoeagh Manik- Chant 
Liniself was dead at this time there ix eyidenve to prove tliat for some years 
after hie deuth the Murshilabad Louse was atill known ss Manik- (hand's 
liouse.5 

Mittersein, the name of the man who was appointed to watch over the in- 
terests of the Company in all the three presidencies at Delhi and wlio wus to be 
pald through the ageiey of “ Gololohimd's” factors, is tronsliternted by Dr. 
Wilson-as Mittra Sen. Now Itai Mittra Sen woe on eliléer brother of Yatoh 
Chand, tle adopted! son of Manik Chand, and woe killed in the massacre of the 
pwople at Delhi which waz carried oat by the order of Nudir Sholi in J720,66 

Lastly it must be borne in mini) that ny new discovery hae been made jn 
the essential fact, That Manik Chand and his brothers established bunking 
liouses throughout northern Dndin is one of tle troiitions preserved in the 
Fatnily to this day, What is new is the attempt tw prove that theae banking 
linuses wore actually endowed with“ locul habitation and: name" and what 
lv presented for the first time ita glimpse of them actually enguged in the trans- 
mation of their lwainess: 

5. 

The Consulfations of the Cowucil al Coleutin vontyin no reference to Manik 
Chand afler the settlement of Mr, Chitte’s debts. Manik Chand was near bis 
end but before lis death lie received o mirk of hooour from the Emperor Far- 
tikhsiyar. 

The Emperor Farrukhsivar had resitod at Murshidebol during the Iife- 
time of his grandfather, Baliadur Sieh, Hoe had lived on terns of friendships 
with Murshid Kuli Khan? and must have bocome acquainted with the Nawab's 
thief adviser ant his adopted san, Fateh Chand. There may have been finan- 
cio) relations between the future Emperor.and Manik Chand at this time but, if 
so, no record remaina of them. Everts, however, soon ovcourril which placed 
Furrukhsiyar under heavy pecuniary obligations to the bankers of Murshide- 
Inal_ 

At the death of Bahadur Shah Murshid Kuli Khan recoguised Azimu-shi- 
‘lun, Farruklisivar’s futher, as Emperor but wheu (hat prince wae slain in bat- 
tle he made his peace with bis competitor for empire, Jahandur Shah, refused 


5s Thure js ao lustance of thie as lotw ae ihe year TES = See page 
66 Ghree, " Modarn History af the Indivw (hinf Rojas, pte." Part IT, p, 457 
67. Stewart. “ History of Bengal," p. 354, 
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tn taba up the cause of Farrukhsiyar aod hinted that it would be ailyisahle for 
him to leuve Murshidabad. Farrukhsiyar with his liousehold und a few ottens 
dants proceeded to Patna and threw himself mm the protection of Syed Huesin 
Ali Khon whom Mis father had made Governor of Bebar. After o strigyie 
between self-interest and gratitude Husain Ali Khan promised Parrukhsiyar 
his aid and aleo enlisted in the prince's service his brother Syed Abdullah Khan, 
the Governor of Allshabad.6? These two Syed brothers play a great part in 
ilie history of the next eight years. 





Gratitude was a eomewhat rare virtue in thoge days in India and if Parruk-_ 


lusiyar had trusted oily to the sixpport of those who had received benefits from 
his father he would never have herome Emperor, But an Imperial Prince who 
wee a goud paynuster could always be wure that hosts of soldier: of fortune 
would Hock to his stanilard, Adv a rule they foteht bravely bul if their pay- 
master happened to be ldlled im the fight their obligations were at an end and 
they fled from the field. Parrukhsiyir's firel necessity, then, was money, -Ac- 
(ingly Iusain Ali Khan “assembled the bankers and principal men of the city : 
end haying borrowed from them large sums of money, proportionable to thelr 
circumstances, for whieh he gave bonds signed by the Prince, and puynble on 
his having eubdued his enemies, he spon mestmbled o good army." Later, in 
apite of tlie remonetronces of Husain Ali Khan, Farrakhsiyar levied foreed con- 
tributions on (ht merchants aud drove all (he rich men out of the city. 
Manik Chand had a branch house at Patna which seems to have been tn 
charge of Fateh Chand. TReasidée being the home of his parents kis own fumily 


lived at Patan and his eldest san wes born there.. Even when be became ihe 


head of the hones al Murshidabad after the deuth of Manik Chand we find lim 
at Patuo in March 1715.72 Ut da » probability almost amounting to a certainty 
that Fateh Chand, a4 Manik Chand's agent, wes one of the contributors to the 


losn and one of the rich wen that left the city. For when Farrukhsiyar on bits. 


mareh te Delhi came to Benores he raised “ou lows of one kyor of rupees on 
the security of the Rmpire from Nogur Set amd other leading bankers of 
Denares."75 Another pasasge from the historian just quoted throws 
light on the stage of thie. mysterions Nagar Set, He tells us 
that “on Jafar ‘s representation ti the Tanperor, Nagar Set’s uncle ant 
agent, Fateh Chand Sahu, whese services lind won the good graced of (he Khan, 





6. thid, pp 304-Sa7. 

(O “There ato twelve lintanres af thie from the Diret wileti of the Seir Mutaquerin ubotw, 
pr. 24, G2, 53, 60, 10 168, cis, 288, AGS, S01. SOG, 144. 

Th Sele Matonterin, Vol. 1, p. 50. 
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_ — 
waa invested with the trile of Jagat Sel, anil appointed to the office of Treasurer 
General of Dengal.’74 Now it is incredible that Fateh Chand’ was the arent 
of the sun of one af hia own brothers or sisters while he wae undoubtedly the 
agent of Movil Chand. Again, Nagar was the name af Hiranan! Saho's birth- 
place in Rajputans. Perhaps Manik Chand, toc, bad been borm there. After 
{he deuth of Hiranand Saho, Manik Chand wae the titel likely member of the 
family to receive such # name. Lndeed Stewart, who wed the hook of the hie- 
larlan quoted above in compiling his history of Bengal very naturally cor- 
reets his authority on this point. “At his (Alurshid Kuli Rhan's) recommen- 
Jation,” sava Stewart, “ (Parrakhsiyar) appointed the nephew of Manickchund 
to be the Imperial treasurer, or bunker, witli ihe title of Juggeet Seat." 
Stewart, while correcting one error, line retuined another: It wae not the 
Fanperor Farrukhsiyer who invested Fateh Chand with the title af Jagat Seth, 
Another Emperor was to diy this ae will he fell in its plave- Ti was Manik 
Chand wh) was rewarded by the Emperor Furrnkhsiya: fer the financial mod 
whioh had contrituted so muterinlly to the eneceess of his couse. A farminy 
iesned in (he third yeor of his reign and still in the possession uf the hewl of 
the family at Murehidahad, declared (hat Manik Chand had heen elevated with 
the awar! of the title of Seth and that it wns proper andl lo be deemed impeto- 
tive that the ctvil and ministerial officers and the secretaries of the present and 
future sbould designate him as Seth,"76 | 
According to * Hobson-Jobeon ™ (p, RET) the weril “seth” ta detived fromm 
‘he Senserit “sreatha” meaning “‘besi™ or “cltief,’ “sresthi,” “the ehiei of 
corporation, a merchant or Winker.” Tu the Company’s reeords we frequantly 
Find the word attached to the names of their Tndian merchants, e-g., Dernusse- 
sent and in course of time it was applied ta these merchants a8 2 holy, hit 
many occasions in later years, we read that the Seats oy Seeta were eummoned 
to tho Council Chamber to diseuss with the Presilont amd Connoil the price of 
goods, Tut the word had never hitherto been nail by (be English when refer- 
ring to ihe house at Murshidabad: ‘In their case another ward—suho (shaw, 
saw}—meaning “merchant’ or “banker” hal been used, ex. Monickchundsaw 
Futtichnnideaw, and when the records begin to apply the word tothe bankers 
of Murshidabad 14 ys not, a# a rule, while to the nome ae it wie bo the case of 
their own merchanta. We seldom find im the records “Pritichundseat” but ’ 
“Sent Futtichund.” In this case the word was nol a mete appellation but a 
title, conferred by the Emperor nnd carrying oamith itm certain punk. What 
that rank wus cannot he ascertained with preciaion lat if wos cerininiy such 





76. History of Bengal, p. 30 
76. From « itanelation of the Emperor's farman. 
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ma hefitted the Nownh's chief niviser. (ue privilege whieh was ‘anid 
to have been conferred by the Emperor on Manik Chand's family at this time, « 
privilege which they shored with the family of the Nawab alone, wus the riglit 
of wearing gold ornaments in) the feet. The Emperor is said to have presente) 
Manik (hand's wife with a golden ornament which waa, ond still is, held in the 
yrentest veneration hy the fumals members of the family,77 | 

Manik Chand lived only short time after receiving his title from the 
Emperor. Is died on (he 10th day of the new moon of the month of Magh fn 
the Satvat ywar 1771 (1714 A.D)? His remains were placed in Murnikbagh, 
# garden’on Lhe opposite side of the river Bhagirathi which hus long since been 
washed wway by the river, He haul no children but, as has been related before. 
mlopted Fateh Chand. the son of lis sister and. Rai day Chand, and Fateh 
Chand sauoeeedod hint as the heard of the house at Murshidabad. 

Menik Chand had raised this house to wealth and greatness. He hail bran- 
ches at Caloutta, Daces, Patna and Benares. .A few years after-his death men- 
tion 1s: made.of a branch af Tugli which may well hive been established by 
Manik Chand end there were probably houses in other planes of which no record 
remains, In the cose of Delhi there is a donbt, It has been asserted that 
Fateh Chand wee the head of ihe firm at Delhi al the tine of his adoption by 
Manik Chand and that Manik Chand remitted the tribute of Bengal to Delhi by 
‘Irufts on his house there. But with regard to the former statement ii ia TH pre- 
Table that a boy held euch a post and even if he had, the house would probably 
have belonged to ome of Manik Ulinnl's brothers. After his ndoption. we have 
eer that Fateh Chand was connected with Patna Again all 
the evidence shows thet in ihe time of Manik Chand the tribute 
of Bengal was remitted to Delhi in specie under an armed guutd, 
As Inte as 1726 we rend that “the King’s Treasure is ready ani 
uly wajts for guard which is expected ino few days." It is 
not 41) 1728, when Shiu ja-td-ilinky wha Nawab, that we Anil ii recorde) that o 
punt of the tribute was remitted to Delhi by means of Bills of Exchange 11 
weald appear, therefore, that the honsé at Delhi was founded by Fateh Chait. 
There is no reason to dowht, however, that Monik Chand had sequired influence 
nt the Court of Dell and he hod certainly resolved marks of the Em perivr's 
furor, 

In Bengal the infinence of Manik Chand was olmost ox great as that of 
the Governor, Te wus the right-hand mun af the Nawab in all bis financial 
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reforms and in his privite affairs. The establishment of the mint at Murehide- 


bad was:dee to him aod, wherever 11 was situated and whoever was in nominal 
control, there is not donbt that Manik Chand’s influence over it wus paramount. 
A few venrs ufter his death the chief of the English factory uf Cussimbaear de- 
clared that Manik Chan's adopted son had the sale use of the mint and pat 
nnother banker or merchant dared to buy or coin a rupees’ worth of silver! 
He was the Treasurer of the Government and the private hourds ol the Nawal 
wera deposited with him. Ti waa said that on the Nawa’s death five krora of 
rupees remuined unpaid by (he Murshidabal hones bul this was a figment of 
later times. The zumindare and other collectors of the revenue: made ther 
poymente to Manik Chand, “There were in those days no treasuries scultered 
over the country in the several districts. The zamindars-collected tha revenne 
and remitted Ht to the viceregal treasury al Murshidabad, Every year ot the 
jime of Punya, or anual settlement of the revenue, a custom introduced by 
Murshid Kuli Khon, all the samindors assembled ot the bank of the Selhs, in 
order to settle their accounts, adjugt the difference of hatta or discount, and 
negotiate for fresh supple of funds." In the time of Siraj-ud-loula tho 
Panyu appear to have been held in the month of April and to have lasted a 
month, That it wasa preat even! of the year m vlear from the fact that Siraj- 
nd-dula pleaded it ne an excuse for neglecting (6 attend ty matters in which the 
English were interested 3 From the time of Manik Chand it may be anid tial 
“the banker and hia descendunis were recognised aa permanent members of 
tlie Nawah's council, their influence wus of obief 1mportance in deciding the 
result of every dynastic revolution, and they were always in constant coni- 
municulion with the ministers of the Doli court, 

Manik Chand’s wife—or rather, his principal wife for he appears to have 
had two—survived her hashanl for twenly seven years, She wes o remarkable 
woman and when she died the priest of the family wrote » poem mi hier prome 
in which he relates her parentage, ber marriage to Manik Chanl, how, when 
Manik Chand died, she went on o pilgrimage to the holy hill of Parasnath and 
how she passed the remainder of ley life in fasting, prayer and the practice of 
every kind of austerity. Noticeable too, ie the interest she took in the welfare 
uf the Qewale whom Manik Chand encouraged to settle m Mursiidahad. At 
one time it is-said there were ag many as 500 Oswalt in Murshidabad whose 


Se SS SS a 
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iiwellings were clustered together near the house of the Seths and this colony 
received from the inhabitants of Murahidabad the name of Mahajantoti, 
When the fortunes of the Seths decayed the members of this settlement grado- 
ally drifled away but the presence of rich Oewala af Asimganj ani Baluchar 
in the neighbourhood of Murshidebad te. due to the encouragement and patran- 
age which tle Sethe extended fo their fellow clansmen. 

The Poem jn praise of the wife of Manik Chand is wrilten in Gujarati and 
hos Leen translated this :— 

1. With salutations to the Lord Gantama and the goddess Saraswati T 
hein these verses, singing the prnises of great ones. 

2, () gentle hearer! Hearken to the praise of ihe Sati for it will cleanse 
thy mind and purify iby hearme: 

3. The Jina bade us give heed to four virtues which, if a man puree, 
he shall be able to steer safely across the ovean of the world. 

4. In the Satya Tuga there were aixtean Satis but of tho of the Kali 
Juga Manik Deviji.ie chief, 

5. Many volumes would be necessary ty tell of her countless austerities 
and her strict observance of every ceremony, Let it suffice me to record those 
virtues which Lave made hor famous, 

§. Right glad am I to tell her virtues; in the relation of them my tongue 
becomes purified and i will enuble men to eteer clear of the slioals in this sea 
ot life. 

7. First will T reiate her hirth and ber lineage and the town and province 
in which she was horn. 

§ In the Jombudwips lies the eountry of Bharataborsa and in the centre 
of thie stands Mount Mery eight miles in height, 

§.. ‘There is a provinee of Dharataboraa named Hatea-and therem is situat- 
od the city tf Konsambhi and below this city Hows Ganga, 

10.. Chandanbala, most renowned of the Satis of the Satya Juga, waa 
born mm that city and Mrigabali, Satie ale. 

11. Anathmoni, the sixth Tirthankare Padms Probe, and many a holy 
man beside were aleo born there. 

12, Near Katsamhi is the town of Shahzadpur, below which flows Ganga, 
containing mliabitents of #ighteen different nat | 

13. The fown in beauty iw like tu Didra's heaven and the 84 clans of the 
Oswats dwell iherem. 

14, Here lived Sovak Puran Afull of the Pargara clan, a man most vit- 
tuous and hospitable. 

15, And his wife Gulabbaku, a devout follower of the Jaime religion and 
4 woman of oharitable heart, 

If. Of these was Manik Debj bern and her ¢ou! came from heaven. 
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17. She wae born on (ho eleventh day of the ful! moon in the month of 
Sravan, Samvat 1737, 

18. Kisor Kumati ways the name they gave her awd ae she grew abe be- 
camo her parents’ greatest joy- 

19,. For every lucky ¢ign wae visible iu her and she possessed all good at- 
tributes. 

2). In course of time her parents decided that a bridegroom must be 
sought and great wealth ebould be spent on the ceremonies of her marringe. 

21, So her fatler gave his-youngest brother cliarge to find ut fair bride- 
groom for hie daughter and he, after much travel], came at last to the town of 
Patna. 

22, In the town of Patng lived a chief of the Oswals, of the clan Gailarhe, 
a weallhy mon anil 4 generous 

23. Hiranand was his name: he was like « king who is obeyed by all, anil 
he had seven jroodly sone. 

24 (ne of these, whose name wae Manik Chan, wos oleo kinglike; he 
seemed to: be an incarnation of Kamdeva; he wus blessed with every lucky #ign 
and endowed with all good qualities 

25. ‘The-messenger, glad ot heart thot his quest was eutcessful, bestowed 
upan him the marks of betrothal and made preparations for the marriage: 

26. Then the bridegroom, with his friends and relations, took his journey 
to the town of Poran Mall and procession that wont with him with its chariots, 
horsemen, footmen and elephants was Like an army- 

97. Puren Mall welcomed him im grenl etate-and at a time when tha 
stars were propitious gave him his daughter in marriage. 

23: A great dowry he gave with her and rejoiced the hearts of thee who 
came in the bridal party with gifts; exch receive ~ccording to his rank; then. 
be sent hie daugliter to the home of her husband. 

29. And « mesenger was sent to wannownee Lhe happy tidings of their 
naming to the parents of the bridegroom and they were delighted and weleom- 
ed them with signs of great joy, 

30. When the bridegroom with his bride entered the hruse great gifts 
were bestowed on the neady; the female members of the family rejoiced when 
. they eaw the bride fora lucky bride is a great Blowin to w house. 

Zl. At her coming the fortune of the family increased: wealth fowed im 
ebundantly—jewels of every kind, gold, silver and every precious thing ao that 
ney’ sosld' not be counted for number. 

; s, bi mulkis, rathe and auch like (hings, servants, mails 
ud 5 Handiete: rrew in number day by day. 
43. ‘The name of a virtuods man Is spread thronght the length and breadth 
the lund: his fomily increases; his wealth and possessions multiply. 
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TH. The brite come like Lakshmi in human guise; therefore ler name 
waa Chanjred to Manik Devi; in heayty wlio she wae like « goddess 

33. The happiness of the two waa like thot of Indra and his ponsort in 
heaven who delight in -sinping and music and the dance 

$6. Bliss such ss heavenly beings know wae theirs; the happiness which 
flows from good deeds was theirs ulso; their love wis like tial of the clutak- 
pakehi for the water which falls from the clouds. 

47. Manik Clan, like & ling, cume to Mershidebold in fair Benge] anil 
built hima baking house there. 

38. The Emperor of Delhi gave him high position and nobles; gentry, eoi- 
ders and all men obdyed his wishes. eS 

49, Varrnkhsiyar, the Emperor, gave him the title of Seth, and the pro- 
clumation of his title was made throughout tle empire. 

40, And all the wealth of Bengal waa his. His.aon, named Fateh (hand, 
was born like Inilra in heaven, 

41. To him the Mmperor of Delhi gave deeds with the title of Jagat Seth, 
whieh means * Loyd of the World” wad be became the ornament of the state and 
the qillar of hie family, | 

49 Whio became Jagat: Sethi nfier him and the saviour of his race? He 
lind two sons, like fo he son and the moon. 

43. Seth Ananda Chand and Daya Chond were their names und they were 
like manifestations of Tnira and Kamdeva, 

44, And the son of Seth Anand Chand was Minhtab Rao and the sow of 
Daya Chand was Rup (land —pwossessors of many virtues, 

49. Manik Dev) waa exceedingly biessed insemuch aa her sons anil grand- 
sons were jul jewels Yocovered from the ocean, The children of the other six 
sons of Hirannnd were also menof note and of great ability in thoir callings: 

40, The cousins and theiw wives lived together iy great friendship and 
happiness, They formed o goodly pompony likey (ot of Indro and the gods in 
lickvon ; and tho fortune of the fnmily ineressedl day by day, 

47. In the morning they worshipped the god Jina wnd listened to tho tea- 
ching of pious preeeptors whom they served with great regard; all the rules ent 
eevermonial rites enjoined for each day those they duly ohserved. 

48. They spent their money in the seven ways conseerutod ly tho Tain) 
religion and gnve relief aleo to [he poor and needy. Mataji®® duty oheerred all 
iy peremonies enjoined by the holy ones, 

49. So likewise did her sons and grandsons foiling in‘nought They w 
Wealthy and of Uberal hearts anil it was pleat to them to give to others, 
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i). Manik Chand, having acquired great reputation in this world, left for 
ile heavenly home on the tenth day of the wer niwon of the niwnth of Mugh, 
Samrat 1771. 

fl Thronghont the days of muurning the renowned Sati, Mataji, told her 
beads and fasted and practised other uneterities which cannot be fully des 
erthed: and all the world began to admire her. 

62. Id became her great desire to repair to the hill of Paransall Uf haply 
the sight of the gud might assuage her grief. 

$3. And when her son knew of her desire he formed au assembly to go te 

4. Al hie request the lords of the districta through which the assembly 
was (o pass repoired the rouds and constructed now ones. 

55, Invitations to join the assumbly were issued in all Lie countries around 
with money for the expenses of the jonrney. 

50. Those thut asked received horses, carriages, tents and conveyances of 
different kinds, 

HT. People came from all quarters and when they were assembled natro- 
lingers weve charged lo appoint! an anspicions moment lo begin the journer. 

68. And soshe started with the assembly at an auspicious moment tn 
a good day when all the stars were fovpurable, 

50. The assembly had chesen Seth Anand chand to be their lender and 
fie sat out in myehi royal state with lis brother Seth Daya Chand. 

GO. With joy and great pomp the aseombly set out to visit the god of tho 
Juinns. There were tents of velvet aul embroidery, 

Gl. There was red broad loth, cutiones from the Carnatio onl covers of 
different hues, On the way mien Moeked jo see the sight avd when they do- 
parted they aaid “ Indra bas come down from heaven.” 

G2, The elephants were sichly eapurisoned wilh Lowdnlis, wmbreilis and 

63. There were swift steeds of Camboja with harness of poli and silver 
anil decked with jewels, 

(4. Tonumernble vehicles also wad choriots ani palanquins of every kind. 
Rojas and Ranns knew not such wealth as was displayed in tlils proression, 

65. Armed guards anid horsemen accompanied the procession—men zeal- 
fuse in the performance of their duty. 

60: The oleplents bore bands of musicians and their banners floated in 
theair, The Rajns of ihe neighbouring countries gazed al (he sight with awe. 

fiz. Holy men and women of thy Swetambara sect of the Jains were there 
wad fallywers of the six eyelence of philosophy; the number of suppliants eunlil 
noi be counted. 
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08. Prominent among the H olute in the oseembly were the Gawal, Sri- 
nis] and Porwar; among thom! ware many eery rich men to whem the lealer 
showed due respect. 

69. The first stopping plica was Durdwen where the 24th Titthankar, 
Mahavira whverved Chaturmasya. ‘Thence they came to Champapuari whore thie 
sight of the temple of Jineswar filled them with jay, 

70, Al Pachete they visited the temple of Raghunathji in which the Ma- 
hosati Site also wdwells: here they mode some wtiny to eee the Jorest, (he Lille an 
the wonkers (hit abounded (iene 

TL Next they halted at Hundapuri and having worshipped the Iineswar 
anquired much merit; then they urrived wt the foot of the Sekharjis and deemeil 
(heir lives had been Messed when they saw the sacred hills: 

72. Then they saeended the hil) anil eaw the Jineswar; they performed 
the Siatri Puja ond sonsecrnted oa temple; and thus wae-the heart's deare of 
the Mataji-fulfilled. 

73, She made offering to the Jineswar of ornaments of gold seal wit 
jewels; ale performed the Satravedi Paja oni saw and did worship te the 
twenty temples above where twenty of the Tirthunkars attained wisdom and 

sMvation, thus spreading the Jain religion. 

TH. For three days they lived on the topof the hill and worshipped in the 
temples with much respect and reverence, Roqiiting great merit and attiining 
the purpose for which they were horn. 

75. Then they descended to the foot of the hills and the leader of the na- 
aombly did liennuy to his attendants and followers: le-invited them to feast 
with him anid presented the guests with coina of pold. 

76, Those who Lod seeonpanied the patty (ifered « garlond to Seth 
Anand Chaniand they praised and blessed him tor the good work he liad done. 

7. The assembly returned home rejoicing und there was great joy in tho 
city aloo: men said “great proise has Manik Devi won for she has done wll thut 
wealth enn do.” 

iS Ter repataiton for piety spread throughout the length and breadth of: 
the land for it we she who had taken on omembly to Sikharj and spent rast 
wealth thereon. 

9. After her retorn from the pilprimape; in Ler joy she reselyed 
to construct » silver throne for the Jain temple in her dwelling house and 
fo placeon the throne @ god made nit gold and jewels: and this she did. 

60. In the morning she used (o worl far three hours in her temple and 
Niet she wuld utter the nonkormantra: after tiie she gave alma ond broke her 
nar 3 Tee's 

Bt. She would fast for two dings and ent om the third day but should other 
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lays appointed for fasting intervene these also she joytully observed yaad broke 
jer fast at the end, of the period; this rule she etrietly observed wliile ahe lived. 

$2. She would listen to the reading of the Seriptures for six hours; she 
recited maniras by way of jap thrice a day—in the maniing, at mid-day, anil 
in‘the evening; on, the eiglith and fourteenth diye of the moon she applied her- 
self to the spread of her religion and twice» day, fy theanorning ain) everiing; 
she did penance Lor hor sine | 

&j. She would never eal young yegetubles; ale cove dlms daily: none 
éould exnel ber in the practices of religion—no, neither Raja nor Rant. 

S$, Tt wes during the lifetime of Manik Devi Uuot Tuin temples, dliarm- 
sulas and poshals began to be built in Bengal; there were none hefore for there 
wore dew Jains a: the country but during ber time they eume m uum bers. 

85; Only a lew of the inhabitants of Murshidubad were Juing bul owing 
to her patronage they increased tn ntuiuber Uy 4 (heusanil. 

80, Those that arrived without food uy clothing or nines ile revered 
Mataji supplied with everyihing- 

87, The Mataji heuped jewels on those who beforetinie hid not eve a 
gold ring in their possession. 

8& In the Satya duga, Karna, Vikrom, ond Bhaja were famed for thei: 
charity but in the Kali Jnga Manik Devi has been aurpassed by none. 

80 Since hur arrival in this city it haw moved inthe paths of ailvance- 
ment and progross, 

Tlere follow detaile uf her numerous fasts and other acte of ascetioum, 

i, Thus che fasted for twenty-six years, eating every Vir day only, 
daking uo thought for her body for eke rweived power af endurance from ou 
high, 
100, Scant was the sustenance she {ooh when le broke her fast for the 
very morsels she ate were all counted. 

10L Though her ascetictem reduced her ly 4 akelelow yel die departed not 
from her practice one whit. 

102; She gave lacs: in charity; she did great youll; she supported a mn. 
merable number of her fellow-creatures and from them acquired merit, 

‘103, The world had ao charm far lier, aur eure; slie wax a etorehouse of 
forgiveness anid mercy; sie knew not gladnes ner ever folt grief fuy ele wea 
above these things. 

Hid. There are four kindle vi virtne—ot eifte, nf chuvuclae. af auelerities 
and of meditation; these four were entwined Ini the hrwrt of Mataji. 

105, Her happiness was the happiness vf the wils of Tidsw: for her body 
ahe cared nought; in her pitayer elie renierber ed the wite mon who have attain-. 
el to Nirvana. 
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106 Her name wos great; her relations many; her family wae flourishing. 
Her fortune, too, wea great in thal sie bore iu hor wamh « Jagat Seth, 

107. Her son ever paid heed to her wishes and approached her with reve- 
rence tlirice un divy, 

108, So charitable wae she that to one why neked a liundred she pave: 
Housend and ti one who asked » (howand she woul] give oue lav, A human 
heing-was lo her aa her god. 

109. Every day was marked by charity aud virtue but during the ast 
year of her life her pvifls increased, | 

1), She gave clothing or food or whatever wo» akked of her, In this 
voar she showered golil like ratn from heaven. 

Li, She gave gold to all and so obtained greut fame in the world; no one 
lis Girpussed her in churity to this diry. 

1t2, She blessed lier sona, her grandsons and all the members of Ler [y- 
tnily wishing them long life, prosperity, peace and happiness, 

113. Inthe temple before her god with purity of heart and thonglit she 
Yownd to gal no more; but ele relrined not from charity, nor omitted to hear 
the words of Seriptare, nor cessed to acquire merit, 

1d. With her thoughts fixed on the god of her religion she asked for 
panion from all her fellow-creatures, Then Manik Devi departed for the dwel- 
ling place of the goda: 

Llo, She breathed her lust on the first day of (he fall noon in the month 
of Pous, Samvat 1703 when the consiellation Pusiya was in the saveudant, 

L1G. O) bliesed lady Manik Devit Your life was worthy; you attained the 
objeot for which you were born; you have mado your name famotts by asceti- 
cism and wharity. 

118, Blessed is her father Puran Mall and hoppy ler mother, 

119, She was like to Jaimanti, Chandanbalu, Mrigaboti—holy women ull- 
aud the Sati Subliadeo, whe Hourisliod in the frarth age 

120. After thom, in this fifth aga, she firmly established the Jain religion 
in wliich ehe appoored like an inoprzation: for it wna written in the Seriplirres 
that virtuous ladies would fliowriah 

In. Now has the prophecy of Scripture been fullilld in the person of 
Manik Devi whom T have personally known. 

1. Hearing of her virtuous conduct tay heart waa filled with joy: the 
more mention of lier name nvails to drive away qlsery: ven women of il life 
who bear of her name and deeds may fnllow in her footsteps: 

PD}. And these verses were cotaposed by Muni Sri Nihol Chand, ao disciple 
of Upulhyers Sr Hurak Chanil, surnamed Parslia Chandra, 
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[24, Om the 19th day after the ful] moon in the month of Pous, Samvat, 
1798, at Murshidabad. 

125. Whoever will read or hear them will derive much pleseure and ao- 
quire merit through the kindness of the Mahnsati Manik Deviji whose bio- 
prapliy here enda_ 

Wealth is acquired by charity; 
Conduct is (he soured of huppineas: 
Keligious susterities destroy Karma; 
Virtuous thoughts attain salvation. 





JAGAT SETH FATEH CHAND. 
1. 

A small notebook, written in Hindi, in the the possession of the present head 
of the family, haw preserved a few facts relating to the early years of Fateh 
Chand. In the year 1757 Samvat (1700 A.D.) while yet a boy and living with 
his parents at Patna, he was jlopted by Manik Chand and joined the latter »t 
Dacca. A few years later came the migration to Murshidabad. We have seen 
that in ITL) he was known to the Engle sa an eminent merchant and that in 
1712 he, as well as Manik Chand, received marke of the favour of Morshid Kuli 
Khan, After oo-operating with Manik Cliaud for o period of fourteen years 
he was well qualified to tuke his father’s place na head of the house and to be- 
come ‘the chief adviser of Murshiil Kuli Khen and bis right-hand maw in all 
mattors of finance, 

In March 1715 Poteh Qhend was ot Paton, The Surman embassy was 
there and Kwajah Sarhod, Surman’s second in command, alleging that it was 
Jancerous to proceed, wished to delay the embassy at Patna. He declared that 
somé of the principal inhabitants of Patia supported him in this course and one 
of the names he cited was that of Fateh Chand.! 

About the same time Fateh Chand obtained from the Emperor the title of 
Seth. The farman conferring the title ie dated the 6th year of the reign of the 
Empetor Farrukhwiyar and i couched in similar terma to the farman granted 
to Manik Chand. The farman was presented to the Victoria Memorial at Cal- 
outta by the:head of the family on the occasion of Lord Curzon’s visit to the 
anciont home of the Seths on the Ist March 1902. 

Fartukhsiyar was put to death in 1719, The Syed brothers, who had rats- 
ed him to the throne, were also the instruments of his downfall, Two puppet 
emperors played # kingly part for a few months after the manner of the Mero- 
vinge of old and then the powerfal Mayors of the Palace drew forth Roshen 


1. Wilson, Barly Annals of the English-in Bengal, Vol. 1, Part 2, p. 24 
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Akhtar from his retirement in the castle of Selimgarh aud pr: 
peror with the title of Muhammad Shah. 

Tt wae the general belief in Benyal that Murshid Kuli Kian would suffer 
ihe fate of his master, the Emperor Farrukhsiyar, for Syed Abdu-lah Khan, 
Muhammad Shuh's Virter, was the Nawab'’s “declared enemy.” In fact pro- 
mises of greater preferment were held ont to him in order to entice him ts 
Qourt but “he, being thoroughly sensible of the treachery designed against 
him, bas ae often found exeuses for his etayiug in Bengal and ‘tis the general 
opinion of all peraona that he will defend himself where he now il till he is cut 
aff.”"? ‘The danger passed away with the disuppedrance of the two Syed brothers 
from the scene and Murshid Kuli Khan despatched the tribute of Bengal to the 
Emperor together with a complinientary present from limsell. The Nawab 
attempted to force the European nations to contribute towards this present anid 
diyected Seth Fateh Chand and two other cfficert to enfyree his wishes, 

Seth Fateh Chand and his two colleagues summoned the vakile of the Eng- 
lish sud Dutch and informed them (hal they hail been appointed by the Nawab 
to demand w naarannhs for the Fayperor from the English and Dotoh which wna 
to be paid into their hands, The Dutch were Wo pay Ra, 00,000, The eum to 
be paid by the English was not mentioned bot their mol wae told that the 
Nowah intended to step the trades of the English in Donpal if they did aot com- 
ply with hie demand, This was ently in March, 1721. By May the Nawab 
lind met with no response to his demand anil so lie ordered Kantn, the Com- 
pany's broker ot the Cassimbazur factory, to ye ecized to answer certain charges, 
the nature of which is now rather obscure. The result of this measure was the 
Heloeation of the trile at Casstmbarar for the Company's aervante nt the fne- 
tory there carried on all negotiations with their Indian merchants by means of 
Kantu. Further the President and Council felt that the Nawab’s proceedings 
were “an insult that mimst be attended with the worst of consequences should 
we lamely bear it” and resolved lo oppose firmly this method of the Nawal to 
bring pressure to hear upon them se that he might fleece them in the matter of 
the nozranah. They gave instructions to their rakil to raise the King’s duhai4 
im open court at Hugli, a step already taken nt Murshidohad, and ordered 9 re- 
inforcement of European soldiers to proceed to Oassimbazar. 

At the some time Governor Feake wrote » letter to the Nawab protesting 
againat his proceedings: Meanwhile the Chief nt Casstmbazar had secured the 








9 Wilson, Karly Annals of the English In Bengal. Proof Sheets of Vol. ITI, p. 108 

& <A ceremonials present, properly on offering from an inferior to & superior. Hobeon 
Jobeon, p. 634, 

4. “An exclamation shonwed alond by a petitioner for redrame at a Conri of Justice. . 2 . 
Tt has a kid of analogy, ae Thevenot pointed ont over 200 yeora ago, wo the old Norman 
Baro! Haro! viens. mon side, mon Prince!” Hohaon Jobson, p. 321, 
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interest of Asad Khan, an officer in favour with the Nawab, who undertook to 
place a letier from the Chief in the Nawab’s hands: The first attempt, made 
by Asad Khan's deputy, was # failure for the Nawab augrily refused to receive 
tle letter. A personal application made by Asad Khan met with a more favour- 
able reception and the Nawab ordered the letter to be brought to him when he 
was al leisure. After perusing it he sent tor Seth Fateh Chand and directed 
him to enquire “into the story of the broker's wife hanging herself." Seth 
Patel’ Chand cent for Kantn and caused him-to be examined at the Nawab’s 
kachahri where he spoke strongly in Kantu’a favour, The result of his repre- 
sentations to the Nawab, supported by those of Asad Khan war the relense of the 
broker in a handsome manner, “the Nawal bidding him tell lis masters, that 
though he was a servant of the English yet he was a subject and tenant of the 
King's, and as there were auch reports le could not avoid examining into the 
truth of them, which he had thus long deferred, being very busy in dispateli- 
ing the King's treasure and that now be might go to the Factory and tell them 
to goon with their business as-cuual,”’ Nothing mare was heard about a nazra- 
nuh to the Emperor. 

In August of the came year the English made another attempt to obtain the 
right of coining into rupees at he Murshidahad mint the treasure which they 
received from Europe. The Company's servants at Cassimbazar used ther ut- 
mont endeavours to gain over to their canse some of the. Nawab's officers bul all 
their éfforte were fruitless. They were informed " that while Futtiohund ia so 
great with the Nawab, they oan have no hopes of that rant, he alone having 
the solo use of the Mint, nor dare any other shroff or morchant buy or oon a 
rupes’s worth of silver." 

The Coapany were thus forced to'sell thenr treasure to Seth Fateh Chand 
and under the circumstances they had no alternative but to take the price the 
banker offered, The treasure seyt from Murope generally consisted of French 
and Spanish crowns and wns sold by weight. Fateh Chand’s offer for two 
cheuia of treacure waa at (he rate of 207 rupees 4 annas for 240 sicen rupees’ 
weight of silver and though the Company held aut for some time in the hope 
éf obtaining a better price they were obliged eventually to close with the offer 
for Seth Fateh Chand would give no more. In the same month (November 
1721) ten chests of ducatvons were sent to Cacsimbozur for disposal and there 
was another dispute with Fateh Chand about the price. The banker offered 2 
rupees 7 annas 3 pies for each ducateon. The English were unwilling to let 
them go ot that price declaring that they fad alwaye solid them at 2 rupees 7 


s Wileow, Emrly Annila of the English in Bengal. Proof Sheets of Vel. ITI, pp. S22 
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annas 6 pies each, but at length they agreed “ to divide the differenoe anil oo- 
cept~ rupees 7 annas 4} pies per dueatoan.? Evidently the Euglish merchants 
of the time were not bad hands at driving a bargain when thoy stood out for u 
difference of a half-penny on easel ueatoon nor did Seth Fateh Chand take an 
nscrupalous- advantage of the monopoly he possessed when he agreed to o 
price one farthing per ducatoon below that which the English would willingly 
have necepted. Indeed the Bengal records of the Company show that the r= 
lations between the Company's servants and the lionw of Jagat Seth were 
founded on mutual respect and mutual confidence and though, az we shall seo, 
disputes sometimes arose between them some of which entailed aarions colse- 
quences, yet the banker could say with justios that he had suffered on aecount. 
of his trust in the English while the English were bound, in their official capi- 
city as servants of the East India Company, to deny liability for debts incurr- 
ed by some of the Company's servanta in their private cupacity as tradare in 
their own belinlf. | 

In the year 1722, owing to some reason which cannot be uscertained now, it 
was very difficull to obtain money throughout northern India, The Kaperor 
himeelf fel) the pinch severely,8 while in Bengal money was-en aearce that, at 
the end of March, although Murshid Kuli Khan hil received severnt peremp- 
tory orders to deapateh (he Bengal trousure to Dethi, he was still $5 lakhe short 
of the sum required. ‘To ndd to his perplexities it appeared that Muhammad 
Shah's new Visier, the ovlebrated Nizamu-l-Mulk, wne not his friend for he 
havt refused to apcept ihe-nazranah whieh the Nawal bad sent to him on hia 
appointment. 

The sequel of these events moy possibly be seen in a letter dated the 1th 
June from the Chief and Council at Chssimbararl) in which they report to the 
President and Coinoil at Calontts that they had disposed of more bullion to 
Seth Fateh Chand who, having been under the displeasure of the Nahob anil, 
aa reported, Hseved ont of Five Lauck of Rupees, could not pay fhem réndy 
money for all the bullion ” hut they hoped to reeeive the remainder of the money 
the next day, Assuming the repart to have been corrent it would mean that 
Murshid Kuli Khen, in bis diffioulties, liad turned to Seth Fateh Chond for 
help, that the banker had not responded in.» manner adequate to the Nowab's 
necessities and that then the Nawab rioluntly extortel money from Fateh (hand, 


|  Nilae WERE du. lL 
%  Wilsow, Early Annale of the English in Bangal, Proof sheste of Val, Ili, pp. 377-8, 
2 The iliratoan was weeth five to aie shillings, The exchange vilue of the rupee ab this 
Move was from de. 6d io 26 Of. (Tnilis Office Records, Consuliations for January, 1722-25) 
Bo. Se pigs 3 
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EE EE 
On this it may be remarked that extorting money from Setlt Fateh Chand 
wus 9 moet dangerous game for the Nuwab fo play and only sheer desperutiont 
would Lave-made him resort to it, The statement, too, is almiltedly merely ao 
rumour whieh seemed a plausible explanation of the facts and is not given ou 
the authority of their vakil!! from whom the English of Cassimbusar derived 
reliable information relating to the affairs of the durbar at Murshidabad,. A 
more probable explanation of the incident—one agreeing with the events in (he 
life of Seth Fateh Chand which rmmediately followed—ie that the banker, at 
a time of great financial stringency, came to the uid sot only of Murshid Bul 
Khan butalso of the Eerperor, Mubammad Shak. 

Té there bad been such a cloud between the Nawab and the banker at was 
soon dispelled und the latter, apparently, lind soon forgiven the act of extor- 
Hun which rimour hed aecribed to the Nawab. In August we find the Engliah 
applying to Seth Fateh Chand aa the channel of easiest ances to the Nawab, 
An aeeusution. mvolving the sum of Rs. 60,000, lind been minde against 
the Dutch Vakil at Dacca and, by the Nawab’s orders, the English 
sail ut Murshidubad had been arrested, merely becawse hie happened to be the 
anole of the accused man and near at band. The English demantled hia release 
whieh the Nawab was willing to grant provided that the vukel gave security i 
writing for uny demands that might he made against him. Thereipon Cap- 
tain Borlace, the commandant of the soldiers at Cussimbazar, wan sent to Seth 


Fateh Cliand to usiure him that the English would never consent to such. an 


unjust measure and “that if the Nabob would not release lim they would take 
such ensures 18 should.” Fateh Chand immediately went to the Nawab and 


informed bim that the English had sent the euptuin of their soldiers to demand 


the vakil. The Nawab ordered him to be released and delivered to Captuin 
Borlace and ordered the Duteh yoldl at Surshidabad to give the security first 
demanded from the English wall." 


2. 

Seth Fateh Chand had two sous—Annnil Cliand and Dya Chand. By this 
period the elder of the two had grown up and entered ihe firm so that the house 
began to be known aé that of Seth Futel Chant and Anand Chant. The earliest 
extant rooord of thia is coutainod ina resolution of the Bengal Council, dated. 
the 18th May, 1723 which runs as fulinwe:—" Seat Futtichand Annunchunil 
loving paid into the Hon'ble Company's Cash the 9th Inst. ten thousand 
rapecs Madras, desiring a Dill of Debi be given him for the same, 


Li. The nuthorised reprensntatiyy af the English at the Navwab's durber. 
{2 Bengal Consultations (Lodi Office Recta). Consultation of Thursday, 30th August, 


722. 
oF 


46 BENGAL: PAST & PRESENT. 


Agreed a ill be givan accordingly." 

It ia probable, however, that by this date the name of the firm ted by the 
English had already become obsolete for in the fourth year of the reign of 
Muhsmuad Shull, (at is, some lime between the beginniug of November 1722 
and the end of Uctober 1723,1* Seth Fateh Chand received from the Emperor 
ihe title of Jagat Seth and lis son Anand Chand the title ol Seth oo that the name 
of the hanking louse hecame “Jagat Seth Fateh Chand and Seth Anand 
Chand.” The correct nome does not appear in the Bexgal records till the 
yeur 1740. 

The original farman of the Emperor which is atill in the possession of the 
family hae been thus tranelated:—“ At thiy victorious hour and Lappy Hic 
meént, the world-obeyed command of sunny lustre receives the honour of issue 
that, from the Court of eternal sovereignty, Seth Fateh Chand—with the aeand 
of the title of Jagat Beth as heredilury distinetion and the bestowal of magni- 
ficent robes. nf honour, anvelephant anda pearl earring; and his sou Ananil 
Chond with the title of Seth and the gift of robes.of honour ond 9 pent! ear- 
ring—have hoarded the treasure of trust and dignity. Tt is proper iat civil 
ond ministerial officers and all secrelaries of tie present and future, living 
wrihim the prote¢tel territories should designate the nforesnid Jagat Seth 
Fateh Chand and olio designate his son Seth Anand Chand, They should deem 
this imperative from the presence of glarions miajesty. 

Written im the 12th Rajab, in the fourth year of the exalted reign,” 

A tradition has been handed down in the family to the effect that Fateh 
Chand received the tithe me acrewand for serviees rondered (uw the Emperor, 





| There was a fxinine in Delhi and great was the suffering of ite inhabitants. 


Fateh Chond who waa in the city at the time, appeared at Court where he-wae 
received with honour and undertook to relicve the people from their distress. 
He seems to have recommended the temporary issue of some kind of paper 
money for he requested the Emperor to annéunce publicly that hundis!5 would 
be placed in circulation im the city. This waa done with the happy 
result thut the lanine dieappeared. The Emperor was highly pleased with 
Futeh Chand and conferred wpon him the title of Jogat Seth: ‘There certainly 
war a great scarcity in Delhi when Muhammad Shah ascended the throne in 
1719 hut “ from that moment provisions that had arisen to an immoderate Price, 
commenced becoming cheapar, and onee more plenty shewed its face in every 





13; Sangel Commaltations (India Office Records), Connuitation of Monday, Lith May, 1723. 

14. "The English wt Casiobesar write ab the beginning of November, 1791, that the sices 
ropes af the Sed year nf Mohammad Shah “arp Juet come ou!’ (Wilson, Early Antals of 
the English in Bengal. Proof sheets of Vol III, p: 317.) 
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market." 16 The troubles that followed and the dilutory methods of the Mughal 
Court would oxploin the dylay in issumyg the formen, Tl may be pardonable to 
doubt, however, whether the later Mughal Emperore. exhibited much eancern 
for the sufferings of there subjects and mm ony ease ib ia ilifieult to anderstand 
Low the circulation of hundis could avail in such a vrisis. Byi if the famine 
owos-of a financial nature tiie foot m the story becomes of the preatest signifi- 
eanve and) we know thal there wase execepticnal dearth of money in northern 
India at the beginning of 1722. During the second and third years of the reign. 
of Muhammad Shah the bseaanty woe empty, (lhearmy il-paid and warlike pro- 
jects abandoned perforce’? Urgent demands were sent for the Bengal tribute 
while we read in the record that Murshid Kuli Khan’” is under very affliction 
that money is eo scarce.’ 18 On the other hand im the sixth year of his reign 
we find the Emperor is able fo grant u kror of rupees lo one of his generale 
for the purpose of raising an army and maintain this army in the field for. some 
months at a enat of five lakh a month9 

Here cleurty ia to he foand the kernel of truth embedded in the story. An 
Emperor whe hod been rescued from such diffioulties would notorally have hail- 
ed his deliverer.as Jogat Seth, “the Imnker ot the world,” and have auihorised 
him ‘to hand down the ttle to his dascendants. 

Such a title may appear strange to ne and i} was evidently not understood 
by the Enelish in Bengal at the time. Up to 1740 it iv eeldom found In the 
recone while in thot year the English seem ty have been under 
(lie impression that Jagat Seth and Fateli Chond were separate members 
af the firm at Murshidabad as the following extract from the Cush Account for 
July 1740 will ahow : — 

By Juggutseat, Futtichund and Seal Anunclund 
paid them sa per Order of Comneil this Day 


Principal. Si¢es .- Rs 21000 

Tnterert from the 6th Apri is us ee 

at 12 per cent. . « Ea 4719 
Sicca Bupees =. L26TId 


Batta 15" 8p.ct. ... 1948677" 


145205° 920 





16, Sir Motaqherim, Val, 1, p, 153, 

17. Seir Mutaqherin, Val, i, pp. 223, 251, 255 

18. Wiliam, Early Recurds of the Builish iu Devel. Praaf ahevte of Vol IV, p. 9% 

10. Beir Mutagherin, Vel. 1, pp 270, 275. 

20, Bengal Consultations (India Offlee Reroyds), Tha comma occurs again in the Can- 
sultstion of the 2964 March 1742, whim the Council perird thot they have taken op at interest 
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The: translator ‘of the Seir Mutaqherin, himself o European, writing ia 


1786, considered it nocessary to mall the attention of his readers m a footnote te | 
Wie fact that Jaget Seth waso title and not » name2! At Murshidabad, how- 
ever, the title waz serupulously tsed by the Nawab and his officers and there 
was 0 misunderstanding there of the high ronk attarhed te it The hol lor 
held a position of hereditary dignity eupetior to that of any zamindar in Ben- 
ru! and his place at the Durbar was on the lefi hand of ihe Nowab*s An 
event of later years throws light on this pot. Adter the death of dagal 
Seth Fateh Chand lia two grandsons, who were consina, jointly carried on the 
affairs of the firm. The junior partner was subsequently ennobled with the tiile 
ot Matareia. The senior partner hed the title of Jagat Seth whith was o 
higher one than thal of Maharaja. 

Another tradition handed down in the familly may be referred to this 
period, If ya said that Jagat Soth Fateh Chand “was held in sueli honour at 
ewurt, thal i) was prupesel! to aupersede Marahtid Kolj Khan, whe then lay wn- 
der the maperial displeasure, and to wppoint Fateh Chand to the Government 
of Dengal, But the banker refused to oceupy the poat that waa filled by the the 
great patron of his family, aad by means of his friendly offices procured ‘ns pardon 
for the Nawoh In the farmen issued on this oecasion, it waa expresily stated 
that the imperiol grace was only exercised jn eoneiderstion for the earnest proy- 
ers of Fateli Chund with whom the Nawal ris instructed in consid heueefur- 
ward on all gutters of State? An old momorandum respecting the family 
of Harokh Chand, fourth Jagat Seth, printed in Long’s “ Unpublished Records 
af Governnient’= does nol mention thé appointment of Fateh Chand as Gover- 
nor but eoya that af hie intercession the Emperor pardoned the Nabob Jaffer 
Khan, the Sonbelidar of Bengal, who had inenrred the royal dizpledsnre, and 
restored that officer to his confidence aud regan.” There is no historical proof 
of this statement but it la quite cousintent with the siale of affuirs in 172% At 
the time it wos believed that the Vizier Nizamu-l-Mulk was unfriendly towmrds 
Murshid Kuli Khon and the Emperor would certainly lave been greatly dis. 
pleased at the delay in sending the Bengal trilute for that year. Fateh Chand, 
too, had excaptionsl opportunities during 1722 of doing auch a setvice té Mur- 











tie mm of 110,000 sices rnyess and signed a now of hand for the nmoant payable on deniand 
to" Jaggateest, Futtichand and Seat Amupchund.** 
G1. Beir Mutagherin, Vol. I, p 256 note 
c= Hunter, Siatialiral Accowni of Bengal, Vol Is, p 289. 
| & Thore je « pictitre in the palace bt Murshidahad ahowing Jogot Seth on 
place at the Newab's Duster, 
24. Hunter, Statieucal Account of Bongul, Yok ix, p. 254. 
SS Wilson, Barly Annuals of the English in Bengal. Proof sheeta of Vol. IV, p & 
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shid Kuli Khan wile! in 1723 we find ki culled “the Nabob’s chief favou- 
tite’2? which would be natoral under the circumstances. 

To this period we may ascrifw tle foundution of the great influence that 
Fateh Chand and his successors possesded at the Court of Delhi. Whenever o 
khilat®3 waa sent to the Nawab a similar distinction waa conferred on Jngat 
Seth. The Emperor pretented Pateh Chond with « fine emerald seal with 
lis tithe of Jogat Seth engraved upon it desiring that he would 
preserve it and hand it down to luis posterity A striking instance of the 
power of the heads of this family at Delhi was the manner in which they ob- 
tained farmans ralifying the appointment of the Nawab. They were not mere 
agents between the Nawab and the Court. Theo ¢s-operation oppenrs to have 
been absolutely essentinl. There is no direct evidence that Fateh Chand ub- 
tuined farmans for Shuja-ud-daula and Sarfaraz Klian, the next two Nawahs of 
Bengal, but such evidence as there i4 {nvoure that stepposition. With regard 
to the dormer, on the one hand Fateh Chand did not aid Murshid Kuli Khan 
when he tried to obtain a farman for his favourite, Sarfaraz Khon” and Mour- 
shid Kuli Khan's efforte were fruitless. On the other hand Shuja-ud-laula, 
the comparatively ‘unimportant Deputy Nezim of (rissa, was successful and 
Fateh Chand was one of hia well-wisheraS! With regard to the latter more 
than one historian waa inclined to believe that he never obtained a farman from 
Courts? [t was Fateh Chand who obtained for Alivardi Khan u farman ap- 
pointing him Nawab of Behar in his own right When Alivardi Khon had 
defeated and slain Sariaraz Khan in hatile it was Fateh Chand who obtained 
for hima furman confirming him in the Government of Bengal. Holwell ag 
serts that it was a sham farman fubricated by the Sethe and characteriatically 
goes on fo any“ that Alivardi Khan waa never confirmed in the government by 
a veal Phirmannd, is a fact thet admits of no doubt."4 The fact admits of 40 
much doubt that the whole statoment may be summarily dismissed gs a fahrica- 
tion of Holwell himself. It is not the only item of information that we owe to 
Holwell alone. Tt is not the only cliorge that he brought aguiust a man with- 

27, Tongs! Consultations (Indin Otfico Records}, Consultation of Monday, 2nd Sep 
tember, 1725. 


28. A dress of bonour. 

a Long's Comin Records of Government, p. 578. Hunter's Stativtical Account 

w. Rai Balkishan is menbicmad ne. the chiet agent of Murshid Kali Khan at the imperial 
¢onrt at thie tine, Riyarn-4daletin, p. SS7. 

Si. Geir Mutayherin, Vol. 2, p. 302 

22 Stewart, History of Bengal, pr. 437 (note), “Scots, History of the Dwocmm, ete, (1794), 
Vol. 2, pr a7, 

Bi. Scrapton’s Refloctions, p. 33. 

34, Holwell's Interesting Historical Events (1766), Part I, pp. 109, 110. 
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ont a shred of evidence: 14 ie not the only story he concocted to serve his own 


ends, The justification of these remarks will be given jater, Tere it must 
suffice to state that Holwell’s interests in making his assertion is plain. Ty hie 
history of the period hie main object 2ema to be to vilify Alivard? Khan anil 
iis brother Haji Abamad. He presses into his service all the scandalons gos- 
sip of the bazurs that he wae able-to procore. Asa rile Le does not call Ali- 
vardi Khan by hia name, He isthe Cenrper.” But if Alivanli Khan receiv- 
era farman from the Emperor confirming lim in the government of Bengol— 
and must historians declare that he did®—he had as good a title ae any of his 
predecessors and the name of ‘‘tuurper” was ubsurd, Therefore, saya Holwell, 
the farman was a forgery of Jagat Seth's. 

Siraj-ud-daala wea the next Nawab ond the relations between him anid che 
Jagat Seth of the time were far from cordial, The consequence was that, for 
come time, Siraj-ud-daula wae unable to olitain a farman from the Emperor. 
Jugat Seth's remissness in the matter al 40a scene in full durbar. Siraj-uil- 
daula reproached him, slapped his face and put him in prison.86 Again Clive 
relied upon Jagat Seth to obtain » farman from the Emperor confirming Mir 
Tatar ne Nawab of Bengal and it wae through Jagat Seth that Clive received 
his patent erewting him ak Ororaly of (he Finpire4? 

4 

In Augtst, [723, the Euglish in Dengul were involved imo Tong dispute 
with the Nawab8 In comeequence of the oppression of the Zamindar of Malda 
they had removed their factory from that place to Mugdanpore whieh waa quile 
close to Malda but otiside the ZAnminidat's jurisdiction, The Zamindar reta- 
liated with an attempt fo step the English traile and whot wae worse, the re- 
moval of the factory angered the Nawab, The Engligh at Cassimbozar ap- 
plied to Jngat Seth Fateh Chand and be appears to have acted tm their belialf 
but withoot much snuecess for they reported ty Caloutta that “4s yet there is 
little hopes of Redress, Futtichund having refused te interpoze any farther in 
the English Durbar affairs." 

The Council at Caloutta met to consider these reports from Cassimbazar 
and resolved to seni soldiers to Mulda, ~ Ordered also,” the resolution ron- 
tintes, "that » letter be wrote to Futtichwnd (the Nabob's chief favourite) ta 
represent these dishonaurable and ileal pructices, which if he doze not pre- 





36. Ser Mutagherm, Vol. J, pp. 385, 372 Biysaws-ealatin, p: 322 Seoth's Decean, Vol. 
2p 319, Stewart, Hintory of Bengal, po 455, | 

% ‘Long's Unpoblished Reearila of Government, p. 77, 
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vail to liavé speedily remedied will be attended with the lughest resentment.*° 

Fateh Chand promised to render the Company all the service he could an: 
endeavoured to make good his promise with the result that he was rebuke hy 
the Naweb for his forwaniness 6n behalf of the English Nevertheless, in the 
weeke that followed the English tried every method to mince Fateh Chand ta 
represent their case to the Nawab but, as was to be expected woiler the emeun- 
stances, * without producing any good effect’ 42 In Ootiber the Zamindar of 
Molds died but the Government of Rajmalal lad been sent ageinat the factory 
with 400 horse and 300 gunmen and the Fiiglish pt Castimbazar applied to 
Fateh Chand for an order profiibiting this officer from molesting their people 
but they reported on the 22nd (etober that they liad nol been able to get any 
anewer from him. A week later when the Nawab'a forces ecized all those whin 
hai dealings with the English at Malda the chief of the Cassinibosar factory 
sent the English vakii to the Durbar to give the dnhai and-sent their broker to 
Fateh Chand “to represent the wojust treatment, (hat he may use his Interest 
with the Nabob not to persist there and thereby oblige us to have reeourse to 
cnr military force, which we should do tf he continoml ) iimpele our Ton’ ble 
Masters’ affairs." Again on the 28th November the Company's servants ot 
Cassimbesar reported that they hod onee more representel the state of alfaire 
at Mugdanpore to Fateh Chund “ whereof he took little notice. 

In truth the Nawab was inexorable an‘! all the ofieers of (he Durhar were 
aware of the fact, No one of them dared ow much as speak to any of the Eng- 
lish or their servants.459 Tn vain the Engileh defeated the forves sent mpainet 
Malia, in-vain they stopped all Muhammadan ships passing Fort William, Tn 
the meantime tletr trade in Bengal was being ruined. Dy the Srd January 
1724 they were obliged fo withdraw their factory from Malda “it not beige pos- 
sible to acoommoidate those differences on ony other terme af present.” 46 

During 1724 the English made many éndeavours to r-settle af Maldo, In 
June they wrote to the Nawab asking for permission to visit him on the subject 
and his answer waa conveyed to them by Jagat Seth Fateh Chand. After re- 
luting the reasons of the Nawab’s displeasure with the Englizh Fateh Chand 
informed them. that the Nawab would not admit their visit without a pay- 


Thiel. 
Conmltation, 16th September, 1723 
Consultation, Zand October, 1725. 
Coumltssfan, San 1723 
The Null parsiele in < Gentlemen of Mugdanpoor’y eine reeallad and not on 
officer of the Thirkar will speak to any ef our People" (Conaultstiun 2d December, 1733). 
4 Consnitation, Qh January, 1723-24 
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ment of Its. 5,000 and it they were desirous of resettling the factory at Malda 
they should havé lis permission to do 5) for Rs. 20,000 mare.47 

In 1725 the relutions between the Nawab and the English were better and 
when the Council at Cassimbazar informed him that their Chief, Moory Frank- 
lund, waa leaving for Caleutia ty become Governor of Fort William and wished 
to pay him a farewell visit “ he acquainted them hy Futtichundsaw, the person 
thit delivered their message, that his indisposition was so great that he could 
not eee-him but os he had always been so he should continue a friend to the 
English.748 

On the 28th Merch, 1726, the Company “ desire Futtychandsaw ty write to 
his Gomastah to supply oor Factory at Dacca with what money they shall 
want’? to which Fatell Chand replied that he had sent orders ti his gomastaly 
al Dacca lo supply the factory there with Tes 60,000.59 On the 29th beptember 
the Council at Dacoa report thuit “s general exchange of officers in the min! 
has heen a hindrnuce to their coinage yet they have kept their business going 
on by agreeing with Futtichund’s GomastahS! who has supplied them with Dis- 
mos rupees anil he is to receive (heir ¢ieras."55 

In December, 1720, another big dispute, in which Fateh Chand 
pluyed a prominent part, broke out between the Nowab and the Mnglisl, Ab- 
ul Rahim, one of the Nawab’s oficors,—a man who had acqmired an wwenvi- 
ahle notoriety throughout Bengal for lis ervel trentmont of these camindars 
wlio failed in their payments of ihe reyenueSt—suildenly demanded from the 
English an additional rent of Ra. 44,000 for their Catoutiy townsS3 anil followed 
tp his demand by seizing thelr vakil at Murshidabail and by threatening. to 
treat al) their merchants in a similar manner. 

The English looked to Tagut Seth Fateh Chand for aid as they hail done iu 
the former dispute. Tlie President wrote several letters assuring Jngat Seth 
Hint the English would never comply with the unjust demand made on (hem 
nnd hoped that he and the officers at the Durbar woulil accommodate the affair 
orl couse their vakil to be releused.56, 

Jagat Seth's interposition at this stage of the dispute was a matter of ex- 
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treme diffeulty, “The Caloutia towna formed a nar of the Nawab’s own  jagir, 
of which Abdul Rahim wns steward, and no one ai the Durbar dared to speak 
to the Nawab on bohalf of the English iva matter relating to hia own estates 5ST 
Besides the plain truth of the matter waa that the Nawab wanted money from 
the English and meant to get it Wheiler the money waa given by the Eng- 
lish i the form of additional rant for the land they held from him or onder 
some other name -was a matter of indifferenre to him. 

Abdul Rahim took farther measures to make the English comply with his 
demand, Some of their merchants at Murshidabad were arrestod, their broker, 
Kantn, was forced to take refuge in the factory ot Cassimbazar, while the rest 
of therr merchants ran away or hid themeelves to avoid betmg seized and put 
inte prison, In reply the English reealled (heir yakil from Hugli after he had 
first given the King's duhai in the most public manner and inaisfed on having 
Abdul Rahin’s unjust proceedings entered in all the newspapers®3 By bo 
doing they ensured the matter reaching the cara of the Emperor. They also re- 
solved to illow no ship belonging to anIndisn. merchant to pass Fort William. 
Abdul Rahim in turn redoubled his efforts to. capture every servant 
belonging to the Company ua well us every mierohatt who was suspected 
of having traded with the English. Tho vakil was rigorously confined and 
trented en cruelly that be begged the English at Cassimbazar to send him 
Ra, 12" which would procure him liberty to eat and eave his back for a day or 
two." 

So malters went on till the middle of February 1727, Then the Nawnb re- 
cerved a letter from the Governor of Iughi, forwarding » complaint from the 
owners of ships that they were being ruined and demanding that the customa 
they had pant should be refunded. Murshid Kuli Khan thereupon sent for 
Jagat Seth Fateh Chand who was now alle to assume the tole of mediator bet- 
ween the Nawab and the English. “Late Friday night lust,” wrote the soting 
chief of the Cassimbazar factory on Sunday, the 19th February, “the Nabob 
sent for Futtichundsaw and told him he heard he had near two Lack of rupees 
reaily to go to Hugly and asked him if he was not mad to venture such « large 
sum when the English were plundering boate and ships on the River and after 
some discourse asked if ony of the English were nt Cossimbuzar, to which he 
replied none of them had left the factory but their Chief was not yet arrived, 
though if le pleased he would send a Chubdar® for the Broker. The Nahob 








57, OCocnwultation, 2th Mavemter,. i7%, 
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seailat a said he ras hardly venture to oome, ‘oi ‘bid him renal his own 
Gomastali, who came and said Futtichund desired to spevk with Contoo; They 
did not think proper to send him, but wrote to Futtichand signifying they would 
not let hin go out of the Factory, tnless le would be bound for lis sate return, 
io which he returned answer he wanted to impart something of moment to (hens, 
and would send @ person proper i be trusted lo carry any message letween 
them. ‘What he has to propose they are entirely strangors to."S!. 

On (he 2let Tugot Seth sent his gomastah to the faotory: “Would the 
Knglish,” he aeked, “ make the Nawab o noztanah when their new thief, Mir. 
Stephens, arrived if the vakil ani the other prisonera were released anil ihe 
demand-relating to the towna given up? “‘Lhe Company's servants replied that 
they had positive orders from Caleutta not to treat on any terms -which-involved 
the payment of muney but at ihe same time if the Nawab were willing to make 
ap matters they did not know what the effect of the release of the prigoners 
would huve on the Presidentand his Council. Of one thing they were assured— 
ae long ag & man wos under confinement the Euglish would listen to no pro- 


posals.68 





Before instructions could arrive from Calontia the prisoners were scourg- 
ei) eo jnbumanly that they despaire of their lives if euch severe usage were f¢- 
pemted.65 Shortly afterwards, however, Edward Stephenson, the new chief yt 
Caseimbonur was ordered to ocquaint Jagat Seth thal the English would readily 
consent fo make the Nawab a handsome present provided that their vakil and 
morchants were released and the demand on the towns eutirely laid aside, 

Several conferences followed with Jagat Seth's pomastah “to whom,” 
wrote Mr. Stophenson, “we have represented our gricevanocos in the moat 
pathetick terme hoping thereby to influence Futtichindsaw 0 far in our 
favour a2 10 persuade him to undeweive the Nabob, in answer to which Futti- 
chund frankly owned we had reason on our side, but at the same time said 
that the Nabob before this unhappy ‘affair had heen remarkably favourabis 
lo mi Ai male use of several instances of the great privileges we enjoyed to 
indace us to comply with the Nabob’s demand, telling us he had epoke a great. 
deol in our favour; but found he (ihe Nawab) would never be brought to 
relinquiah all though he might remit some part, and at the same time hinted 
that for thirty thousand) rupees n perwanna might be obtained to prevent any 
like demand for (he future to which we replied we would advise the Chief, etc, 
in Culcutta thereof and then give an answer.” 

On receipt of this latter the Caloutta Council agreod to empower Stephen-- 
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son to offer the Nawnb fifteen or twenty thousand rupees on condition that 
he would permit them to re-settle fle fnolury at Malla, build:a new house at 
Dacca, and finish the house they were building at Hugli, for he was to nequaint 
the Nawab, they could not consent to vive away the money of their Honour- 
able Masters unless they obtained some benefit by so doing and it would be better 
their trade ehould be entirely stopped thay thet they alioulil tamely and ensily 
comply with every unjust and unreasonable demand made opon them. 

This concluded the matter, On the 14th March Stephenson informed 
the Council Unit the prisoners had been relensed “ which was brought about 
by means of Futtichumdsaw who prevailed with tho Nabob to give the people 
(heir freedom and assured litm you showd acknowledge it os w favour. We 
hope as Futtichmnd has given his word the Nabob should he matisfind you will 
for (he service and credit done us take care that le be no eniferer."% 

The Company received a parwanna from the Nawab that no demands of 
the kind would be made in future ood in May paid the Nawab Re, 20,000, & 

The English had been very anxious to en! thie dispute in onler to he 
free to take steps agains! the establishment of the Ostend Enst Indian Com- 
peny in Bengal. On the Ist April three ngenta of this Company had arrived 
at Murshidabad and petitioned the Nawab to wllow them to trade on the same 
footing as the Dutch and French. At the eame time as the Rs. 20,000 wns 
paid to the Nawab, the Ostenders, os they ore culled in the reeordde, hod gained 
over an important officer at the Durbar, “but,” wrofe Mr, Stephenson on 
the 7th May, "so long ad Futtichundeaw does nut espouse their interest 
(which we are promised he will wot) there is no fear of them obtaiying any 
grant from the Nabob.* By the 17th May the representatives of the Ostend 
Company liad visited the Nawab but this had cost them Re 30,000 “ whieh 
with the seventy thousand deposited: m Futtichund’s hands ts a pisheash Zor 
the King.” When they obtained a farmay from the Emperor they were te 
poy Ra. 60,000 more of which Its. 25,000 was to po to the Nawab and the 
remainder to the officers al the durbar who hod supported them,47 

On the 30th May Stephenson reported that “the Ostendors left Syadevai 
very much disgusted at the disappointment they have met with from the 
Government for notwithstanding they haye paid Ry, 125,000 they have nol 
‘been nble to-get bis Perwanna nor would they have had a Seerpaw had not 
Futtichunisaw concurred in order to get lie pole for seventy thousand gieca 
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rupees, deposited three years ago in his hands, which by this stratagem he 
hes done and loft them im the hreli.'8 

The note for Rs, 70,000 roust refer to the sum deposited with Jagat Seth 
as a. present for the Emperor and two corollaries follow from this, iret, it 
wus intended that the money shonld fall into the hands of the Nowah instead 
of the Emperor and second, Jagat Seth was octing in accordance with the 
withes of the Nawab and pot his own when he concurred in the matter men- 
tioned above. Jagat Seth was extremely tenacious of hia own interests 
and strongly opposed atry measures of fhe European nations in Bengal which 
conflicted with those interests, he fought them when they refused to pay 
money wlinh bo considered] his just due, but no evidence can be found in 
the English records or in the pages of historians that he ever, in the pleni- 
tude of his power, oxtorted money for himself or accepted a bribe in return 
for the many and great services ho rendered the English. This fact is ns 
honourable to the hearia of this family os it is extraordinary when the prac- 
tices of the age and Jagat Seth's exceptionable opportunities of profiting by 
them, are taken into consideration. 

A craving for revenge succeeded the feelings of disgust and disappoint- 
tent which filled the Ostenders on their departure from Cassimbacar. Ther 
made on altel on » ship Welonging to Muhammadan merchants and killed 
wmé of the Nawnh's subjects: The news of these events startled the Nawal 
und filled him with apprehension of greater mischief if the Ostenders were 
not speedily pacitied—perhaps, too, his conscience did not acquit bim of all 
responsibility for their conduct, Is immediately promised them a parwanne 
for their rade in Bengal and asked them to send ono of their party to receive 
i, The English had to struggle for some years before the Osteudéra were 
driven from Bengal,’ 

Thia was one of ihe last scts of Murshid Kuli Khan. Before the end of 
Juno he died and ws the date of hix death has been variqualy stated it is worth 
while to remove ali doubt inthis matter by quoting from the Bengal Consulta- 
tions dated Monduy, the Sed July, 1727 :—“ Yesterday we received_n: Letter 
from Edwd, Stephonaon Esqr. Chief &e. Council of Cossimbuxar Dated the 
NOth timo advising of the Nabob's Death and that Soufrage Uawn has 
weumed the athuinistrotion ood set strong Guarda over oll the preal 
Zamindnrs."* 

Two years before Murshid Kali Khon hod built a mosque at Katra, about 
a mils to the oust af hia palare and under the stairs leading up to its terrace, 
trodden every day by the feet of the faithful, le was buried: The mosque: 
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itself ia now in ruind The celle where anes seven hundred pious Mussulmen 
chanted the Roran, have vinished. But the tomb of the founder of Mur- 
sbidabad is still carefully (ended, It receives ite offerings of Howers, The 
Koran is read there. In the minds of men Murshid Kuli Khan is now the 
Zinda Pir, the ving saint, who protects them from cholera, | 

4. 

Tt had been the dearest wieh of Murshid Kuli Khon that bis grandson, 
Sarfarnz Khan, ehould succeed] him, Bout, o¢ we have seen, Sarfaraz Khan 
bad bo contend with » formidalle rival m the person of his father, Shays-ud- 
duula, who had married the daughter of Murshid Kuli Khan. Shnja-nd- 
daula formed his plana with the gresteat skill. His agents at Delhi won 
over the Empeéror to his side, THe despatched trusty men in small numbers 
and hy different roads to Murshidabad with ordere to be in readiness for his 
arrival He estahlished uw secret post between Cuttack and Delhi eo that he 
nught recetve the farman he expected from the Emperor as expeditiousiy 
as postible and also obtain authentic news from Murshidaliad. As the rainy 
season was approaching, when the reads would become impassable, he -col- 
lected @ vast number of boats and boatmen to convey lim and hia army to 
Murshidabsd: Aas goon as the news was brought that Murshid Kuly Khan had 
but # few days to live be left Cattack. In the neighbourhool of Midnapore 
he received the Experor’s farman oppointing him Governor of Bengal and 
pushed on for Murshidehad. On hie arrival in the city he proceeded at once 
to Murshid Koli Khan's hall of audience, caused his patent to be read, 
aseended the masnad and received the congratulations end customary offer- 
ings of the chief men. Sarfaraz Khan was at his country-sent near the city 
when the sound of the ketiledrame and other instruments of muse aunomoeil 
to his wetonished eare the presence of the new Nowab, [His courtiers and mili- 
tary officers whom he summoned m hnste were all of the oprnion ihut resiat- 
ance was neeless nnd recommended him to submit, Accordingly the young 
man “ left lis princely retinue behind: and taking only a few servants, lie ad- 
yanetd briskly; and whether he would or not, he kissed his father's feet, pre 
sented his nugur, congratulated him om his accession, and dropped every 
thought of dispute and contention.” Such is the account given in the Seir 
Mutaquermn. Another account states that Sarfaras Khon received more timely 
notice of hiv father’s approach ood marched out of Murshidabad (o. oppose 
him but his grandmother, Murshid Kuli Khan's widow, who had great in- 
Auence over him, induced him t» refrain from fighting and submit to his 
father.70 
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Accoriling to the Seip Mutayherin Fateh Chand had wished well to Slosja- 
id-lntla in hie efforte to become Nawab, As soon as Shuja-ud-daula 
ascended the masnad he mode Fateh Chan one of his confidedtial advisers. 
These are the only cluse we have to Fateh Chand’s conduct during these 
events. Obviously if Fateh Chand had openly supported Shuja-ud-laula he 
would have exposed himself to grave danger bat it seems legitimate to con- 
clude that he did not use his influence at Delhi iy favour of Sarfaras Kha 
and it lias been suggested before that this was probably the reason why all 
Murshid Kuli Khan’s efforts on behalf of bis grandson failed. ‘The point ts 
of some importance in the light of after evente. There was no question. of 
hereditary right involved so that there appearé to linve been no reasoy whi 
Fateh Chant] ehould have favoured (he father more than the son unless ho dis- 
trusted the character of the latter and his fitness for the government. 

In the astonishing success that had attended all the mensures of Shuja- 
tid-daula we can trace the workmanship of two able men who had alreaily 
aided thetr master (9 obtain « great reputation ne Governor of (rissa.7l These 
two men—Aljvard: Khan and Haji Ahmad—were brothers. Their mother was 
related to Shinja-ud-daula, Another (rusted servant who accompanied Shnja- 
td-taula to Murshidabad was Rai Alam (lund: He had been hia Diwan in 
Orissa ond though Sarfaraz Khan held the tile in Bengal mul Alam Chand 
was nominally Deputy Diwan in reality all the toil and responsibilities of thie 
alfine fell upen him. ‘These three men and Jagat Seth Tate Chanil were 
rolected by Shuja-ud-lawla to form -his Council.2 They became his chiet 
ministers and advieed him on all the measures of lia government. A yeur 
or two afterwards Alivard] Khan was made Governor of Behar but the remain- 
ing three may be looked upon ne the real rulers of Bengal until the death af 
Shi ja-id-dowla, 

One of the first acts of Shuja-nd-daula ss Nawab gare proof of hie 
humanity and love of justice; In the time of Murshid Kuli Khan torture mul 
imprisimment had been the lot of those gamindars who failed in the payment 
of the revonue that had been assessed wn their lauds. Shuje-nd-daula found 
many of them in prison when he became Nawab. Those who were innonent 
of froad were at once cet free. The rest liad to give a written promise that 
they would muke iheir payments regularly in future. Then they were given 
robes of honour according to their rank and dismissed to their homes with in. 
junctions to tranamit the rewnue through the agenoy of Jagat Seth Fateh 
Chand” Shnja-ad-daule had no renson to regret bis clemency, “ (heer and 
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above the profits of Jagirs and fees on warehouses and factories, he easly 
raised one kror and fifty Inks of rupees, which he remitted to the Imperial 
Treasury through the Banking Agency of Jagat Seth Fateh Chand.’"74 

i, 

During the Government nf Shaja-ud-dunlu a serious dispute arose hetwees 
the Company and Jagat Seth Fateh Chand: On the lath April, 1790, Jolin 
Stackhouse, the Chief of the factory #{ Cashubazar, and his Council, informed 
the President at Caleutta that their broker, Kantu, had abseonded and their 
trade was consequently at a stanilatill, that it was imposible to remedy iat. 
ters hy making contracta with their merchants direct for their broker owed 
Jagat Seth o large sum of money and he hed persunded the merchants to re- 
fuse to make any agreements with the Company until his debt was paid. 
Whether their broker returneil or not they saw no prospeet of carrying on 
their business unless Fateh Chand was catisfied.75 

A fow days Inter the broker was induced fs retorn and an exnmination 
was made into his accounts. It was found that he owed Jagat Beth and 
other merchants ts. 245,000 and wus responsible to the Company for Re. 
133,000 besides. To meet these liabilities he placed in the hands of the Com- 
Pany securities and property to the value of Rs. 272,000.76 

Jagat Seth sent a demand for the money owing to him by Kontt to 
Stackhouse who desired him “to permit a Company's servant to copy the 
noles and papers deposited in his hands by Kanto.” “ Whatever the deposited 
notes are,” replied Jagut Seth, “I lent the money to the Company. When 
you will promise to diacharge them I will produce them.” This statement de- 
fines the isene from Jagat Seth's point of viow. Ho had lent the money te 
Kantu as the Company’a agent, the money had bean applied by 
Kantu to the Company's business and Jagat Seth looked to the Company to 
make i good. This was confirmed by Rantu who, in being examined, stated 
that when be contracted for the whole amonut of the Company's investment 
for the year be had in bis possession proniissery noles peeeived from: sundry 
persons to the value of Re, 72,000 only but Fateb (hand lind “so much con- 
fidence in him that whatever eum he told him « note was for, he let hin 
have the money."77 Un the other hand the Company's servants argned that 
when they borrowed money they gave obligutions for it muler their own 
hands. | | | 

Failing to get eatistaction ut Cossimbazur Jagat Seth wrote w letter to the 





74. Eiyaso-e-aalatin, p. 280. 

75. Conaultation, 26th April, 1730. 
76. Coneultntion, 4th May, i730. 
77. Cobaultation th May, 1730. 


160 BE 





NGAL: PAST § PRESENT. 


President at Calcutta “the purport of which was that Contoo waa indebted 
to him Re. 216,000, on which affair be had aent hia feniastah Jabeendas to 
John Stackhouse Esgr, Chief of Cossimbuzar, with the account who told the 
Komastah that Ooutoo's accounts were made up wid sent to Caleutta and he 
would take care to poy him shorily: but he now observes within these twenty 
lays we have greatly deviated from our ustial honour and punctuality: how- 
ever aa ve have male up accounts with our romastoh Contoo, he doubts not 
we ore so well versed in mercautile affairs as to see him paid,"78 

Meanwhile Fateh Chand had submitted a proposal to the Chief at Casaim- 
hover, Let the Company, he said, give him a promissory note for the whole 
wmount of Kantn’s effects (Rs, 272,000) and ha would immediately advance the 
Conipany’s proportion, smounting to abont Re. 80,000 to them and also satiety 
the other ereditors of Kantu, By this-arrangement hie woul] Jose Rs, 50,000 
and to indemnify Lim ogainat thia lows Kantu was to give him ao note for that 
amount. Under no circumstances could the payment of this note he demunied 
of the Company, but it was to be paid by Kantu himaeld a4 soo ashe was able 
to do so. ‘To enable Kanitu to do this however, it was essential that le ahould 
continue to be the Company's broker and the arrangement would also bo pro- 
Hieble to the Company for they could atop the dasturi? Kantu pecsived from 
the merchunts-until the balance which would still be owing to the Company 
was paid off. Stackhouse replied that he had nn power to agree to Jaga 
Seth's terms and the Council at Culoutts ignored them.80 

Jagat Seth now appealed to the Nawab who ordered Haji Ahmad to see 
that he was paid, Guards were pilaced on the Company's vakil and when the 
English sont tim to Hnji Ahmad lo enquire why he proceeded “ wy roughly na 
Futtichund’s instigation" Haji Ahmed teplied “that Futtichund’s estate waa 
esteemed ay the King’s troasure and the Nubob waa resolved to see him satie- 
fied” He atrongiy advised the Engilah:to accommodate the matter to prevent 
an open rupture with the Nawab! 

A week later the Nowab was very angry will [Taji Ahmad beesuse he - 
had failed to pet the money, confined the English vakil, and declared that | 
the English must aatiafy Pateh Chand’s demands out of Rantu’s effects whic 
were in their hunds, All the arguments the Company’s servants could offer 
were ineffectual “the Mutsuddiea alleging he waa our servant and ws he 
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aha inkseen the debt we must be anewarnble for Ht; and . #utticlinnd says 
lie will stund to the Nabob's determination st all buznrds."82 

The President and Counei!l met on thé Sth June to consider these tidings 
and resolve! “thet we write to the Chief amd Counell of Cossimbazar ac- 
((iainting them we are willing to come inte any reasonable proposale and that 
if Puttichunid will pay or give security lor the Tlonourable Company’s propor- 
finn, we will deliver Contoo’s effects or be accountable for what they produce 
ti) him-but wa Contoo haa behaved himself iu so vile a muniner we cunnol In 
justice © sur Hon'ble Employers coutinue him in a post of so jreat trast, 
and at the some time send on Arisiliat® to the Nabob aud write o letter to 
Putticliuud desiring our businesy be to longer impeded." 

These letters were mot sent immediately os the Président oni Council 
were reluctanl (0 enter into the quarrel directly, They hoped that their people 
at Cassimbazar would be: able to induce Jagat Seth to tke o dividend of 
Kuntis estyte without insisting that Kantyu should be retained ov the Com- 
pany a broker. (0m the 1sth June, however, they heard that Taput Seth's 
komastal gave then no hope that his master would agree to this proposal os 
the dismissal of Kantu would mean the loss of a large aum of miney to him. 
They heard, loo, that two substantial merchants to whoni the poet of broker 
hud heen wifered in succession hind each refused to nceepi if giving aa their 
reason that it woukl be impossible to: earry on the Company's investment until 
the dispute with Fateh Chand was accomodated. In addition (o this they 
heard that the Nawskh was (hrewlening to pul pn entire stop to their trade un- 
less they satisfied Jagat Seth and the Company's servants at Daccn reported 
(hot the diapite was likely to stop afl their business at that place. 

The Council met on the 22nd and resolved to send the aradaat to the 
Nawah setting forth their grievances onl desiring that lie woul oblive Fateh 
Uhand to take only his proportion of ‘Kontu’s effects, that their vakil mipciit 
he relensod ond tliat they might be permitted to carry an their business aa 
fisnal. “Wo are sensible,” the resalufion went on to say, “if the Nabob 
ahould rejevt thie we shall then be abligeil tu come to’ quarrel und our busi- 
ness he slopped for some time which te the rewson we have hitherto, avoided 
it, hut finding we have no other way left hut thie or to comply with Futti- 
chood’s demand im econtinaing Conta aur broker, we have resolved on tle 
firat which we take to be the least evil of the two, for should-we admit af Cow- 
to's berg continued broker, he would always be subjeot to Futtichund as being 
greatly indebted to him, ani it’s very apporent to na that Futtivhund muat hove 
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some extraordinary views by being 4: strennods inchis behalf in which our 
Hon'ble Masters moy be preat sufferers in the end, though it is urged by Futti- 
Chund’s and Contou’s friends thal the intend of hia design to continue Contoo 
broker.is with view of paying in time ull his eveilitore with the destore of one 
rupes Hine ansis percent, i annually receives «il the merchants on the in- 
tesiment, to which we answer that the annual dustore which he is to repetre 
not at most amount ti mre than 120,000 rupees, which ow he is to be es 
ltomedl at the Durbar and the country around as our broker, he is Hbliged to 


live up to thet clidrueter pl Lhe pumorais family depending upon him will 


mike (hat ameant berely sufficient to defray his expenses xo thal ihe hopes 
given his creditors would be edtirély frustrated and our Hon. Masters’ effaire 
still pubjeet to the same inconveniences ae before and liable to be stopped on any 
creditor's complaining so that it wppears to us (hat Futlichund's view of jinpos- 


tne Contoo on ws for a broker ta to reimburse hinmell by some methods with the 


merchants in taking ue pay dewrer for oor ailk than ft muy be hought for by 
oilers which will be to the disadvantage of owe Hon. Masters.and our trade in 
genoral"35 

The arzdust war sent to the Nawab and w letter to Jagal Seth, The latier 
huving read his letter sent it hack without answer. ‘The Nuwab's reply to 
Governor Deane is the earliost extant doowmner with the exception of the En- 
peror’é farman, id which ihe title ol Jagat Sethie found. It ts appended ty 
the Bengal Comultation of the 6th July, 1700, and rims os follows =— 

“ Thave rovsived your Arindast by which Punderstand that when the Com- 
pany’ Ageuts here oevasion to borrow moiey, they always give obligations 
toler their hands, that your, broker Centon ai your factory ot Cosstmbesar ie 
indebted to several Merchants and (hat any complaint made by them to me 
Peons were pul on your Vackee! Russink Loll, 

Tugoutavnt hath eet forth that for these twelve years past lie has dealt with 


your fuctory at Cocdimbuzar by means of Contos to the umount of upwards of 


fifty Tonk ef Rupees and sooording to the custom of Merchants 
have (ete) always kept regular hooks by which books. it appears thers 
if a ballance due of Rupees 215,000 for which Sum Contoo has made ater 
Rupees 3,72,500 that is owing him by the Company's People; it i¢ well-known tin 
every one that the Europenns are upright and jnat, now if yuu are indebted ta 
duggulsest the aforemid Som 1 would have you pay it willont any Demur, but 
i there ia any impediment deliver Conton up here that the affair may be ended 
by arbitrators." 

&.. Cormsuliation, 22nd Jame, 1720. 
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‘The: Engtich now made strenuous euiearvurs lo wit friends amang the 
Nawal'sininisters, “A new patron” wee sooglit in thé person of ihe Nawab's 
son, Surfaraz.- Khon, to whom they presented w horse that he had ilevived for 
sete Lime wnd for which he had taaile at olfer of Hs M0 “They reminded Haji 
Alouud and Re) Alam Chand of the BASIONCeS iil Priendubip they liad given (he 
Company and expressed enrprite (hat with much powerfal friends they had not 
found more favour with the Nawab. But tlie twu ministers could give (hen 
no hope of support in the present disputes, “The Nawab,” they anid, “ hus 
scob o regard for Futtichund that it is out of our power lo serve you m opp 
sition to him” All they poulil ilo was to advise (he Englidh to: make up the dis- 
pte with Fateh Chand aswell as they could.& 

Meonwliile “two considernble sien of Marelitabad hail come forward as 
melintors and made proposals which, they cave the Company's servants ot Cyx- 
simbaver reason lo hope, would aecommmnlate matlers. “ Kantn’s assets,” they 
said, “are worth Re. 272,000, Let the Company reserve Te. 80,000 ue their aw 
share, then appoint o new broker and hand over 4 Us broker the remaining 
Rs, 192,000 to satisfy Fateh Chand andthe merchants.” Tn-forwarding the 
proposal to Caleutts the Company's eervaule at Cussibliazar desired the Presi- 
dent and Council to empower them to pot amend to their tedious dispute and 
wided “One thing they presume to offer (ieir opinion wn—that it will be of 
rery ill consequence if Contoo’s petition ia curried to the Dhurbar"3 

‘This petition of Kantu’s witioh was ene lose) jn Wie letier from Cussimbasar 
formed anew complication. Kantu seserted that a former chief of the Cassim- 
hazar factory, Mr, Stephenson, had extorted Jurgy suma of woney frou lim anil 
thut was the cause of hiainsolvency. Actorling to Kents the total amount ex- 
torted by: ‘Mr. Stephenson amounted to He. 175,000 voit his banian Lad Te, 7000) 
Lesules, “You are my masters,” He pleaded, what T toll you ie truth, his two 
banians Wurrykissen and Suddanand oan witnese this a» well aa their bouks: Tt 
is nol in six: months but in tlires years I lave tuen indone and being pressed in 
oredit E borrowed this money of Futtichund."® An engiiry wis mide loty (he 
matter whioli after languthing for some time was dropped. and no definite yito- 
Tonncement appears to have been made by the Company on Kuntt's assertions, 
They were probably correct, 

On the 2let July the Council met and decided to reject the propodals of the 
mediators. They argued thot Kanto exinte amioauted i wo more than 
Re. 272,000, therefnré, oe Kontu's debt ta them wus Es 135,000 0 leas af 
Ra. 55,000 would arise if the Company advanced He 192,000, Besides (his ar- 
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raogement anumed that Kanti's eiferis would) produce the sum Hey werr valu+ 
ed ot whoreas ‘ona very moderate oaloulation " n:losa of Ts, 50,000 should be 
allowed “on his balances at the anrungs and adventures abyoad.” Therefore 
the proposal “woalil give Contoo’s whole estate to Futtichund and. 
louve the Compony and the othor merchants to whom Contoo is indehted quite 
in the fureh.” % As the Companys servants at Cassimbazar pointed out, the 
Conner!) bod misumlersiood the proposal. The person to be appointe) as bro- 
her wae to satisfy both Fateh Chand and the other merchants with Rs. 192.000 
ind The 30,000 im full wis reserved for the Company, [tb was true that the 
Council would live to rin the risk that Kanth’s assets might not be realised in 
full but they had Kuntu’s positive assurances tho! Lis effects coull nol bring in 
lees thon they lail been valued al, | 

Moanwhile all parties al Murehidalod and Qassim ioxay swore unis ional y 
awaiting the Company's ilecision, The Company's servants at the latter place 
despatched another letter on the 24th wring the Council to-ecome jo some re- 
witioy concerning the dispute, 'Tleir affairs were in ati extremely unsettled 
‘ate, none of the Nawub's officers would espouse their cause, after mark persum- 
won ther merchants had ugreod to take bullion in payment of their eustomary 
nilvances bul the «ale of thie Iallion had been immediately stopped by Fateli 
Chon, Fateh Chand himself was **glao very uneasy th hewr the result of your 
(iterminaling,” Haji Alinad wae demanding from them every day 4 reply tis 
ihe Nuwab's letter wid the Nawab was full of anger ot the delay nnd wun threst- 
Cniug them with ile revenge if they refused to satisfy Foteh Chonl.3t 

With the urcival of the Council's decision the quarrel assumed w ore arule 
form, (0 We bth Aunt the Chief and Canned at Cassimbasar reported :— 
“They brave advised Futtohund that the mediators’ proposals hail been rejert - 
ot ond iit the ferm- formerly proposed were the only means left tu sutiaty 
iim to which he replied tn passion that he wanted not power to recover his whole 
‘lett and that wh should feel the @lfecta of Wis resenttent,”” Fora time, baw- 
bver, he hod ne heart to pursue the quarrel, “ Futtichund keeps lis. house,” 
proceeds the letter fum Cansimbaiar, “on uooontit of his son's denth, fn 
three or four days lie will appear abrond when should he persist in his unj tH 
vemand and the Governmont espouse his cause they desire te know if they ehall 
pul our formér orders in exeoution of withdrawing their factury."22- 

But heforn taking thin extreme menaure the English mude further attenipls. 
lo end the dispute The President lad replied ty the Nawah’s letter with the 
duly result, ax they heard on the 14th August, thut the Nawab insisted on Fateh 














9 ‘Conmulbation, 2ist July, FSD, 
G1. Consultations, 2iuh July, let August, 1720. 
82 Conniltation, 1s Auguat, 173) 


THE HOUSE OF JAGATSETH. 163 





Whand reesiving satisfaction “ esteoming his money the King’s ~ “anil threut- 
ened to atop ther Paton fleel On the 2lsit the Chief and Cotnenl at Cassim- 
lazer resolved.“ to send for the -merchanta and advise them to go ino body to 
Voltichuml! and endewvour to jeraunde him to take his proportion of Contoo’s 
effects, otherwise we shall quit our toctory, they will als» order the Duloy: to 
be given and the Nabob tnformed of their resolution aud Gf ihey receive an in- 
satisfactory answer they shall omke the best of their way to Calcutta leaving 
the factory to the charge of Harrykiesen their warehouse banian. VTlicy bearti- 
ly wish this proceeding may bring Futttchund to reason but if it fails they 
loiient their misfortune in finding all their endeavours (o aconmmodate this 
inhappy affair frustrated." This attempt was fruitless, and when: an-ap- 
plication mode on the Sud to the Diwan Ret Alam Chand, Haji Ahmad aul 
Jegat Seth received an unsatiafontiry poswer the English left the factory.95 

Inst. before they left the Nowah sent for the English vakil “ and paked 
hints why they wanted to go oway who told him the reasons for it, to which 
ie Nawab replied: Wuttichouid must bet satified, bit if they ooativued a reso- 
lution eo contrary to their inleresis, they might go if they plemsed and he will 
them, so ordered the vavkeel to be released.“ 

Un the 25rd the Company's servants arrivell at Quiddalore: Tfere they 
wert visited by Coja Owen, “a niled: Armenian,” woo desired them (u wait at 
Caddatore while he wend to Fateh Chand anil tried to bring abon! a settlonent- 
They saked the Council ) give them diseretionary power to make up the affair 
and decided to wait for the Council’s:anawer in order “ to prevent, if possible, 
the il consequences thal acoording to their opinion will movilably attend their 
gormg down to Caloutts for ns we are ussured by everybody if resentment is onr- 
rived 20 far the Geverninent will ome tone termes gaul they need not aay how 
much our Hon. Masters’ interests will be prejudiced thereby,” The Council, 
bowever, met on the 25th and etermined lo stand by their former resolution. 


On the 26th Mr; Hulsey, ane of the Company's servants uw) Cassin nsar, ar 
rived in Caleutta bringing freah proposals and on the 8th September John Stack- 
louse, the chief of the Casaimbazar factory, followed but whether secompanied 
by the rest of the English merchants is uncertain, That the Company derided 
lo offer new terme to Jagat Seth was probably due to his representations, On 
the Oth the Council met and agreed “ that Mr. John Stackhouse ete, Gentlemen 
iio get themselves realy to return to Cossimbuzsr ond thot they en- 
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deavour to carry on the Investment to the best of their power and in order to 
ratisty Futtichund they are ordered to offer him one hundred seven. thousand 
five hundred rupees four annas being eight anna’ per rupee on his debt aceord- 
ing to the most jast calewlation we can muke.of what Contoo's effecta will pro- 
dno, Agreed further that Coptoo be displaced and that Burradutt, ¢ substantial 
toerehant at Cossimbuzar who ia proposed by Mr. Stackhouse be appointed bro- 
ker in his room sinoé the Company's affairs catinot be carried on without Waving 
4 person fo act in that station," 

Before the end of September John Stackhouse and his party were back at 
Cussimbarar Jagat Seth Fatoh Chand seems to have held scornfully aloof anid 
madeno demand upon them for his money and so (he Company's servants ileois!- 
ti) not to mention the offer they were authorised to make te him until they re- 
ceived direotions from the Council todo vo Much Ww their surprise, however, 
Hurradutt declined fo be thetr broker and when, on the 3nd Ootober, they sent 
the English vakil to the Dutbar to make representations on the subject of (he 
(sientere they were told by Haji Ahmad (hat the matter could not be discus- 
cod till Pateh Cliend wae eatinfied.1% 

Negolivtions weve then entered npon with Fateh Chand and on the 22nd 
October the Chief and Conner) at Cacsimbaxur reported that they had finished 
the whwie with Fottichumd for ane hundred and thirty thonsand rupees which 
they hope will be agreeable and that the affair might be managed to the 
Hon'hile Company's credit it-was ended by a visit from Futtichund who pio- 
tnived (iv befriend thom on all o¢vasions and for the present bas undertaken 
fo procure them mmission to the Nabib and an order far the general eurrency 
of our usiness "10! 

Before this Jogat Seth led returned the promiaory notes Kenta had 
deposited in his hands and ulso given the Company an. acquittance, « transla- 
hon of which was appended to the Consultation of the 28th October, 1730, anil 
rune wa fellowes: — 

“FTugeuteeat do hereby declare that all Accounts between me and Cantos. 
the English Broker at Cossimbuzar are accomplished and fully discharged hy 
Mr. John Stackhouse Chief &cn Council at that Factory so that I have a0 


farther demands on the English Company o: Contoo their Broker This being 
their discharge. 

Dated 20th Oetober, 1730." 

Fateh Chand carried ont his promise at least in part. On the 61h Novem- 
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ber he infroduced Messra. Stackhouse and Tuseell (i te Nawab “ wlio receive] 
them with great civility and nasenred them of kis favour to the English on all 
occasions,” 12 





Lt ia difficult to Mame either af the purties to this quarrel, On the ove 
liamul Jegal Seth was convinced that in dealing with Kantu he was deating 
with the Company and so great waa his confidence ty the Company that [n Lis 
transactions with Kantu he even negledted the onlinary precautions of Nis 
profession, (mn the other Land it woe impossihle for Governor Deune 
{i aecept sespousilility fur money borrowal withonl bis exptes authority. 
Whether 1 was wise of Governor Deane to reject the proposal of the maidiators 
more Houliul, THe koew the power of Jagat Seth al Murslidahad, he wae 
aware of the services the banker hod already rendered the Company in the 
disputes that liad wrisen will) the Nawal, he had only tadurn back & few years 
to fad moorded in the minutes of tle meetings of his Council the hope of ilie 
Company's servants at Crasimbazar ihat he would take care that Jagat Sed) 
iid not suffer for his efforts on the Company's behalf and it must have been 
obvious to Lim that, in refusing {6 agree wiih hin adversary quickly andl 
carrying om the quarre! relentlessly to the hitter end, he was inflicting a severe 
loss on Jagat Seth whieh would sonkle in Wis mind and alienate him from the 
Company, If Governor Deane congratulated limself on getting out of the 
business theaply Le war to find thet, in reality, he lel male « bargain which 
was to cost the Company dear and end in bitter mortification to himeell. 
Jagat Seth lad for the present poqyuinasced in his loss, byt afier events showeil 
Hint he wow determine) that (he Company shoold make it good when o fayour- 
able opportunity arose and the opportunity presented itself with stertling 
rapidity. During the course of the quarrel Jagat Soth hod been pressing in 
his demands on the Dacca factory for the money owing In him there and the 

Company's servanis af Daccw had been oblige) ty «truw a hill of exchange on 
the President and Council at Calcutta io settle the wecount. The following 
extract from the Cash Account for January 1751 records the payment of this 
bill :— 

By Dacea Factory paid Futtichund Anunchund a Dill of Exchange draven 


by the Chief-and Council there ... . an» 8O,(M0 
Batta W"t"S pe... ‘si a. «4,20 
4 20 


Later in the same year there is evidence of the altered relation» between 
Jagat Seth ond the Company, On the Fit) May the Chief and Cownei) at 





102, Consubiation; Sth November, 1730. 


168: BENGAL: PAST § PRESENT. 


Sint ae wir in wail of money and compelled to write ty Caloutta for a 
eupply * Futtiohund not caring to tend any,” 1S 

Ja September Governor Deane was to Snil low unwiee he hod beew in 
alienating Jagat Seth and how useless the Company's “pew patron,” Rarfuraz 
Kliad, woe in tompariaonn With him, Oy the Qlal the Company's servants of 
Cgssimbazar reported jhat: “a very unlucky accident had happened which 
thew were afraid weld give (hew mae trouble,” A party of men ooniduct- 
mig boots luten with goals to Calentta had quarrelled with the guards at tie 
Chul of Barrigain on the Malia river, killed two of (hem nnd wounded o 
thin. One dead body was brought to Murshidabad “ and laid at the Naboh’s 
Heer.” The Nowuh aent for the Mngeliish ralal anid moo violent possio0 tolil 
him “that if the English were permitted to wel in such s manner and Lill dhe 
King’s subject of their pleasure he could not be easy m his Government” 
All endearwurs y pucify him were fruitless and the English ot Cassimbagnr 
feared thot the affeir would involve them im considerable expense.t0 

Within a fortnight the dispute had develuped into a general aliacl on 
Lin Company. The Company's servants were charged with abusing the pri- 
vViloges they eujoved wuder the farmian. of the Emperor Farruksiyur. I was 
alleged that thea Indion merhints were not content with proviling pooda 
ordered by the English but traded largely on their own account under per- 
mite obtained from the Company, The Company, besides, had not wpplied to 
ihe reigning Emporor for a confirmation of their farmen nor Led they made 
hi a preset, ‘Therefore, declared the Nawab, they would have to poy cus 
fome on all their trade from ihe hegmning of the Emperor's reign oid he bal 
recerrell an order from the Enperor te thal effeotto 

While the English were endeavouring to get o petitlon presented to the 
Newah by menue if Sarfaras Khow another unfortunate accident oorucred at 
Murelm. A sergeant and two soldiers in charge of boats quarrelled with the 
vurrd ot thul place with the resn}t that one sepoy was wounded while the 
cergeant was killed and his two soldiers, one severely wounded, were maile 
prisoners. Tho sergeant’s head waa cut off and sent to Murshidahad and the 
two nen were also sent there in chaing 10s 

(in the 20th Cetober the Chief ani] Council at Cassimbaxn reported thut 
in wpite of all their efforts to find ont some means of necommodating the dispute 
the officers at the Durbar were doily devising new measures to molest then, 
their vakil was refused admittance to the Nawab and when that servant of 
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the Company enquired of Haji Ahmad if a hiendsome present would procure 
him-an mterview Haji Alimad “ replied very shortly the order fram Court was 
uf too great cousequenre to he dispensed with for a trifle.” 

“They are well assured from several persons,” (he letter from Cussim- 
basar continued, “that Futtichund is at the bottom of this affair and they 
have too much reason to think that it cannot be made op without hie conewr- 
rence. Two ilays since they pent 4 message to him, desiring to know if he 
would be once more their friend and undertake tliei cause, le coldly anawered 
he would nob be their enemy anil at last said they might send a trusty servant 
to him, whom he would introduce to the Duan and chief mutsuddys but he 
could not speak -direeily to ihe Nubob ia our behalf having engaged to the 
cintrary.. In short they are given to understand that Futtichund | expects to 
be reimbursed for the loss he sustyineil by Contoo, though he will not ask jt, 
i when he will on every oovasion be a stickler against us, but if they satisty 
him in that they may be essured of a atuunch aod powerful friend. “This. 
cannot be done without a very great expense hut they believe there is no 
oleaper way left to acbommoiute wotters and (hey are ef an opinion, if they 
intend to prevent uns almolute rapture with the Government that the only safe 
method will be by Futtichund’s means syd if they do not seoure his Lriendalii Pe 
whatever lhey spend at the Darbar will not secure them from fresh insults.” 

The: President and Couneil were loth to adoiit that the fruita of the hard 
Wargain they liad driven with Fateh Chand had been brought home to them 
ia this startling fashion ond it was only élep hy step (lat the truth saa forced 
upon them “ Give Fateh Clianil hopes of making up hie loss by Kanto," they 
wrote to Cassitnbaser on the 2rd. Cetober. “and endeavour by that means to 
pet liim tu setommuodate the affair entirely, but do not offer anything till we 
know whether we can possibly consent to the demand.”17 

Before this letter reached Cassimbazar the Council received another letter 
from thence to the affect that the Nawab expeoted » present of a lac of rupees 
for the Emperor “ besides sometling for himself” and that if this were re- 
fused he would insist on the order from Court being carried out. ‘Then the 
Council went a stage furthor aod on the 251 October directed their servants at 
Cassimbazar “to jell Futtichond that they have 9 power to treat with him 
and 80 40 know from him the certwin demi! for finishing this affair and: while 
they are negotiating to acquaint ue what i4 is with all expedition. but to con- 
clude nothing without further orders ‘*106 

(a the 29th the Coaneil recerved « reply ta their letter of the 2rd in which 
the Company's servants at Cussimbazar stated * they have sent a inessuze {o 
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Futtichund desiring him very pressingly to Tet them know what gum would 
he sufficient! to accommodate nur dispute and. giving him hopes of satisfaction 
for himself in case he will be our staunch friend to which he replled—that 
whenever they shall be empowered (a treat he will tee all his interest with the 
Naboh to make op the affair as much in our fervour as poeihte, but till then 
he shall not be able fo do anything, ao that they are-etill in the same onecer- 
tamty they were before and they are well negnred that every day's delay, will 
wien the breach we well as yetard getting in the investment. So they hope 
we will immedintely come to some reeolution.” 

The Comnei! met on the S0th and resolved to permit John Stackhouse at 
Cossitilazar to offer Ts, 40,000 to the Nawab and Rs 5,000 to his Diwan for 
the confirmation af their privileges. Lf more were peremptorily tnaisted on 
he might inorease tlie offer by Ave or ten (quand rupees but go no farther. 
As for the onler from Court they believed it to he fictitious but should they he. 
obliged to give eomething to the Emperor Stackhouse waa to insist on. 4 ¢on- 
firmation of all their grante tinder the royal sen! 

Un the following day more serious news came from Cussimbazar. The 
Bagheh there had made daily wpplications to Jiigat Seth anid, as directed, 
given him hopes of sutisfaction for himeelf if he would unilertake their canse 
“bot le haw always given them the exme anewer uaat first,” Jagat Seth's 
clicf servant, Rupeband, however. had informed them that his master wonlid 
never, heartily rspouse. their interest till thee yuve lim ay obligation for 
Tis, 60,000 te be paid when the dispute had been accommoilated, “ Dalays 
will he of the tmest ill-consequence,” the Conueil were warned, “ if we intend 
to prevent a wor for the Nabob is alreaily ereaily irritated rnd begins to threaten 
that since the English are so stout he will try their oournge.” Finally the 
Council were urged (uo take into their serious consideration whether it would 
not he better to muke up the dispute af once, even at a great expense, than rou 
the risk of being brought to o shameful compliance in the end which wonld 
bw the inevitable consequenee " for the Nabob in very rash and hasty (far Tn- 
like Jnffercawn) not ot all regarding whut he does to obtain his ends let the 
country suiter ever eo mach by if’ | | -/ 

On the Int November another lntter arrived from Cassimbazar in which 
the Company's servants there stated that “ they had an anewer from Futtichund 
who far from complying with their request grows angry ond #ays they only 
dally with hint to no qrarpose, that we sre not disputing for o trifle hut the 
eecurity. of dur Phirmand which the Nahob ix about te deprive us of, and 
aulvising against farther delays.” Tho mmiy way out was to invest them with 
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power to finish the affair, All the hopes they bad placed in. Sarfaraz: Khan 
kil been disappointed aa they found he stood in qawe of his father. 

Therenpon the President and Council gave way untirely and agreed “ that 
we write the gentlemen af Coseimbaxar to nake os clieap a bargain as they can 
with Futtichund but whatever they gite him must be as an ncknowledgment 
of has gooil service in this affair aid nol as poyment of any demand or delit/7"10 

iin receipt of this order, Mr, Halsey, one of the fantors ot Cassumbazar, 
paid two vistts to Jagat Seth. “ The first tome little could be drown from him 
but at the next visit, whieh way livt night, he opened his mind more freely and 
sak! (hat matters being carried eo far they must not flatter themselves will 
lepes of getting over this aifair immediately becnuse it ie potunlly represented 
at Court, and that the Nabob has it not in his power to confirm owr privileges 
if they would give hin) ever so much money. Wherefore he advised them ox 
a friend that the best metbod they ean tuke will be to endenvour to get ull 
the guards removed and our peaple and gowle cleared by giving a present fo 
the Nubob which will also probably engage him to write to Court in our favour 
anil ofterwards to treat with him fora new Phirmaund which Futtichand 
said will be nbsclutely necessary for the future currency of our business and 
as for limself they may depend on all Kis nesistance.” The Company's ser- 
vonts at Cassimbeznr, however, informed tle Council that the sum necessary 
to conclude the offulr woul! far exceed that which they bad been empowered 
by them to affer. The Connoil met on the Sth November and agreed '' we 
find ourselvns wider an absolute nevessily to give (hem full power to make it 
up on the bes! terms they can,” 

With the assistance of Fateh Chand the English of Caesimbarar ascer- 
tained that the Nawnh's terms were # lukh of rupees for the Emperor and 
another lak for the Nawab. On payment of these sims the Nawab woul! 
permil their business to oon ae nena and would réepreeent thoir case to tho Fim 
peror ine favourable manner. “The sum demaniled is-very extravagant,” wrote 
the merchants at Cassimbazar, ' but considering the answers they hove hitherto 
received from the Nabob snd his Duan tending to nothing olse thew onr pune. 
tual compliance with the King’s orders or paying something equivalent (whieh 
would not be less than seven or eight lanok nf rupees) they intend to agree Lo it 
being persuaded they shall not be able to Beotere hetter jerme nor should they 
have had this offer but by Futtichund’s meona,’ 

On the 18th October the Chief and Cowneil at Consisabanst related how the 
dispute was finally settled: “To their great surprise.” they said, “a new diffi- 
culty was started by the Duan Allumeliand, who insisted on.them signing an 
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obligation to limit the number of the ships aud many other articles whick if 
they had agreeil lo would have heeo iy effect giving up almost all our privileges, 
So they were obliped to apply to Futtichund, who by his interest with the Duan 
unl other Mutswliys prevailed with (lem to drop most of their demands ppd 
sent a paper to them (the English) which he said they must agree to that the 
Nubob might have something to write to the King in Lis own vindication for 
clearing out business. M[owever they refused it, till he assured them that if they 
would not ommply our affairs would be embroiled more than ever so seeiny nv 
oiler rentedy left they at last consented, 

" They send ts a copy of the papur, which they sealed yesterday, in the pre- 
sonce of Futtichund who brouglit ii to them himself by the Nabob's arder, wilh 
Perwaunas for taking off the guards and at the delivery of them he desired us 
not to be unesay for that our Hon'ble Masters’ affairs would go on again ws ue- 
val anil nothing more by this was required than that we aliould not trade in Ben- 
ent salt, beetlenut, and other commodities trom. one part of the country to 
avtther and engrosa ony sort of goods to the prejudice of the King's subjects. 
Ho further told them they may depend on his best service in future, in which 
they beliove le is since having pow no emand upon them for old scores. They 
gave him» note for fifty thomend ropees for his good services according to our 
orders with which he seemod entirely satisfied. He hes been of signal uae in 
ile accommodation of this dispute for jastend of two laack of rupees they bafore 
advised of, tie hue finished it for one hundred and eighty thousand ineluding the 
Duan's end officers’ presenta which amount to no less than thirty thowsand so he 
hug saved for them what they have given him,"12 

During the remaining years of ihe government of Shuja-ml-dugla the Eng- 
lieh relied on the good servires of Jagat Seth in times of difiienliy, On the 30th 
April, 063, 0 letter from Cassimbazar relates that the English vakil ~ waited 
it Jigpdtvent (Ihe iret recorded instance of the wae of the title by the Company's 
servonta) in connection with the affairs of the Company who, after hearing 
what the vakil hod to say, went in fo the Nabob."S Tn July of the same year 
one of the Company's servants at Cassimbazur carried an arzdest from the Pres 
sident to Jagat Seth im order either to request him to deliver it to dhe Nawah 
or to pursué such other means of doing it as he ebonld advise them."14 In 
Tonuery, 170, when their broker was seixed the Enpliah immodintely deapateh- 
el their yakil with letters to Rai Alam Chnd, Haji Ahmad and Fateh: Chant 
“remonstrating and desiring their assistance in our behalf."6 Ty November, 
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1735, when Shuja-ud-daula followed the example of Marehid Kuli Khan and 
demanded a lorge sum of money aa ren for the Caloutta settlement the aid of 
dagat Seth waz someht to accommodate the matter. The conclusion of this dis- 
pulo was marked by a visit to the fnclory al Cossimboexar by Jagat Seth m the 
course of which “ he was not wanting im hie great professions for the interest of 
our Hon'ble Masters nor-we in aw occasional 16 and enitulle eddress tu so preat 
aman.” The payment of Ra 40,00 which ended the dispute was made to the 
Nawab through Tagut Seth and the Nawab's porwannas wore brought to the 
fuctory by Jagut Seth himwelf 117 | 

Tt-was during these years that a relation of Fateh Chand appeared at Mur- 
heidabad. This was Lulji, ihe son of Sadauanidl, who was a brother of Manik 
Chand. Kwajah Sarhad, who liad figured prominently in the Surman embassy, 
hail been promised, presumably im writing, a gratuity by the English if the em- 
bassy were suceessiul in obtaining.» farman from the Emperor:and on this se- 
curity he hod burrowed a laree sam of money from Saleneand, Absut the year 
1764 Kwojah Sarhed died and Lalji obiamed a letter from Court directing the 
Niveub ‘to see that (he debt waa peid by the English, FPuteli Clond naturally 
supported his ocusin and so, ton, «tid Haji Ahmad who was “glad of an oppor- 
portunity to oblige Puttichund” The Mugish lelil out for some lime against 
the demand) on the ground that Kwojah Sarhad had died creatly in debt to the 
Conipany but they were obliged to confess thet the Armionian was to Lave hod 
(he gratuity promieed him anil directed Mr. Braiityll, the chief of the Cossitm- 
bizir factory, ond his Couneil. “to compound thin matter with Futtiehund on 
the beat terms they ean, tuking care thal i dows not appewr to be given as his 
(Lalji's) due, but that we give thie monoy purely to oblige Futtichand.” On 
receipt nf these orders the English at Casainbagur sent (heir velil " to sound 
Futtichund's intentions in relation to Logeesaw (Lalji saho) and to try what 
would antisfy him without making the firvt offer on their parte and to let him 
know whatever sum was given on this occasion waa to please: him and that we by 
no means alloweil of Logessaw’s dlemunil to be just” The vakil: ld two eon- 
ferences with Fateh Chand at the second of which Lalji was present. “ Logee- 
saw said the whole was lia due but:that he waa willing tw abate two or three thon- 
sind rupees upon which Futtichund told him that the English would not have 
stoud out so long for eo trifling o sum ond desired him to propose something 
more reasonable. Logeesaw at length with great diffieulty agreed to accept of 
fifteen thousand ropers and quitted the room when Futtiahund advised the wu- 
queel to be eauy for two or three days, eo that they are in hopes it will be necom- 
modated for lees.” A few doys afterwards Fateh Chand sent for the vakil and 
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acquainted hittn that ho lis reduced ‘Lalji's demand to Ita. 16.000 and advised 





hin at the same time lo finish the affair promising to procure a full discharge 
from Lalji for his claim upon the Company. So the English at Oassimbaser 
wrote “it appearing to them that it will be impossible to make any further re- 
dnetion they thought proper to direct thie vacqueel to finish the affair whicli will 
cot in all wbout Hwelve thousand rupees, tut is, ten thousind to Lolgeesaw and 
two thousand to some of his friends whom we are under an absolute necessity 10 
oblige for their interest an this pecusinn./"U8 ; 

During the government of Shuja-ud-daula the English continued ta com- 
pain that Pete Chand would suifer nu one to bay etlver hut himself and that 
he fize) the price of silver anil rupees as he thought proper, In 1736 an order 
was issued by the Government redueing the value of Madras and Arcot pipees 
which the Englieh and French used in thoir transactions with Indian mer- 
chants ani! Fateh Chand was regarded oa“ (he elijef promoter of this order."U8 
Tt seem thal the revenues of the Murshidnbad mint kod fallon off greatly at 
thie time: and, according to Fatal) Chand, this was owing fo the fwect that the 
English were imyxrting less bullion than formerly and sending more of what 
they did import to Pato. Therefore he éeme tu have argue) -—Tistnrage 
(ie use of foreign money and the reenlt will be that the European nations will 
import more bition to be coined into Murshidabad rnpess and the aint will 
fiurish again, | | 

Tt i certainly true that the Enplish at Cacsimbaxur reported to the Coun- 
oil at Calouttn Uhot tle best methed of inducing Fateh Chand to support them 
in the eflorte they wore making to get the order reacindeil was to sell him a quan- 
tity of bullion. Fifty chests of treasure were, aocortingly, sent to Cossim- 
bagar.and mm ihe 28th December, 1736, the English at Cassimbazar wrote “ they 
sont the wacqueel 1 offer Futtichund (lio silver (hey lad then received and at 
the same time to imtéercede with him forhis interest to get the great loss of batty 
on Modros rupees taken off, who repliod as follows; he could not at present take 
our nilver bit desired we would keep it a little while in the factory and he would 
lot us know when it suited hie convenisncy; As to the hatta of Moderns 
rupees he anid it-waa not 9 proper time do spply to the Nawab to have it taken 
aff immediately hui he hoped to affect it in a month and withel sent them word 
not to ho uneasy for that Hf in the interim they should have occasions for 
four or five lasck of rupees for the Compuny's use he would odvanes it for 4 
month ior two without interest.” 

The English merchants «i Cassimbazar fond out later that twelve af (he 
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chests: were filled with aries rupees ond ne they had represented to Fateh 
bare that they were all full of bullion this cnused them some anxiety for they 

o “though he (Fateh Chand) seems inelinable at present Uy be our friend 
thas are apprehensive should he find (hem short im the quantity of silver it may 
make him think they have imposed upon him and of oourse disgust him, which 
a2 affairs now stand may be stiended with il] consequence anil they must request 
us to send aa much bullion os will make gp the full quantity,” The Couneil wt 
Calentta hal no more Wollion hut sent to Madras for a supply! and in April 
1737 twelve more cheste arrived! at Cassimbozar. Meanwhile in February the 
bullion at Cossimbazar had been aold to Fateh Chand “who allowed 2003 for 
24() sicoa weight the new Pillar Dollury and the Mexico at 206)" 

In May 1737 the Company sold 23 chests of treasure to Fatel Chand!= 
but later in the year there wna again no appearanes of business m the Mint"15 
The decrease in the revenue wee co serions that the Diwan Roi Alam Chand was 
fooking into the matter, TH called the English wakil te Lim in private and 
asked him to procures roturn of the magqunt of bullion imported by the English 
in the last years of (he government of Murshid Kuli Khan and aleo during the 
period 1734 to 1736. and the amount of thie that had been sent to Patna. The 
vali) tried lo evade the request and, finding this wneanocestful, urged the danger 
of offending Fateh Chand. Rai Alam Chand replied that he would take cave 
the English received no injury ond would convince Fateh Chand that they were 
forced to comply with hie request, “Futtichund likewise met the Vacqueel 
‘al told Lim, lie knew tho necessity we were under of obliging ANlumoliund and 
advised him by all means to dy it." The acrounts were cent in September ani 
the Diwan seemed well pleased with them. | 

Some of these incidents would lead one tu suspect thal wn intigue wes go-. 
ing on behind the scenes aimed af Futeh Chanel’s monepely of Wie mint As for 
hack as April when the English vakil went to-xee Fateh Chand in oonneotion 
with Lulji's affair and took the opportunity ul mentioning the loss the Euglish 
were suffering from the order relating to Madras rupees * Puttichund told him, 
thut if affected himeel! as much ws snybody and thut the order was originally 
levelled at him. by the means of Chainray, Allumehnndl's Diwan (*) whe repre- 
sénted there wae a great deficienoy im the revenue of the Mint nveasinned by the 
want of bullion to com and that he (Futtichund) had made several allempls do 
pet the order revoked but im vain, that it must be a work of time and it would 
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be ‘our best way not to stir in it%25 Perhaps the clue to the puzzle is to he 


found in the-fact that at the emi. of tlie yeu the Prenoh hal sueeosded in oblain- 
me a promise of 4 annal for the use of the mint at a opst of Rs: 60,000 and by 
«1 doing had incurred the bitter enmity of Jagat Seth 126 | 

All through 1757 the English were trying to get (he order remaved but so 
fay were they from oblaining any siceess that a duty wae imposed on all Madt- 
tus and Arcot rupees coming into Bengal. They considered] the French respon- 
sible for the issud of this order as they had been importing # large quantity of 
Arcot rupes into Bengal. Their utmost endeavour,” ‘the Chief and Council 
nt Cassimbazar wrote in Uclober, ” have not heen wanting to get the order for 
lnying wn additional hatta on Madras rupees suppressed, béing ‘sensible how 
great an encroscliment it 4 on our Honble Masters’ phirmaund, Int that order 
Arcot rupees into Beagal’ “Their wtmost endeavour,” ihe Chief amt Qounei] 
my} it seems impracticable (o do wnything iy the weir Wl} they have accommo- 
duled their disputes in regard to the Arcot rupees they have imported on all of 
which the Government demand ¢ustim fn be immediately paid notwithstanding 
ley are coined in ime of the King's mints: “127 ‘The French cleared their rupees 
ofenetoms m December and in the sume month obtained & promise of 9 eanad for 
coming their Arcot rupees Al Murshidabmd mint as has heen already stated. 


Meanwhile in September 1737 ihe Tndiiw merelionts tradmg with the Eng- 
lish had complaived tat Jagat Seth would take Murshidahad sfecas only in 
payment of the money ther had borrowed fram him or if they repaid their loans 
in other kinds of rupees they were accepted ot a heavy iliscount with a conse; 
quent proportionate loss to them? and se when the Raplixh informed them in 
March 1785 that they expectei! then (a take a part in? the eum due to them in 
Alwlina rupees the merchants objented-stating that ™ they shoul)! be great suffer- 
era in it for the Government would oblige them ty pay a daty of two nod a half 
percont. anil they aheuld be ato farther lose in putting thers off” “pon this,” 
wrote the Chiof and Council at Caasim bagi, ™ we lireeted the broker to wait on 
Futtichund anil sequint hin with this hardship and to sallcit his inleres| fine 
the currency of them again: Hy told the Woker the French had heen the sole 
cocasion of our complaint by agreeing to pay accustom on Madras onl Arent 
ripees, that it wae not in his power to be of ony service to us he himeelf not 
being exempted from this eustom but that he wns willing to toke them at the 
tale of 100) Madras mipees for 100 stocas which was half per cent. mere than we 
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could put them off foranywhere elee.” Even then the English would have in- 
curred o loss and ap the Madras rirpees were returned to Calruttat 

Therenpon the President wrote on aradast to the Nawab declaring that the 
lindrance placed on tho currency of their Madras rupees was an infringement 
of one of the principal articles of the farman granted by the Emperor Parrukh- 
sivar.' The aredast was cent to Cassimbazar to be delivered to the Nawab 
hut the Company's servants at that place, before delivering it, thought is neces 
sary to sound Rai Alam Chand and Fateh Chand on the matter.4! Fateh 
Chand promised hie assistance but was douhifol whether the aredast would lo 
any good. ‘This proved true for when it was delivered to the Nawab through 
Fateh Chand and Rai Alam Chand the Chief and Council at Cussimbagar re- 
ported on the 19th April 1735 “ the answer i our request cannot be granted, the 
duty on foreign rupees having heen ordered from Court on account of the great 
deficiences in the revenues of the mint and that it affected all the merchants in 
the country in common with os."2> 

The records contain several references lo commercial transactions between. 
the Company and Jagat Seth during the government of Shuja-ud-iaula, (mn 
ihe 22nd) May 1732 the Cowneil resolved to procure a letter of eredit for 
Rs. 150,000 on Jagat Seth's ixotory at Patna for the -bonefit of their servants 
there 4 Op the 14th December 1792 the English ot Casatmbagar were order- 
a} to give Jagat Seth the preference when they borrowed money in future and 
(hese orders were repeated in 1736.15 On the drd March the Company's ser- 
vents at Comsimborar wrote that “They have taken up two hunired thousand 
rupdes of Fattiolinnd to carry on theit business and shall give him the prefer- 
enre oe we direet by horrowing what more they sliall have ocension for of 
itw.135 Cn the Ith June the Conneil received a letter from Cassimbaxur 
“inelosing a Bill of Exchange of Futtichund fortwo bundted and forty thousead 
sincas which is accepted” and on the 2nd March, 1738, the Company's servmits at 
Coxsimbaxar borrowed Rs. 150,000137 On the 16th November 1738 a trausac- 
tion of a different nature ts recorded. “ Futtichund by his Gamastah desires we 
will let him have sixty six pieces of red brondeloth and sixty six pieeea of green 
ditto and we not having sufficient in the warehouse of ye popinjay. 
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" Apreed that we write to the gentlemen at Patna to deliver to his Gomasinh 
there seven bales of the green broadvloth:.anil to debit Acommmt Ourrent Uuleutia 
for the same at fifty rupees per piece he heing th account with ws dor the 
amognt."13 The Company's servants a! Mytnu declared thet Jagat Seth's go- 
mistal trefled wit them wotil the browdeloth had heer disposed of to better ad- 
vantage elsewhoret5? “They are sorry,” they wroteon the 27th February 
1739," Futtieclund was disappointed in the broad-eloth but it was entirely his 
gomastah’s fanit und as affeire stand perhaps Futticlund may not by displeased 
at iI This is perhape an allusion to (he luet illness of the Nawab whose 
death was reported to the Council at Calcutta in a letter from Coasimbazer dated 
the 1th Mareh, 1739.04 | 

Shnja-ud-duule was Nawob of Bengal for about twelve years. On his 
deathbed he recognise] his son, Sarfarnz Khan, ws his stecessar, earnestly ex- 
lorting to place his confidence in Haji Almuad, the Rai Taian Alam Chand anil 
Jagat Seth Foteh Chand as be himself had Hone, 142 

Without presenting Shuja-nd-daule ass faultless character historians agree 
in praising him for his benignity of temper, his liberality, and impartial diste:- 
bution. of justice. He was no respecter of persons,“ the fearful sparriw certiin 
of fiding in his bosom a shelter against the hawk's pursuit, flew towards him 
with o perfect reliance on. his goodness."145. Tn the midst of Malentiainvasians 
and the convulsions whieh followed mien Jouked back to his timeagan golden age 
when Bengal really merited the title of * Paradise of Provinves” whieh it had 
recerved m former times, Bit id de equally true that Nawah Shuja-nd-daula 
war fond of esse und pleasure. $t waa upon his Council rather than upon hitn 
that the real burden of the government lay!4 and the testimony of historians to 
(he general prosperity of the province is also a testimony to the wertts and whi- 
lities of Haji Alimad, the Itoi Reian Alam Chand and Jagat Seth Fateh Chand. 

0. 
Sarfurat Khan became Nawnh without opposition at the beginning 
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Maret, 1739 and, paying heed to the last injunetion of his father, chose us lis 
chief ministers Taji Al), the Rai Ratan Alam Chond and Jagat Seth 
Fateh-Chand—the three men to whore had been entrusted the absdlate aduiinis- 
tration (if nffaira under the late government. 

Dark days had descentled pon the Mughal Empire. Nadir Shali, the Per- 
ait King, hal eacked Delhi and ihe Kmperor was-hie captive. Before the end 
of March Sarfaras Khao receive onlers from Delhi to proclaim Nadir Shalt 
Emperor at Murshidabad, to coin rupees in his name, and to keep the province 
qitiet until the receipt of further orders.1*5 

So the first rupees of Sarfaraz Khan were comed with the name of Nailir 
Shah imeeribed upon them as ihe reigning Eniperor. Under ordinary creoms- 
tances these-rupees would have been superior im value to any passing curren! jo 
Bengal bat in theaz unsettled tines the Nudir Shab rupees at once fell to the 
level of Arcot rupees which were inferior in value to Maxtras rupees. Men who 
lind thon were anxious to get Til of them and so when the Engliah merchants at 
Cossimbazar went to Fateh Chand for money he refused to lend any unless they 
would tuke Nudir Shaul ropees whereupon the Council at Caleutta directed them 
to borrow alsewhere, “We cunnét think it proper,” they wrote, “ lo take Sha 
Wadar’s Sicoas at the rate Futtichund offers them the loes being so very consi~ 
derahlo,"46 7 

When, «i the end of May, tidings came to Murshidabad that the Persian 
King had lefi Delhi and wae returning to ie own country the Government or- 
dered the Nadir Shah scale to be broken and new ones to be made in tlre 
name of the old Emperor, Mohammad ShalJ47 Jagat Sethi, liowever, does ovt 
appear to have got rid of all his Nadir Shah rmpees at the end of July for on 
fhe 30th, when the Council wished (o send bills of exchange for 10,000 sicea 
rupees to Dacca and applied to Jagat Seth's gomastah in Calcutta for the money, 
the gomaileh informed the Couned thet he could not give them Inlls for the 
new siccat of Muhammol Shah without particular orders from: his principals at 
Mourwhidahad The gomastah wrote to Murshidahad and « favourable answer 
woe tecerved from thence for we find in the records under dat the Ini August 
thet “ Futtiohund’s gomastah laid before the Bourd o Bill of Exchange on his 
house of Dacca for me bunired thousand aicea rupees of the twenty second year 
dated the Ist instant and payable twenty one days ufter date to the Chief &ca 
(Council there, Agreed that we immediately inclose it fo the Gentlemen at 
Dacca for the supply of their factory and that we give a note at interest for the 
same to Futtichund payable ty him or order open demand,” On the 6th Decem- 
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ber" Futtichund’s Gamastah demanding payment of our note to him for one 
hundred thousand ropees with the interest due thereem and deatrmg that part 
af itmay be paid in bullion Agreed that the President do pay the same and that 
five chests of bullion be delivered out of the Treasury towanle iliscliarging it in 
the manner Futticlund desires "HS 

On the 24th March, 1740 the merchants at Deora were again calling for 
money end (he Conn) at Caleutta resolved to bocrmw two lakhs to supply their 
own wints- and those of the factory at Dacca, In accordance with this resilu- 
lion they place on recon! under date the 7th April “ We took mp al interest of 
Jiggutecat Futtichunl Anunchund one hundred twenty ono thousand sicen 
ripess [poca rupees 121100) aul gave our note for the same dated the Sth ins- 
fant (he money being then received into cash payable on demand with ono per 
cell, per mensem premium thereo whieh eum completes the two laack agreed 
ty he taken up-at interest.” In the previous year thetactory at Patna also had 
borrowed Its: 26,000 of Jagat Betli’s agout aud given a bill of exchange drown 
ou (he President and Council a} Caloutta-and “ payable forty days after date to 
Juggut Seat Fattichund Ananchand or order in Culoutta.” The bill wus pail 
on the 30th Pily.'43 

Daring the last years of Shuja-ud-daula’s government Taji Almad, whose 
brother, Aliyanti Khan, liad made himself independent Nawab of Behar, hod 
grown more wad more powerful at Murshidabad and had used hin power to ex- 
fort money from the Englieh, Ifé was now Sarfaraz Khan's “Prime Minister 
wil great favourite "tS and continued ‘hie attempts to extort money from the 
English. In May 1739 he demanded a large sum on the exouse that the Eng- 
lish required # new farman to legalise their trade in Bengal. The Company's 
servants at Cassimbozor used theiy best endeavours to induce Haji Ahmad to 
lower Nis demand “and got Futtichund to make him o visit who eaid as much 
ve he contd on our belinlf whieh way of groat service und mails Haodjee come 
Jiws tem thousand topees which Futtichund acquainted them of anil advised 
them to make up the olfsirdirectly wince o delay would only dixgast Hadjee the 
mor and muke him wel the Nahob to trouble ns. Huadjee also told their va- 
queel that if they dil oot make up the affair immediately he would raise his ile- 
mands.” The Company, therefore, ihvught it adviaable to pay this sum.t5! 

In October 1759 Hoji Ahmar notified to the three Buropean nations in 
Kengal that Sarfurar Khon lod beer confirmed Nawab of the three provinces 
wil expected the wiley present from them on the occasion, The English 
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Proposed to give the Nawab the same amount they had given his father but 
Haj: Alimad pointed out that the Nawab lie) been put to ural expense in. bir- 
ig forves to keep the country quiet and as they had reupod the benefit of this 
he expected them ti heir a proportion of the expense by making their present 
larger, Hs. 10/000 was the sum demanded with presents in addition for the 
Diwan and other officers. Besides this visit was (lue from the new ebicf of 
the Cassimbaziir factory and this meant further present. “They have 
been endeavouring some time to reduce theea demands,” the English at Cussin- 
basar wrote om the i4th February, 1740, “but huve not been able to do it co 
hope we will permit them to finish it a» Futtichund and Allumwhund pdviso 
them to make the visit directly.” The Council at Calcutta authorised them ti 
arrange for the present and visit to the Nawab on the terma mentioned if they 
could nol reduce them lower and on the 2nd March Mr. Eyre, the new chief at 
Cassimbazar, visited the Nawab. 

For more than a month after this the letters from Cassimbazar deal sole- 
ly with the price of silk and vther details of the Company's trade and then, 
without # word of warning, without # word of explanation of the reasona for ii, 
we find thet a revolution isin progress, Alivardi Khan hes invaded Bengal and 
arrived ot Monghyr.. Turning to the Persian historians we learn that discord 
hail risen between the Nawab anid liis minisiers with the réault that within 
fitieen months after the accession of Sarfarax Khan the semi-regal viceroyalty 
of Bengal had passed from the honse of Murshid Kuli Khan for ever. 

Vs 

The main facts in connection with this revolution are sufficiently clear, 
Haji Ahmad, the Rai Haion Alam Vhand and Jagat Seth Fotel Chond calla 
it Mivanli Khan from Behar Alivardi Khan isvyaded Bengal, Sarfaraz Khan 
was Killed in the battle that followed on Alivardi Khan heeame Nawab, But 
ditticulties arise na soon as we attempt ly pet « clear idea of the causes of the 
revolution and the motives of the chief actors in it, Even the actual progress 
of events is rendered perplexing by conflletiig authorities. The charneter of 
Sarfaraz Khon js the subject of the most trreconcilable statements: Accord- 
mg to some historians he wes q ruler not welike our own Edward the Cotfe- 
sor, gecording to others he was-a hardened debauchee, A consideration of ihia 
matter will illustrate the difficulties confronting « writer who laa to deal with 
this period of the history of Bengal anit will, ot the same time, have a direct 
bearing on the story of the life of Futeh Chand, for Serfaras Khan was alleged 
to have brought dishonour on his family Tf Sarfaraz Khon was o man of un- 
hlemished moral character we aliall be dispowed to diseradit (he charge. Lf, on 
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the other hand, we come to (he conelwsioy (hat Serfarte Klin was aman sunk 
in sensuality we shall be disposed to credit it, 

According to the Serr Mutaghorin Sarfarsz Khun “ proved to be only a 
pious man addicted to the practices of devotion, nnd extremely reguler in bis 
stated prayers, he fasted three full months beaides the bleesed month of the 
Ramazan, and was serupulous in the discharge of the several duties preseribed 
thronghout the year; but at the same time he proved greatly deficient in the 
keenness' of discernment, and that extent of wind, so indispensably necessary 
in a sovereign Ponce: his sou! wholly engrossed by those little practices of re- 
ligion, did oot poy w sufficient attention to the affairs of stote, und did not reach 
to those niceties ond those qualifientions *o necesenry in a mon of his station 
anil rank."155 So might some sarcastic thane of Earl Giodwim lave spoken wf 
Evlward the Confessor ‘The Riyazgd-alatin «xyes thot ‘Sarforne 
Khan “consecrated hie life to winning the henria’ of people ond 
nlso gought for help and blessings from sainiy and hermits" Buswif Ali 
Khan, who strove to show that it was necessity and eelf-defones that forced Alt 
vandi Khan to depue Sarfarae Khan soya “ Sorfaran Khan was a prince: of @x- 
emplary virtue: for though he possessed every ineitement to voluptuousness in 
ailidition to the peeson of youth, vot hewee nol mdilicted to senenal enjoyment + 
und during his short government, in the course of which I waa constantly with 
him, [ never beheld in hie conduel even a tendency towards a vicious Action. 
But, alas! he was ignorant of the urts of poliny, and possessed: not an addrese 
or manners to concilinte the world, eo that he became a prey ty the machinations 
of hie enemies,” 15 





Sarfarat Khan had 9 very different repulation among the servants of the 
Rast Indie Company. Acrording te Holwell “ Independant power only in- 
craised the bad qualities, which had already taken too deep possession of Suff- 
ruuz Khan: his exesseas in epiritnous liquors and women, were heyonil oontrou! 
ani! ¢xansple ; his insnlence and impotnosity of temper became mntolernble to all 
about him: bis principal afficera werg trented with insults and indignities, "156 - 
Serafton declares that Sarfaraz Khan “ indulged in excessive debaunhory even 
to that degree ns to disorder his faculties; soon rendered Limuelf odious to lis 
people, and loi the wlfections of those who might have supported him.'"15? 
(\irme says that he was “na mom. of mean. abilities, and governed only by lits 











Geir Motuyuesin, Vol. 1, p 3 

p. aon 

Quoted in Soott's Histary of Dakkan so (1794), Vol. TE, p. ALB. 
Hatwell's Taterssting Historienl Rrenta (1776), Para 1, p. 7h 

Screfion, Reflections on ihe Goverument, ete of Indostan (1763), p. 36. 


SRR Ee 


THE HOUSE OF JAGATSETH. 183 


vices.” His protligacy “ Increased with the meuns of indulgence: andl his de 
haucheries went {o au excees tial disordered his understanding." 

There iy one scrap of evidence which, ot first sight , seams to support the 
unfavourable view of the cliaracter of Sarfaroz Khan. He possessed] enormius 
weulth—the acoumulated hounle of his father und grandfather. All of this 
wns seized by Alivard) Khon, Bot some of the possestions of Surfaraz Blinn 
ind no attraction for Alivardi Klan, The latter prided himself on the fact 
that be had only one wife and was faithful to her. ates “ Bayi Abnwil 
snd hia sone andl relations possessed themselves of Sarfaraz Khan's fifteen lhun- 
dred pretty female dependants and alaves“!% Tt wowld, however, be unjust lo 
discredit tle teatimony of Kusuif Aly Khan on this evidence. All writers agree 
that Sarfaraz Khan’a father wae a voluptuary. Holwell asserts that Haj) Al- 
tin! ransacked the provineos to obtain for liis master, regardless of coat, the 
most beantiful women thai could be procured, and nuver appeered al the Ne- 
wab’s evening levee" without something of this kind in his hand, "16 b- 
vioudy among the pesessions thet Shoja-wd-daula left lo his son wos o luge 
seraylio. The author of the Riyesu-s-salntin, from whom the shove quatation 
has been made, probably intemled to convey this view for le expressly states 
that the treasures which Alivardi Khan confiscated wer the hoarls of past Na- 
zime. Othtrwiae be has been guilty of strange forgetfulness. (ne of his au- 
thoriliea was an anonymous Persian historian who had written » history of Ben- 
gai at the wish of Governor Vansittart, A few popes before he lind followed 
this authority very closely—troquently using the sume wordy—np to the point 
where he found the story (hot Sarfarar Khan had a harem of 1500 women in 
whose company he-spent hie time to the total neglect of all alfsire Mere he 
stopped short, rejected the words of his authority, and substituted the stute- 
ment quoted oma preceding page 16! 

As thereia no possibility of reconciling the irreconcilable -we hare tu e Linea 
between le two opposite views of the character of Surfarae Khan. On ome 
eide Eusuff Ali Khan speaks from personal knowledge. The author of the Seir 
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Miitagherin was also iu an exceptional position to leara the truth, Mla mother 
wai # relation of Alivandi Khan and his futher held an important post in his 
service. He himself wus intimately acquainted with ull the prominéeut men of 
the time. If we suy that the farmer iv puiity of deliberate falsehood and ihe 
lutter of suppressing the truth we are led into this posttion—that two apoly- 
gists of Alivardi Kiun deliberately and falsely wenkened their case by praising 
Alivanl Khan's ailversary.. (Cm the othor aide-wn have Cirme who wrole it 
Modras and obtained hie information aljont Bengal from correspondents: 
Serufton arrived in Bengal some years after the death of Sarfaras Khan ani| 
epent the early yeurs of his service at Dacea. Holwell states that he was in 
western Bengal 4 early as 1733 and wrote the first draft nf Dis history in 
W5022 Tis testimony would fire great weight if it could be relied on but 
unfortunately we coy never be stire when, he is telling the truth. The Bonga] 
Consultations contum nothing derogutoyy tw the ¢huracter of Sarfarne Khan 
und contain the positive fact that the Company's servants made great effarle 
lo secure hie friendship, 

This leada us to the story in connection with whith it was netessary to idis- 
cuss the charaoter of Sarfaras Khan. Tt wns said that Fateh Chand became «. 
bither enomy tif Sarfaraz Khan on account of a wanton culrage committeed by 
the latteron the hemeur of bis family. The etary will be found in the pMiges 
of Orme and Serafien, Jonathan Scott, a captain in the East India Company's 
service And Persian secretary lo Warren Hustings, who appended a history of 
Bongol from the arvession of Alivardi Khan to the year I780 to his translation 
of Ferishta, states iu m foolnote that he had heard the story but wae unable to 
say whether it was true ay he had aleo heard it contradioted by many: parsotis.1& 
Holwell has told the story with o-woalth Of detail, the offspring of his own ima: 
Fination, which we Wo aot And in other writers. This in lia story ;—l64 

“A few months after Suffraoz Khon came to the government, he throw o 
lisgrace on Futtual hand's house, which laid the foundation of his precipi- 
fale fall. The fact, though well-known to a few, was only whispered, ont of 
respoot to the power and credit of tliat family, which had miintnined, even Front 
the reign of Aurung Zebe, a character of listinguiched considermtion. ... ; , 

“He had about this time married his youngest grandeon,!6 name) Saal 
Mortub Roy, to w young ¢reslure of exquisite hoauty; aged about eleven years, 
The fame of her beaut yooniing to the ears of the Soubah, he burned with cu- 
riosity und lust for the possession of har: and sending for Jagraut Sevt, demand- 
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p aight of her;—The old toon (then complete fourscore}!™ hegged 4 

ed that the Soubub would not stain the honour and credit of his house: nor loal 
hia last days with shame; by persisting ia demend which he know the princi- 
ples of his cast, forbid a compliance with. 

“ Neither the tears nor remonstrances of the olil man hod any weight on the 
Soubah; who growing outrageous at the refusal, ordered, in his presence, his 
hose to be immediately surtounded with o hedy of horse; anil 
swore on the Khoran, that if he complied mm sending his grand-daughter, that 
ke might only see her, he would instantly return her without any tujury- 

“The Sect reduced to this extremity, und judging from the Soubah’s known 
impetuosity, that his persisting longer iv o denial would only make his dis- 
grace more public, st last consented; ond the young creature wus curried with 
the greatest secrecy in the night to visit him She was returned the same 
night; and we will suppose (for the honour of that house) ininjured. Be this 
a< it may, the violence was of too delicate » mature, to permit any future com- 
merce between her and ber husbanil. | 

“The indipnity was never forgiven hy Jaggaut Seet; and that whole power- 
ful family, consequently, benause inveterale, tho’ concealed enemies to the 
Suubah.” 

The objections to the story are these. Itia not mentioned by the Indien his- 
jotians. indeed the Seir Mutaqueriu states that, for » time, Sarfaraz Khaw 
molested neither Fateh Chand nor even Haji Alma. [¢ is reporinted by the 
Seth family. It is not necessary a4 an usplunation of the fact that Jagat Seth 
Fateh Chand was hostile to Sarfaras Khon. It wae contradicted by many 
persona as early a# the time of Warren Hastings. Lastly, if o case las been 
established for accepting the character of Surfarae Khan as presented by Indian 
historians, the story must he rejected altogether. Tn spite of the elaborate 
narration of Holwell, future writery on this period of the history of Bengal 
will do well to follow Seott’s example and relegate the story to a footnote. It 
would be still better to reject it allogether. 

By this time the reader must be feeling irritated at the disparaging re- 
roorks that Kavé been male in the pourse of thia chapter againat Mr. Holwell 
and his irritation will pass into strong condemnation unless some justification 
for them is given, The writer, too, line » duty te perform which he has defer- 
red io the present moment: He bay to defend Jagat Seth Pateh Chand against 
the charge of forgoing a furman—a charge which Holwell alone, unsupported by 
neat has brought ogainst him. The defence will be, and it is the only 
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possible defence under the circumstances, thot asa historian Holwell is ubsn~ 
lutely untrustworthy and as @ man his word would not be taken in any court 
of law unless corroborated by the strongest evidenos. 

8. 

John Zephaniah Holwell has received the eulogy of modern writers for 
lie gallant defonce of Caleutta in 1754 atter the devertion of Governor Drake 
and his chief officers. He wus the principal eurvivor af the Hlack Hole tragedy 
wnd wrote 4 narrative of his sufferings. When Clive left India in February 
1760 Holwell succeeded him ns Governor of Oalentta but in August was super- 
seeded by Vunsittart: Tlis great achievement as Governor was to work up w 
couse, 7D # most unserupulons manner, against Nawab Mir Jafar, Te rained 
Governor Vonsittart over to his views and in Qetober 1760 Mir Jafar was 
Heposed to the great indignation af seven gentlemen of the Conneil, whe 
strongly protested against the mensure and paserted. thut if the President har) 
consulted the whole Council ihe measure would have been rejected by » majur- 
ity 67 He was a man of great ohility whieh he psed insernpuloudy to 
secure bis own onda. Clive condemns him in the strongest terms. “ Myr, Hol- 
well is mo specions and sensible man,” he wrote, * but from what T have heant 
and observed myself I cannot be persunded he will ever make use of his abilities: 
for the good of the Company." Te trembled to think of the futal einse- 
quences if he were succeeded by euch a mereeiary man. “ Mr, —— haa tale 
ents, but I fear wants o heurt, therefore unfit to preside where integrity ps 
well na capacity are equally essential 169 Th seams ungenerous to nid that 
when Sira}-ad-daulo besieged Caleutta Holwell would have run away with tbe 
others tf he had been able, Dat the Htalement wu» thadeat the time. Ives 
mentions it without disapproval?) and Clive believed it, 1 am well in- 
formed,” he said, “there is po merit die lo him for staying behind in the 
fort, nothing bul the want of 7 boat prevented his escape and flight with the 
real 171 | 

To quality himenl! to write on the history of India: Holwell " studionsly 
pertieed ll thot hos been written of the empire Of Indostan, both as ta its 
ancient a¢ well ns more modwen stile: me also the various accounts transmitted 
owe, by anthors in almost-all'ages (from Arion, down to the Abbe le 
Guyon} concerning the Tlindoas, and the religicme tenets of the Brahmins.” 
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He proceede “ to pronounce them all very defeotive. fallacious, and unsatisfac- 
tury (0 an ingulsitive wearcher after tenth"? Holwell may have been right, 
for all his reading did not save him from making the slementary blunder. of 
declaring that Prince Nicosir, » pretender to the Empire in 1719, was the son 
of the great Akbar wha died in [605.373 [£ Tlolwell is correct in his history 
of the Mighol Kmpire from the death of Auruigeel to Muliammad Shah 
thet: Elphinetone’s [istory of India needs revision for that period, Lf the 
Ser Mutuglierts approximates to history thin Molwell’s seeount of the Trans: 
actions in Bengal from 1717 to 1756 is romance. ‘lo relate all the instances 
in which they differ ant to say thet the former is nelit and the lutter wrong 
wold serve no good purpose, But if Holwell deals with the affairs of the 
Company during that:peried and is wrenw m his facts, tf further, le shows 
an jgnoraice of the greatest event ju the history of the Company in Bengal 
between the founding of Valentia and its capture by Siraj-ud-lawla whieh 
woulil have dieoraead the youngest writer in the Company’s service then we can 
al onve dismiss is-claims to bean authority on: the history of the country 
government. | 

The only reference of importance made by Holwell in his history to the 
affairs of the Compony je this, Shoja-wlileule “made sundry regulations 
ttapecting the trade of the provinees, both mland and foreign; casting his 
eyes paricularly on the Europeans; and altentive that they should not 
‘clondestinely partake of greater immninities and odvantoges, than the terme 
of their Phirmaunds or grants, gave them » tile to, ‘To this end, be en- 
eresse] the number of Chowkees (or places for thé receipts of onstams) to 
twenty, upon the several rivers; whereas, before lis government, there were 
‘nly two; Boxsh Dunder, and Azimgunge"1 Teo Indian historians of 
Bengal hive copied this stotement into their books. 

Tn reality one of the great griovaices of the English against Murshid 
Kuli Khon wns the extortiona they were subjected to bry these chaukis. In 
Ti08 Governor Pitt of Madras complrinei! to a Ligh officer of the Emperer 
Bahadur Shah of the great abuses and obstructions to the Company's trade “ni 
Bengal, partionlarly in bringing goody from Patna, Daces, Rajmulial, Maldu: 
amit Cassimbazar “every little Governonr having erected all along Ye rivers 
OChowkeys who Exort (aic| Custom and what they please, and will pay no 
revernnde to ye Royall Authority, In so much that ot Goods on ye boates 
are often coming down 6 or 8 Monihia, eo that we Either loose ve Monsoon 
to send them on our ships Or ey are damaged and Rotten before they 
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arrive 15; fn 1747 the Company. had to keep in constant pay 220 men be- 
siiles officers Lo provide convoys for their goods because “ Jaffer Caun Sooba 
of Bengal encourages the interrupting our Affaires und Stopping Our Goods 
by under Officers and Choukeydarst% Two brisk engagements hal ssericbaly 
ocourred in 1713, once at the “ Chowkey of Terragonny,” in which the con- 
voy burnt the chauki down! 77 and the other at " Conia Chowkey” where the 
convoy killed between twenty and thirty of the chanky people with the loss 
of one officer killed and one soldier wounded) No one would guess from 
Holwell's remarks that, as far es the English were concerned, these chanukis 
were not entitled to interfere with the English for under the Emperor's farman 
dvil the perwonnas of sucressive viceroys they were entitled to trade custom 
free in Bengal, Behar and (rissa upon paying Ra. 3,000 per annum at Mupli 
anid the rest for their setilement at Calcutta, | 

But there ia worse to come, “The embasay conducted by John Surman 
tu the court of the emperor Parrukhaiyar was the most important step taken 
liy the English in Bengal irom the foundation of Caleutta by Charnock to the 
conquest of Bongy! by Olive."1% Tf Holwell slows, as he does, grows ignor- 
ance with regard to sath an event ns this, his character as a historian ie gone. 
Tle writes " When Mr. Surman (head of ihe suibansy: sent by the Company 
to the empertir Farrneseer, to solicit the last phirmaund, and explanation of 
former grants) waa on his return to Fort William, be pitched his tents in the 
neighbourhood of Moorshadabad, and having acquired from the Emperur 
litle ond rank in the list of Omruhs, something superior to that which Jalfier 
Khan (then Suba of Bengal) bore, Mr. Surman expected the first visit. 
Jaffer Khan ollowed Mr. Surman's superior title, hut considering Wimeel! iy 
rank the third Subs of the empire, and Viceroy of Bengal confirmed from 
court, thought the dignity of hia post demanded the first visit from Mr. 
Surman: frequen! mewages posed between tlem, touching this ceremonial, 
for the spare of three days; but neither stooping, Mr. Surman struck his 
lents, and returned to Calentta, Thus an injudicious punctilio in Mr. 
Surman destroyed all future cordiality with » man, on whom (from the nature 
und power of hie post) wo muol depended, for the due exevution of those phir- 
niainds granted by Farrieseer."12 

Tho whole siory ts pure fiction, There is not the slightest reference to o 
single detail of it m Sirman's wink and other papers, edited by the Inte Dr- 
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(. RB. Wilson and published by the Government of Bengal in 1011, What 
makes the whole thing still more extraordinary ie the fact that Surman did 
not-past by Murshidabod. When he arrived at the headwaters of the Bhagi- 
rathi which Hows past Murshidabad he did not proceed down that river but 
nade a detour and went down the Jalangi river, joining the Bhagirathi at 
Kistnogar and thus avoidmg Murshidabed altogether. There ia no possi- 
bility of doubt about the matter, On November drd, 1717, Surman arrived 
at Rajmohal anid left on the bth. On the 6th he was opposite Aurungabad, 
on the Tth at Marcha, on tho 8th at Jalangi, on the Sth at Mirgi and on the 
10th at Kistnagar,!® 

But Holwell was not merely an inaccurate historian. He was quite cap- 
able of inventing the charnre he brought against Jagat Seth Fateh Chand anil 
in the aliegence of other evidence we have every mght to assume that he did so. 
The chief of the factery at Daera, the chief and second of the factory ut 
Cassimbazar, sccused Holwell of fabricating a speech and ascribmg it to 
Alivardi Klan All the evidence we possess is im their favour and Holwell's 
defence ia so lame that it practionlly convicte him!@ In 1766 Clive and his 
Connell considered it their duty to abquaint the Court of Directore that the 
“ horrible massacres with which Holwnll had charged Nawab Mir Jaiar were 
“ ornel wepersions on (he charavter of that Triuce” and bed not the Teasi 
foundation in trath, The persone who, according to Holwell, had been put 
to dewth by Mir Jofar “are all now living, except two, who were pul to death 
hy Meeran, without the Nawab’s conten! or knowledge.”“15 

These two facta have attracted the notice of other writers. Bat what 
semis almost incredible is the astounding fact that no one appears to have 
noticed that in the very same volume in which Holwell charges Jngat Seth 
Fateh Chand with fraud he himself stands convicted of precisely the same 
fraud. From his own writing. this bad man stands reveuled as one of the 
worlil's great imposters. Tl oaserte that ihe leisure hours of lis thirty years’ 
residence in India were epent in colleoting materials relative to the history 
and religion of the inbobitunts of the country. Many ovriows Hindu manus- 
cripts came into his possession and among them “two very correct and valuable 
copies of the Gentoo Shastah “1 prooured with great labour ond at great 
oxpense he spent eighteen months in translating the Saatrat®5 In one year 
more Le would have completed the work hut the catastrophe of 1760 inter- 
vened and when Caloutta wes captured he lost manuseript and translation. 
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By an unforeseen and extraordinary event “that possibly I niny hereafter relate” 
(he never does) he recovered some of his manuscripts! Hence he was able 
to give to the world an account of what he calls the ~Uhartak Bhaile at 
Bramah,” the oldest and purest of the sacred writings of the Hindus: Tn 
Holwell's time only three or four families were onpable uf reading anil €x- 
pounding it from the Sanskrit character28? He obtained his information 
concerning it not from ordinary learned Hralimine who, in apite of their 
knowledge of the truth, pandered (o the corrupt beliefs of the mob, but from 
thoee “whose pority of principle and manners, and veal for the primitive 
doctrines of Bramah's Slistah, sets then above disguising the truth.’183 
Holwell vives an account of the doctrines contained in the“ chartuh Bhade of 
Bramah “1 and » translation of the first book and i section of the second. 
This version of the most ancient sacred book of the Hindus will make Sanakrit 
scholars gasp and atare. But what condemns the whole thing as @ colossal 
frouil ie the fact that Holwell has retained some words of the original in his 
translation which he explains in footnotes and from these wonls it appears 
that his manuseript of the “chartah Hhade™ which only a few Brahmin 
families were capuble of reading and expouniing from the Sanskrit character, 
was written in 4 mixture of colloquial Bengali and Hindustani?®—the letter 
predominating. The fourth “sublime book” of the “Chartah Whode” 
which " must lie in oblivion, wntil some one, blessed with opportunity, leisura, 
application, and genius, brings them to light *was, according to Holwell, 
called hy Hindus “ Bramah Ka Insoff (insuf) Bhade! or “Hramsh’s Book of 
Jnstiog, 728 

Au English reader may, perhaps, appreciate the paint better by an illus- 
tration, Let him imagine whut hie feelings would be if a publisher placed 
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before him a translation of what purporte! to be o bitherto unknown poem 
ot Homer and he found that-all the words of the original retained in the text 
oy expluined by the translator in footnotes were word’ of modern calloqutal 
Greek mixed with « greater number of Turkish worde. Such wae the bare- 
faced fraud perpetrated by Holwell It was for this that Voltaire gave him 
gratefal thanksJ® ‘This is the man that charged Jagat Sevh Fateh Chand 
with fabricatmip a fariven. 





Tolwe]) is popularly known ws the historian of the Black Tole tragedy. 
Even here it is necessary constantly in bear in mind Clive’s caution against 
him and bis companions "1 would have you guard against everything these 
gentlemen man aay," he said, “for, believe me, they are bad aubjecte and 
rotten at heart.""195 Ly the:tirst version thot Holwell gave of which there is any 
record ‘he declared that the guards of Sirsj-wl-laula fired into the prison. 
during the whole night ‘This statement was soun discarded and he de- 
élared thal the guards “ oeased not insulting us the whole night" Tn hie 
final elaborate version we are told that the prisoners insulted the guards “ to 
provoke them to fre in apon we The details uf whol happened im thar 
prison house 1m the course of the night of the 20th Tune, 1766, will prohably 
never be known. But it is time thet Molwell’s narrvtive shonld be reeog- 
nised for what it really is—an ingenions amd jmpulent puff of Tohn Zephaniah 
Holwell. 

In [876 Sir William Hunter included m his * Statistical Account of Ben- 
gal’ a short history of the Sethe of Murshidalied founded on materials 
supplied by the head of the family. Among these materials was on ex- 
planation of Fateh Chand's alliance with Alivarili Khan. “Murshid Kuli 
Khan had. in the course of business, deposited with Manik (hand « aum of seven 
krors of rupees which lind nover heen repaid. When Serfaras Khan, on his ac. 
cession, pressed for payment, Fathi Chand begged for a reazonahle interval for 
iis liquidation, and, in the meanwhile, leagned himself with Alivardi Khan, 
who was already preparing for revolt in Behar.”“!97 No historian mentions an 
incident of thia kind and it seeme ineredihle that Sarfaraz Khan should have 
aliowed such a huge sum of money to remain onchalienged m Fateh Chanid’s 
possession all these years, It may be w variant of ¢ story, though allered al- 
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most beyond recognition, which ia given: in the Riyarn-s-salatind® When 
Sarfarnz Khan oblained information fran) lis emissaries tha! his three minis- 
tors were plotting against him in alliance with Alivardi Khan he determined to 
Jiamiss them from their offices, They, however, reminded him of their years: 
ef meritorions service, they declared that there were large outelandings of re- 
venue to be collected, they hinted that they would meur heavy losses if they: 
were dismiseed at once anid reqivested Sarfatuy Khan to postpone their disniisual 
until they bad submitted the onnnal balanes sheet which waa due in about three 
monthe’ time. Surfaras Khen allowed himself to be duped and the balance 
sheet, if presented at all, was presenteil to Alivardi Khan. tis hard to beleve 
that Sarfaraz Khan was os ainple ae this, | | 

If we discard these stories. the offspring of gossip and rumour, s plain tale 
remains, Dering his father’s lifetime Sarfarae Rhian bel bis own household, 
with his own officers, civil and military! To some of tliese men Sartarns 
Khan hal become grealily aliached. When their miuaier became Nawnh they 
had great expectations of power and wealth but their hopes wer disappointed 
wlien Sarfarax Khon, in obedienee to hid father's lieel wishes, confirmed Haji 
Alimad, the Rai Raian Alam Chand and Jagat Seth Fateh Chand in office. This 
war not all, To the puna of disappointed anbition wee adilel the bitterness 
of huulked rewenge, They had grievances af long standing against Haji Ahmad 
and who Shuja-ud-dauin died it seemed to them that the time hail come th pay 
of cll score, They clamoured against the appointment af the three ministers 
and gave Sarforoz Khan no peace until he had dismissed Haji Abmad and hia 
two friends from wire, | 

Sarfaraz Filan bod madeeome powerful enemies. Tinji Alimad's sone and 
relations were governors af districts and his brother Alivand} Khon was Gover- 
nor of Behar, Sarfarox Khon’s friends saw ibe danger of leaving so much 
power mm the hanile of (he family of the dismissed minister. They advised Sar- 
foraz Khon to seize and imprison Haji Ahmad’s sons. But Hajt Ahmad had 
managed to convince tho Nawab that he harboured wo ill-will on account of his 
dismissal and wae otill attwched to his interests. He declared that he was wear 
of the cares of office und fiad, indeed, reason to be Hhankful to the Nawab whe 
had reliewed bin of the burdewand given him. the opportunity of «pending his 
old oge in religious retirement" Sorafaraz Klan was completely deceived 
sod je said to have reduced hie army at Haji Alimad's instigation. Awa aipn 
of hin sincerity he dlipcloood to Haji Aluuad the proposal that had heen made 
to seize the latter's sont The only result wae to hurry on the preparations 
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whieh Haii Akroad and Alivardi Ehah were making to EER Sarfarne Khan 
for Haji Ahmad apprehended that [he Nawab might at any time be persunded to 
follow the advice of those who were his real friends. A proposal of Sarfnran 
Khan's to-marry bis son to a relation of Haji Ahmad was construed as an ineult 
io the family on the ground that the lady was alreardy betrothed to Mirza Malj- 
nud, better known afterwards as Siraj-ud-deula, and when Sarfaraz Khan inter- 
fered in the affairs of Neher Alivardi Khan decided on, ay tion. 

Alivardi Khan acted vigorously and with the ability which characterised 
all iis measures, De wrote to court for a farman couferring on him the govern- 
ment of the three provinces with injunctions to recover Bengal) and Orissa from 
the hands of Sarfaraz Klan, We complamed that Sarfaraz Chow had coined 
money im the name of Nadir Shah, the Persian king who had plundered Delhi 
a few montha before. and had had the Khutbah recited after his name. Whint 
appealed with greater forte (9 the corrupt nobles at Delhi was a primisze of a 
kror of rupees besides the annual tribute and the wealth of Sarfaraz Khan. He 
mustered lis troopy on the pretence that be intended iy march against a re- 
fractory xemindur. When he received favourable news from Delhi he place! 
guards on nll the roads leading to Murshidabad an thet no news of his move 
ments might reach the capital and after exacting an oath of fidelity trom hits 
officers he began lis march, Previously hela) written a letter to Jagat Seth 
Fateh; Chand—his friend as the Serr Mutagherin calls him on two oocasions— 
informing him of the date mm which he was setting out for Murshidabad, The 
letter wae deepatohed by o trusty man who had orders to deliver. it on a certain 
day which was pointed out to him. This was the day on which Alivardi Klian 
reckoned on capturing the town. which guarded the entranoe into Bengal. Al 
teil outas he wished. The letter was presented on the tley the fortress was cap- 
tured Jagat Seth read the letter and from its date wae able to calenlate that 
_Altvard? Khan had entered Bengal and in four or five lays would reach Murshi- 
‘ntl. “ With an air seemingly alarmed, he immediately mounted, and with 
much consternation in his features, lie presented to Sarfaraz Khan the letter 
whieh he had just received from Alivardy Qhan, whom he suspected, said he 
to be now at Radjeemahal; at the same time he produced another letter from 
Aaly-verdy Qhan to thet Prinew himself, The purpert wes this; “ since, after 
the many affronia received by my brother Hadji-Alimed, attempts have been 
made upon the honour and chastity of our family, your servant in order tn save 
that family from farther diegrnce, has bean obliged. to come a0 far, but with 
ap other sentiments than those of fidelity and submission, Your servant hopes 
therefore that Hadji-Almeil shal] receive leave io come to mo with hie family 
and dependents," 


201. Seir Muatewuerin, Vol. T. p: 38a. 
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The blow fell npon Sorfaraz Khan without warning, He mw that he 
had been deovived anil bitterly reproaehed all whom he suspested to be Alivar- 
di's friends, But words were of small avail, Tt wee o time for action, He 
aummoned an assembly of all his ministers nnd offirers. The first question to 
be decided was whether Haji Ahtiad should be diemisseil fo hie brother or nol 
iinji Ahmad promise! that if he were allowed ta go to hia brother he would per- 
suile him toreturn ty his government, Some believed him, some did not. The 
question was-settied by Ghaue Khan, one of the moat devoted of Sarfarax Khan’: 
officers, He argued that i was useless to imprison an ald tean, ‘Thal weull 
not drive Alivardi Rhen back to Behar, Ji Haji Alimod fulfilled his promise 
all would be well, if not, [t mattered little. Ef they were ready and willing ly 
encounter Alivwrdi Khan in battle, they. need not fear the addition of-a single 
mon whe would nejther wld to, nor detract from, the strength al the enemy, 
‘So Haji Almad was qliowed to go, He fulfilled his promise by persuading his 
brother to return some hundred yards in the direction of Dehar and then left 
him te resume his march 22 

Meanwhile Sarforaz Kon and his eouneil liad decided th advance against 
the invader, In threo or four dys’ thme the army arrived at Khomroh where x 
hatt was called to:receive the report of messengers who had bee) sent (0 pacer- 
tai) Alivard; Khan's real intentions, They reported that Alivandi Khan would 
submit if Sarferaz Khan ilismiseed from lis ronnei! tle enemies of hiv family 
and that fry tolenof lis sinedrity he had sent» Koran apon which be had-sworn 
the moat sacred onthe. Alivarndi Khan's enemies oflerwarde declared thal this 
fora wae only a brick enclosed in a casket, 

Snriaraz Rhan wonld aot part with hie frends. Teamarched on and faced 
the army of Alivard? Khon «t Gheriah onthe banks of the Bhagirnthi. Mossen- 
gers went te ond fre hetween the two armies currying, on behnlf of Alivandi 
Khon, proposals similar jo Woke made at Kuamedh and with o similar result. 
The aid of treachery was invoked by both piles: The Seir Mutaqhertn stutes 
that Tayat Seth sent lettera to all of Alivard) Khan's officers promisiag them 
bribes acconting to their ronk, if they would seize Alivard? Klan and deliver 
himup to Sarfarax Khon. (hw this the tranalitor, who Live! for some time al 
Murshidabad, remarks thal Alivardi Khan certaimly attempted to corrupt the 
officers of Sarfaraz Khan through Jagat Seth, that une of Sarfarns Khan's off- 
cera, who wns alive when le waa engaged on his translation, assured him he him- 
self had reoeived Rs. 4,000 to load the artillery only with earth and rubbiah anil 
that (he aniverssl report in Murshiiaboad was that some of the Quine were ser- 
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ved in that manner2%: It seems clear that the miliseriminate attempt of 
Jagat Seth to bribe Alivardi Khan's officers was meant to fail and at the came 
time to furnish Alivardi Khan with a good excuse for bringing matters to o 
crisis. Mustaphe Khan, un officer entirely devoted to Alivarti Khan, brought 
to him one of Jagat Seth's letters and urged him ty fight at once, Alivardi 
Klan was, or pretended w be, impressed with his danger and gave orders for 
battle on the following day, Beforé dawn his soldiers were moving, Ilia guns 
startled Serfaray Khan from his devotions who mounted hia elophant, marched 
against the enemy at the head of his troops and fell in the buttle 

(Cine battle gave Bengal to Alivardt Khan though » short campaign was ne- 
cessary to reduce Wriesa. A day or two after the battle of Ghermbh Alivardi 
Khat marched to Murshidabad, proceeded to the hall of audience and seated 
himself onthe masnad.24 The officers of government and of the army together 
with the principal citizens of Murshidabad hastened te. acknowledge his autho- 
rity though the latter were Hlled with horror at the black ingratitude he bad 
shown towards the son of his henefacter and looked upon him with detestution. 
Before many years liad passed Alivardi Khon waa able to remove these feelings 
from the minds of his contemporaries but he has not been eo successful with 
later generations, Modern historians, especially Indian historians, are dispose 
ed ‘to dilate on the disloyalty, treachery anil ingratitude of there men and Jagat 
Seth Fateh Chand's sasociation with the conspiracy is held upto obloquy. Dut 
the condemnation has heen tog sweeping. Cireumstances have been ignored 
which deserve consideration if we ore to mete oul just blame to these men 
general and Fateh Chand in particular, or if we are to understand why cevolu- 
tiona in Bengal in the 16th century were so frequent and so comparatively blood- 

1), 

Sarafarat Khon had ni claim to he Nawab by hereditary right. Up to the 
death of Aurungzeb the emperor had sent viceroys to Bengal and removed them 
st his pleasure. When the viceroy died the emperer could, if he wished, seize 
all his wealth, and it wae to provide for such an eventuality ne this that Mur- 
shid Kuli Khan had bought « large estate near Murshidabad which he settled 
upon Sarfaraz Khan with all legal forms2%. Sucoeeding emperors had pene- 
rally left the governor in possession undisturbed especially if the tribute was 
received regularly, for they knew that my change would have to be effected by 
OOS "The Nahob hue gonfiiwd the ‘Tope Catia Dros (top khens duroyha, the offear 
in charge of the artillery) having discovered that he had wet all ie powder and Alled the 
eannoe with Bricks and Stones" Bongal Conmiltations, 2iat April, 1760. 

4. The large onahion, ete. used by tative Princes in India in place of @ throne [Hobson 
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force and all their resources were required nearer howe. Loyalty, ne we under- 
stand it, did not exist either towards the Emperor or the Nawnb.2 The officials 
of the court and the officers of the army substituted for (his an attachment ty 
their pay and the Nawab relied on binding them to himself by the claime of 
gratitude for benefits received rather than by the dictates of uny abstract feeling 
of loyalty. The spirit which animated these men differed completely tha 
loyalty of their contemporaries in Enrope. In the same year int which Surfaraz 
Khan wae clain » European Empress, in thé darkest hourof her fortune, ap- 
pealed thus to ihe loyalty of her Hungarian subjects: —* Deserted by all, we 
rely wholly and solely upon the loyalty of the Hungarians and the valour for 
which they are famed of old. We entresi the estates, in this extremity of peril, 
to care zealously for our person, our children, the crown, and the empire,” The 
Hungarians had «mall cause for being grateful to the House of Hapsburg but 
their reply was instantaneous and unanimous, * Vitam nostram et sanguine 
consecramtus ” was shouted from many hundreds of throats and all Europe was 
impresied and thrilled, In the same year, too, there were many men of British 
blood, aome at home, some in exile who, in spite of all the injuries their conan bry 
men had suffered at the hanis of the last king of the House of Stewart and in 
spite of years of defeat and disappointment, still persisted in their loyalty to him 
whom they regurded an (heir rightful king. Their chivalrous devotion has heen 
finely expressed by Macwulay in Jia“ Jacobite’s Epitaph" -— 

Por my true king | offered free from stain 

Courage and faith: vain fuith, and courage vain. 

For liim I threw lands, honours, wealth, away,. 

And one dear hope, that was more prized tham they, 

Por him T languished in w foreign olime, 

Grey-haired with sorrow it my manliood’s prime; 

Heard on Lavernia Scargill’s whispering trees; 

And pined by Arno for my lovelior Tees; 

Behold euch night my hame in fevered sleep, 

Each morning started from the dream to weep; 

Till God, who saw me triad too sorely, gave 

The resting place I asked, an early grave. 

Compare the spirit which prompted (he actions ef these men with that 
which prompted the men of Bengal at their best, Seren years afterwards Alj- 
vardi Khan wae menaced with ruin. He had tu fight the Mahrattasy and-at the 
same time crush a revolt of « large number of his Afghan troops, They had 

206. “Loyalty and pattiotiem, those virtuous incontive is preat und noble actions, are 
here anksnwn adi when they couse to fear they cones lo obey... .. Money is here (if 1 
may eo express myself) the essence of power for the soldiers jenorw eo other attachment than 
their pay and the richest party oom beermren the etrongest."” Serafion’s Refletion, Pp 
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alain his favourite son-in-law and his bicihér, Haji Ahmad, af Patna. His 
grand-children were prisoners and treated with contumely. He called « gene- 
ral assembly of his friends as well as of his military officers, high and low. Li 
moving words he appealed to them for support in the orisis.. His audience was 
touclied! and one of his officers spoke for all the reat in these words -—" There is 
no doubt that every one of us, your servants, have been benefited by therr nt- 
tachment to your highness; we hove every one of ua experienced your favours, 
and received » variety of obligations from you and your family; and sow we 
have no other intention (han that of repaying you by shedding our blood in your 
cause. March then and we follow.” Alivardi immediately produced « Koran 
and male them all awear to be true to their-words 27 

Siraj-ud-daula invoked the same sentiment when he appealed for help to 
Mir Jafar just before the battle of Plassey, I now repent of what T have dove 
and availing myself of thoae ties of consanguinity which subsist between us, us 
well aa of those righte which my grandfather, Auly-verdy-qhan, hae doubtless 
acquired upon your gratitude, T look up to you, as to the only representative of 
that venerable personage: and hope therefore, that. forgetting my past tres- 
passes, you aball lenceforward behave as becomes » Seyd8 a man united in 
blood tome, and a-man of sentiments, who conserves a grateful remembrance of 
all the benefta he has received from my family: L recommend myself to you: 
take care of the conservation of my honour and life"? 

In the minds of the court officials und military officers loyalty, then, waa 
synonymous with gratitnde, The aamindars, the landed gentry of the country, 
were wen " restless and refractory by nature and by trade,"20 The people re- 
garded revolutions with absolute indifference. They were according to the his- 
lorian. “ tame cowardly wretches, af all timed ao crouching and «ap ready to auli- 
mit ty any me that pifers.”20 They clang to the houses they had built and 
the fields they tilled. They would suffer much betore they would abandon these 
aud therefore, declared Warren Hastings, they were made to suffer much.212 
Nor were there any ties of nationality by which the poople of Bengal might have 
united i one common ¢auae, Warren Hastings found that the Mahratias were 
the only people of Hindestan and the Deccan who possessed uch a bond of 
unity215 
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It is true that Fateh Chand and his fellow conspirators acted treacherously 
and treachery ia hateful, But when we condemn them we must remember that 
we are judging them by the standards of other times end by a code of honour 





. _which was not theirs. “Of thormme men do not gather figs, nor of « braml 


bush gather they grapes.” Treachery, if profitable, culled forth admiration 
and received rewards. Im 1745, Alivardi Khan, by an act of the most nnscrn- 
pulous treachery, massacred (le general and chief officers of the Mabratias who 
had been induced to come to his tent by the most solemn promises of eafe eon- 
duct confirmed by the most sacred ouths, By this act he received" such an ad- 
dition to his character, ss raised him both in the minds of his troops and of his 
subjeota, who admired their being go suddenly delivered from these meteilens 
ravagers: nor were the troops lees pleased with their twmexpeoted success.” 

This was notall, Tle stat an account of the exploit to the Emperor and request- 
éd him to bestow honours “on every one of those who had exerted themselves eo 


strenuously in the engagement of the tent.” The Emperor did so, To Alivardi 


Khan in purticular he sent mony gifts and bestowed on him the title oF “ the 
Valiant of the Kingdom."2!5 Tt was not for their contemporaries to throw 
stones at Jaga Seth and hie friends on the score of treachery nor did they al- 
tempt to do 20. 

What filled their contemporaries with horror was the base ingratituis 
shown by Alivardi Khan, Haji Aimod ond the Rai Raian Alam Chand. They 
owe) everything to Shuja-ud-daula and they depoeed and slew his son, Byt 
this was not the case with Fateh Chand. 1¢ was not Shuja-ud-lauia who could 
say that he hod made Fateh Chand rich, while it is probable that he 
owed ta Fateh Chand hie easy possession of the government of Bengal. It is 
true, however, lhat Murshid Kuli Khen had been the greal patron of the family 
and his grandson hod claims.on Fateh Chand. (mn the other hand it is meces- 
sary to oppreciate Fateh Chanil’s position, By the unanimens opinion of hie 
torinns Sariaras Khan wos an incompetent raler, It was probably duo to this 
fact that Fateh Ohand had not supported Murshid Kuli Khan when he wished 
his granilsom to succeed him, The state of affairs was fur more sericusat the 
time of Shuj-ud-daula's death. Dethi had been eaptared by Nadir Shah and 
the Empire was tottering to its fall. The Mahrattas were epproaching. Peri- 
lous times were at hand and Sarfarez Khon had dismissed and alienated his most 
eapuble ministers. Had Fateh Chand supported Sarfaraz Khan he would have 
promoted his own ruin and the ruin of the country, 

All that can be said for Alivarli Khan hus been eid by the author of the 
Seir Mutaqherm. “ Tipon the whole, altho’ the laying his Lord and henefao- 
tor waa unquestionably one of the blackes! nections that could be committed and 








214. Seis Mutequerin, Vol, 1, pp. 474, 475. 
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one of the most stomteanes events that could happen; yet it cannot be denied 
that Serefraz Khan had no talents for government, and no capacity for bus!- 
ness; and that, had hia government lasted but some tine more, such ‘a train 

of evils, and such a series of endless contusions would have been the consequence 
af his inespacity, that disorders without oumber, an) dieturbances without 
end, would have arisen insensibly, and would have brought ruin and desolation 
on these countries and theirinhabitants, The Merbottas hai already oast their 
eyes upon these rich provinces: shortly after they attavked and invaded them 
on all sides; and Incky did it prove for the mblabitants of hese countries that 
those. merciless free-booters had to deal with euch a man as Aali-verdy-qhan, 
who by his talente for both war and governmunt; und by the exertions of a 
keen sabre become indefatiguble, as well as by the resources of his policy, found 
means to repress those ravagers, and at last to expel them entirely out of 
Bengal... . . Such exertions were tot of nature to be expected from Sere- 
fraz Qhan and his ministera nor were they men to oppose such a torrent with 
any effect: whereas his rival, to such a modesty of behaviour, and tu eo much 
purity of morale, joined political and military talents, and all the renown and 
power which victory and saccesa could confer: the whole forming a charavter, 
which far from heing equalled by any of his contemporaries or any of hie 
successors, would hardly find « comparison iy the recorls of past time.”2!5 

1] 





On the 23rd April, 1740, not more than three weeks after Alivardj Khan 
had set out from Patna, it seemed to the English at Cassimbazar that Bengal 
hod once more a settled government for Alivurdi Khan was declared Nawal 
of the province and was “very severe in his justice."2 He had, however, 
‘yet to be confirmed in bit appointment by the Emperor ani though he aaserted! 
that he had been acting on orders received from the Visier Nisamu-l-molk 
people doubted te truth of this®7 On the 20th May pn express messenger, 
sent by the English vakil at Delhi, brought the news to Patna that Alivandi 
Klan was confirmed Nawab of Bengal and Behar, on the 10th Tune the Rugliah 
were informed that the farman hod heen received al Murehidabad and by the 
1th October their vakil af Cassimbazor gave them a copy of it Shorily 
afterwards the Emperor conferred « new title an the Nawab together with the 
Mahi, or order of the Pieh218 

The Rai Reyan Alem Chand was dead and Haji Ahmad and Jagat Seth 
Faitch Chand were the two most influential persons at Murshidabad. The 

215. Seir Muategherin, Vol. I, p. 368. 

816. Benga) Consultations, 2th April, 1740. 

217, Bengs} Conunltations, 9th May, 1740, 

Zi Bengal Comanliations, 16th Jane, 1740; Zed October, 1740; Sith Murch, 1741-42. 
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latter ential tu lave iaportaht: bis transactions with the 
English and continued to be thieit friend a the Dy fae On the Tth July, 
1740, the Campane borrowed  seeuhd sim of ae 0) from )Tagat Seth but 
before the end of the month bullion arrived fran England anil 26 oleste of 
this were delivered to (he President partly to pay off thei¢ loan of April and 
partly to make wilvances to their merchants. (nm ihe lich December the Pre 
sidenut and Oouneil were informed by the Company's evrvunts at Cassimbaxir- 
that Jogat Seth wool! be willing to reduce the rate of interest on tbat a from 
iwelve to nine per cent. Hf he received A request from them to de se The 
Connei! met on the same day and’ agreed “That the President do Hikes to 
Fuftiohund and remonstrate to Lim the Meavy Tuterest of 12 per cent. paid 
on all sums borrowed for many years past and to reqnest thet ho will let the 
Hon'ble Company love whut money they may have ocradion to borrow at in- 
terest of him at their factory at Cassimbuaur at nine per cent: per annum 
on notes of tiand from the Chief eu Council there peyeble on demain 
the lat December the English at Cassimhasar borrowed Rs. 60,000 at the new 











rate and would have taken # larger sum but, they wrote; “(le Mini having 


heen slat up rome time he could not let im have any more not having any 
new sicvas and there would be a Tess un faking old ones” Jagat Seth promi 
ed, however, that when the oint was open he would tet thom what they wished 
at the game rate aml not onty them but alao the Council at Caliutta anil, they 
belivved, thie Koglish fuctorie at olher places. A nionth or two before this the 
English ot Cossimbaser had sissuaded the Company. from minking a ew pt- 
lampt ta obtain the freedom of the mint at Murshidahad. Although this 
privilege chad been granted the English by the farmeu of the Kmperor Pur- 
rukhaiyar-they pointed out that no Nawab had puld obedianes to thit article 
of the farmat and an attempt to enforen it might cause their other privileges 
to be onlled in question. "~ We also think,” they added, “ that while Futti- 


chan lives he will always have it in his power ty preavant the good effects of 
any solicitation thereon,” 219° 


{To ba continued) 


ZG Bengal Conauliations, 7th July. 1780; S6th July, 1790; Ltth Deceniher, 1740; Oth 
December, 1740; 2Tth Gctober, 174, 

















